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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE RIBA BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCA- 
TION have arranged for a joint committee to continue the 
investigations started by the ad hoc committee on architectural 
education into the problems of education and qualification. 

p. 799 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY have commissioned two sets of 
plans for the development of the Sidgwick-avenue site as 
accommodation for University departments at a cost estimated 
at over £1,250,000. A final choice will be made between the 
two schemes. p. 799 


THAT THE TIME had come when the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government should give responsibility to the local 
housing authority to build, at its discretion, dwellings to room 
sizes smaller than laid down by Housing Manual, 1949, was a 
view put forward by Mr. Ian M. Leslie to the Housing Centre 
Trust Conference in County Hall, S.E., on Tuesday. The 
speaker advocated the reconstitution of the Dudley Committee 
to consider the setting up of new minimum standards. >. 800 

AN EXAMINATION of the advantages and limitations of 
zinc-rich paints, which have recently been the subject of con- 
siderable controversy, is made by a correspondent on ip. 817 

A CALL for boldness on the part of the Government when con- 
sidering their policy for the next building licensing period was 
made by Mr. }. Ian Robertson, president of the NFBTE, at 
the meeting of the Southern Counties Federation at Bourne- 
mouth on Tuesday. p. 823 





HOUSING AND RENTS 


THE Housing Centre, with a shrewd appreciation of public 

needs, selected as the subject of its annual conference 
“Housing at the Right Rents.” The full attendance of housing 
authorities from many parts of the country and, indeed, 
abroad who listened to the papers given earlier this week was 
proof, if proof were needed, of the wisdom of the choice. 
Housing Standards, Rents Adjustment and the Role of 
Private Enterprise were the topics debated. With delegates 
drawn from so wide a field, there was a natural and spontane- 
ous divergence of opinion as to the need and, indeed, the 
wisdom of reducing house areas as a temporary measure. 
Whether we can justifiably play for time is the vital question ; 
possibly Miss Jocelyn Adburgham (a member of the Dudley 
Committee of 1943) expressed the realistic view in endorsing 
the suggestion put forward by one of the main speakers that 
the Dudley Committee should be reconstituted to recommend 
housing standards more in line with our present national 
economic position. 


RENTS, RATES AND REPAIRS 


ie is just about a year ago that the Royal Institution of 

Chartered Surveyors published a memorandum urging 
the need for revision of the Rent Restrictions Acts, and in 
particular the necessity for an immediate increase in con- 
trolled rents to enable landlords to maintain their houses in a 
reasonable state of repair. The scheme suggested by the 
Royal Institution was for an increase in the rent of each house 
equivalent to 175 per cent. of the statutory allowance for 
repairs in connection with the rating assessment. 

Nothing has been done in the succeeding twelve months, 
though various organisations have continued to call attention 
to the urgency of the problem; among them the Sanitary 
Inspectors’ Association and a number of local authorities. The 
latest organisation to pronounce upon the matter is the 
Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute which 
has just issued a useful and well thought-out memorandum.* 
The memorandum emphasises the urgency of the problem 
of rent and repairs and, as a short remedy, supports the 
proposal put forward by the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors for a percentage increase related to the statutory 
allowance for repairs. The Chartered Auctioneers suggest 
a slight modification of the scheme in relation to small 
dwellings let at very low rents since in this case the percentage 
increase would not otherwise give sufficient help towards the 
cost of repair and maintenance. 

The Institute then discuss long-term proposals for amending 
the Rent Acts, taking it as granted that there is no early 
prospect of ending the statutory control of rents. Their 
long-term solution is to base the rent upon a valuation of the 
dwelling-house in each case: if this is agreed, the obvious 
valuation, they say, is that which has in any case to be made 
for rating purposes. But, say the Institute, the new provisions 
for the valuation of dwelling-houses i in Part IV of the Local 
Government Act, 1948, cannot provide a workable basis. 
To quote from their memorandum : 


“The objection to them [i.e. the provisions of the 1948 
Act] is not that they are designed to restrict the assessment 
of dwelling-houses to pre-war values, but that they are 
bound to lead to a grave lack of uniformity. This is the 
overwhelming objection to them both from the point of 
view of rating itself and from the point of view of establish- 
ing a foundation for rent control. 4 

“Tt is, therefore, suggested that Part IV of the Local 
Government Act, 1948, should be repealed and that the 
traditional definitions’ of gross value should be preserved 
in relation to dwelling-houses, but for the time being 





*“* Memorandum on the Amendment of the Rent Restrictions Acts.” 
Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute, 29 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, W.C.2. 
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regard should be had to 1938 rental values in applying 
them. If it is found in practice that the application of 1938 
rental values would still result in too high assessments of 
dwelling-houses, and it is desired for reasons of public 
policy to make further concessions in regard to this par- 
ticular class of properties, then it is suggested that the most 
satisfactory plan would be to modify the statutory deduc- 
tions from gross value.” 


The memorandum goes on to discuss the detailed applica- 
tion of these principles to rent control. There also are 
suggestions for the amendment of the Rent Acts on a number 
of ancillary matters, such as the control of mixed business 
and residential premises, sub-lettings and grounds for posses- 
sion. The Institute’s proposals on all these matters. are very 
sound and should be carefully considered. ' 


The urgent problem, however, is that of an immediate 
increase in rents to enable sufficient repairs to be carried 
out and thus check the alarming deterioration in the condition 
of rent-controlled properties throughout the country. There 
can be no doubt whatever that a most serious situation is 
developing and is likely, because of the cumulative effects of 
non-repair, to get rapidly worse. It has been suggested that 
something like 200,000 houses a year are going out of occupa- 
tion from lack of repair. If that be true, then the total con- 
struction of new houses is being offset by houses going out of 
occupation. There appears, however, to be no real evidence 
on the point, although in a recent submission to the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government the National Federation 
of Property Owners say that the figure of 200,000 is accepted 
both by the present Prime Minister and by Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan. Whatever the precise figure may be, there is no 
doubt that in some parts of the country houses are literally 
falling down. 


In these circumstances, something must be done urgently. 
The Conservative Party in their election manifesto promised 
to review the operation of the Rent Acts, and Mr. Harold 
Macmillan has recently referred to the necessity of such a 
review. Mr. Macmillan added, however, that we must 
“* put first things first” and get on with the building of new 
houses. It might, of course, be argued that, on a policy of 
putting first things first, we would first secure the maintenance 
of existing houses. The antithesis is, however, unnecessary 
for there does not seem to be any real incompatability between 
the maintenance of existing houses and the building of new. 
Nor have the Government any excuse for inaction on the 
ground that it is difficult to find a satisfactory solution. 
Numerous suggestions have been put before this Govern- 
ment and the last. 


The real reason for inaction is undoubtedly the unpopu- 
larity which, it is feared, will attach to any move for increasing 
the rents of some eight million privately owned dwelling- 
houses. But it is possible to over-estimate the importance of 
this factor. Local councils up and down the country are 
increasing the rents of their houses, in some cases substan- 
tially, but no real trouble has arisen. It is undoubtedly true 
that there is prejudice against private landlords. It must 
not be overlooked, however, that local councils have adequate 
powers under the Public Health and Housing Acts to ensure 
that landlords maintain their properties in a sufficient state 
of repair. Nor is it relevant to say, as is sometimes said, 
that many of these houses have paid for themselves over and 
over again, and that they are now ripe for demolition. The 
fact is that demolition is not a practicable proposition. Some 
figures taken from the development plan for the county 
borough of Preston illustrate this very well. There are in 
Preston some 8,000 houses which should be démolished 
immediately if demolition were immediately practicable ; 
another 2,500 will become ripe for immediate demolition by 
1955. The current rate of house-building in Preston is 385 per 
annum. As the planning officer says, “ It appears inescapable 
that for at least another generation many citizens will have to 
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continue to live and bring up families in undesirable sur- 
roundings.” 

It should be a first object of statesmanship to see that these 
conditions get no worse and are ameliorated as much as 


possible. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


N® other building project of our time has aroused so 

much public interest and controversy as the winning 
design for the new Coventry Cathedral. The reason for this 
is, simply, that the design is extremely unconventional, 
which is due mainly to the request of the architectural profes- 
sion, when the competition was organised, that there should 
be no restriction as to architectural style, a view that found 
favour with high ecclesiastical authority. If it had been 
decreed that designs must be in some form of Gothic, as 
was first intended, the competition would have been less 
interesting and would probably have passed off with little or 
no stir or protest, except from the uncompromising devotees 
of contemporary design, In our view the freedom given to 
architects was the right course to follow, particularly in the 
circumstances of Coventry, where, as a result of war-time 
devastation, opportunity offers for replanning and rebuilding 
on a scale that accords with contemporary needs. 

Mr. Basil Spence’s design for the new Cathedral has 
divided the general public, and to some extent the architec- 
tural profession, into two camps—for and against ; it seems 
impossible to be non-committal about so original and challeng- 
ing a design. Much of the expressed popular dislike of the 
design represents, we believe, merely an instinctive recoil 
from the unconventional. If prejudice can be subdued and 
the design studied for what it is—a new, thoughtful, even 
inspired approach to the physical embodiment of Christian 
worship under the exacting conditions, and using the 
characteristic materials of our own time—its merits will, we 
believe, reveal themselves to all reasonably open minds. It 
is presumably with the object of helping such an appreciation 
that the Provost of Coventry and the chairman and members 
of Coventry Cathedral Reconstruction Committee have just 
issued a beautifully illustrated explanatory booklet entitled 
“The New Coventry Cathedral.” 

Written in simple, non-technical language this booklet, 
after a brief note on the competition, gives an excellent 
summarised description of the design and its various features, 
together with ten illustrations, including a plan, two views of 
the model which is now on view at the Royal Academy, and 
representative perspective drawings, three of them being in 
colour and giving a clear idea of the completed appearance. 

The booklet points out that “in the course of the years 
the design, as a living thing, will grow and improve in the 
mind of the architect.” Changes from the original design 
are already to be seen in the model at the Royal Academy and 
the perspective of the interior now on view at the Royal 
Scottish Academy, both of which were illustrated in our issue 
for May 9. The double-page colour drawing in the booklet 
shows the original quadripartite treatment of the nave vaulting 
which may appear to some to be more dignified and impressive 
than the mesh-like vaulting which represents the architect’s 
latest thoughts. 

An architect naturally wishes to improve his design if it is 
possible to do so. Liverpool Cathedral, for example, bears 
little resemblance to the original competition design; by 
changes through the years it has become an infinitely finer 
thing than it would have been if the first intentions had been 
carried out. It is not at all likely that any such’ drastic remodel- 
ling will be undertaken in the case of Coventry ; nevertheless, 
it will be of great interest to see how the design fares as a 
result possibly of judicious criticism or the architect’s own 
prolonged meditations. In the meantime this booklet shows 
better than anything we have seen hitherto—largely owing to 
the excellence of the colour illustrations—the real quality of 
this brilliantly original design. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE R.I.B.A. RECEPTION 


‘ OU mean the architects’ building ? ” 

as the taxi driver said admon- 
ishingly when instructed to drive to 66, 
Portland-place. With such an omen en- 
couraging the belief that architecture is at 
last getting across to the public, the 
R.I.B.A. reception on Friday last could 
hardly fail to be a success. Really the 
only criticism one can make is that time 
seems scarcely long enough to see all that 
was laid on or out for the guests’ delight. 
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Henderson again 
proved genial hosts and, in receiving 
nearly 900 guests, showed no sign of 
having coped so recently with the exhaust- 
ing, though exhilarating, hospitality of the 
New World. Between dancing, one could 
see Mr. Palmes’ interesting exhibition of 
books and drawings in the Library, and 
demonstrations of puppetry by John 
Wright’s Marionettes in the Henry Jarvis 
meeting room. The buffets were supple- 
mented this year, for the first time, by a 
bar and this was an unqualified success 
which must be repeated ; positively no 
corpses were on view, as had been feared. 
This reception is always a most pleasant 
affair where one meets many old friends 
and makes new ones. Congratulations to 
all concerned ! 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


THE R.I.B.A. BoaRD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
EDUCATION with the approval of the council 
have arranged for a joint committee, con- 
sisting of representatives of the examina- 
tions and schools committees of the board, 
to continue the investigations started by 
the ad hoc committee on architectural 
education into the problems of education 
and qualification. 

The terms of reference of the committee 
are to investigate the various means of 
attaining the qualifications for associate 
membership, and to prepare an advisory 
memorandum to give guidance on (a) 
the various methods of training, (6) the 
minimum standard of knowledge and 
attainment considered necessary, and (c) 
the means by which such minimum 
attainment can be achieved by the various 
methods of training; and to consider 
under what conditions courses based on 
part-time office and school attendance 
can be accorded recognition for exemption 
from the R.I.B.A. final examination. 


The committee. will be prepared to 
receive evidence, in writing in the first 
instance, from. persons interested in the 
training of architects. Notice of intention 
to give evidence should be sent to the 
Secretary of the Board of Architectural 
Education, Royal Institute of British 
Architects, 66, Portland-place, W.1, before 
the end of June, 1952 (or as soon as 
possible thereafter in the case of overseas 
correspondents). 


FRANCO-BRITISH ARCHITECTS 


A REUNION of the Franco-British Union 
of Architects begins to-day (Friday) when 
a party of about 20 French architects 
arrive in England preparatory to spending 
the week-end in Kent. On Saturday 
morning they will visit Penshurst Place, 
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Kent, and in the afternoon are to be 
conducted over Wildernesse County 
Primary School by Mr. Sidney Loweth, 
F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., Kent County Archi- 
tect. As a reminder of the time when 
“the Garden of England” was less 
peaceful, the visitors will each be presented 
with a copy of a map on which is plotted 
each flying bomb that fell in the county. 
The annual meeting will be held at the 
Winter Gardens, Eastbourne, on Sunday, 
and the annual dinner at the Cavendish 
Hotel, Eastbourne, in the evening. Fol- 
lowing visits to Rye and Winchelsea on 
Monday, the reunion ends. The hon. 
secretary of the Union is Mr. G. A. W. 
Brandreth, A.R.I.B.A., 41, Russell-square, 
W.C.1. 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PLAN 


Sir Hucu Casson, F.R.I.B.A., who was 
co-ordinating architect for the South Bank 
Festival Exhibition last year, and Messrs. 
Robert Atkinson, FF./AA.R.I.B.A., 
have been commissioned to draw up plans 
for the new Cambridge University Sidg- 
wick-avenue site, which is to be developed 
as accommodation for University depart- 
ments at an estimated cost of over 
£1,250,000. A final choice will be made 
between the two schemes. 


MR. W. T. PLUME, HON.A.R.I.B.A. 


Mr. W. T. Prume, ‘Hon.A.R.I.B.A., 
Editor Emeritus of The Builder, who has 
recently passed his 83rd birthday, has 
moved with his family from Upminster, 
Essex, to ‘‘ Coombeland,”  Bickleigh, 
Tiverton, Devon. Many friends in the 
architectural profession will wish him 
happiness in his new home. 


R.I.C.S. NEW PRESIDENT 


Mr. JOHN CAaAssELS PINKERTON, M.C., 
B.L., of Glasgow, has been elected 
President of The Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors in succession to Mr. 
J. A. Arnold-Forster, O.B.E. Since 1935, 
Mr. Pinkerton has held the appointment 
with the Corporation of Glasgow of City 
Assessor and Surveyor of Local ' Rates. 
In 1950, he was appointed by the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland as a member of 
the Scottish Leases Committee to inquire 
into certain aspects of the law of leases 
in Scotland. 


DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

AT a special meeting of the Camberwell 
Borough Council on May 22, Mr. F. O. 
Hayes, A.R.I.B.A., deputy borough archi- 
tect for Swansea County Borough, was 
appointed director of housing for Camber- 
well. 








COMING EVENTS 


THURSDAY, $UNE 5 
WHITECHAPEL ART GALLERY.—Opening of an 
exhibition on home furnishing for the newly-married. 
Weekdays (except Mondays), 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sundays, 
2p.m.-6 p.m. Closing July 24. 
SATURDAY, F#UNE 7 
R.I.C.S.—Junior Organisation River Trip to Green- 
wich. 2 p.m. Application for tickets by June 3 to 12, 
Great George-street, S.W.1. 
BUILDING TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Summer meet- 
ing. Brighton Technical College. 11.15 a.m. 
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““ Take the Old Man—F.R.I.B.A., 

M.T.P.I., and all that! Won't do a 

stroke of building without the usual 
licences !” 





HOUSING MEDALS, 1952. 
Awards for England and Wales 


8 hn 1952 awards of housing medals 

and diplomas offered by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, 
Mr. Harold Macmillan, for the best 
designed local authority urban and rurak 
housing estates, in England and Wales, 
have now been completed on the recom- 
mendations of the regional awards com- 
mittees. "These annual awards, which are 
made with the support of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, aim to 
encourage a high standard of house design 
and estate planning, and to recognise 
outstanding examples. Entries are re- 
ceived from New Towns and from housing 
associations, in addition to local authorities. 


The 1952 awards were chosen from 275 
schemes completed during 1951. 


The regional awards committees con- 
sist of nominees of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, local architectural soci- 
eties, the local authorities’ associations and 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, There is at least one woman 
member on’ each committee. 


The medal recognises the work of the 
architect or designer responsiple for the 
design of the estate selected: in each case, 
and is awarded individually to that 
person, who also receives a diploma 
signed by the Minister and by the chair- 
man of the awards committee. A 
similar diploma is presented to the local 
authority concerned. In judging the 
entries the awards committee have taken 
into account the layout and appearance 
of the estates and the architectural quality 
of the houses. 


The Minister will, at the invitation of 
the president and the council of the 
R.I.B.A., present the medals and diplomas 
at the Royal Institute on July 16. 
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The awards are as follows :— 


Northern, Hexham R.D.C., scheme, Stocksfield ; 
pon, oy Messrs. William Dixon and Son, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, 1. 

East and West Riding. Ripon and Pateley Bridge 
R.D.C., Broomfield Estate, Birstwith ; Messrs. Need- 
ham, Thorp and White, York. 

North Midland. Brackley 
G. F. Lawson, L.R.1.B.A., Banbury. 


Eastern. Harlow Development Corporation: The 
Lawns, Mark Hall Area 3; Frederick Gibberd, 
F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.I., London, be 1. Braughing 
R.D.C, : Greenways, Buntingford ; P. E. Mauger, 
a R.L.B. ‘A. M.T.P.I., and Partners, * hod Garden 


i Wanterec: M.B.C.: Notre Dame; C.H. 

ames, R. F.R.1.B.A., W. C.1. St. Marylebone 

.B.C.: Barrow Hill Road ; Louis de Soissons, 
O.B.E., AR. A., and Partners, F/A.R.LB.A., N.W.1. 


Southern. Southampton C.B.C.: Old People’s 
Homes, Millbrook ; Leon Berger, A.R.I.B.A., Borough 
Architect, Southampton. Aylesbury R.D.C.: Anstey 
Close, Waddesdon ; R. C. White F.R.I.B.A., Aylesbury. 

South-Western. Exeter C.B.C.: Stoke Hill Estate ; 
H. B. Rowe, F.R.I.B.A., City. Architect, Exeter. 
Stroud R.D.C.: Cheltenham- road, Painswick ; 2: 
Ashwell, M.C., ARI -B.A., Stroud. 


Midland. Nuneaton B.C.: Dempster-court, Church- 
street ; F. Gibberd, F.R.1.B. A., M.T.P.I., London, W.1. 
Pershore R.D.C.: Wick; T. Bateman, A.R.L 'B. hy 
A.M.T.P.I., Evesham. 


North- Wee: Macclesfield B.C.: Gawsworth- 
road, Weston MEXR Scheme ; E. A. Heppenstall, 
A.R. LB.A., A.M.T. Borough Architect, Maccles- 
field. Chapel-en- ~le- Frith R.D.C., Castleton Housing 
Scheme ; G, Robb, A.R.I.B.A., Chapel-en-le- Frith. 

South-Eastern. Crawley, Development Corporation : 
West Gréen; A. G. Sheppard Fidler, F.R.1.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., Crawley. 

Wales. Caerphilly U.D.C.: Nantgarw No. 2; 
Alun Rogers, M.B.E., A.M.I.C.E., Caerphilly. _Wrex- 
ham R.D.C.: Plas Isaf, Rhos-y-medre; J. B. Cooper, 
F.R.1.B.A., Birmingham. 


R.D.C., Syresham ; 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Messrs. PRATT AND GRAY (MR. H. CULLERNE PRATT, 
AR.LB.A., A.M.T.P.I., and Mr. RONALD P. Gray, 
M.B.E., AR.LB.A., ANT PL) have opened an office 
at 18, Church-street, Whitehaven, tel. : Whitehaven 41. 
ow artnership carried on by Miss MOLLY J. TAYLOR 
RA A. Gerrard) and Mr. HuGH BANKART as 
architects, under the style of Messrs, Alfred J. 
“Taylor and Partners, at 4 and 5, Bridge-street, Bath, was 

ved as from April 30, 1952, by mutual consent. 

Mrs. Gerrard will continue to practice under the style 
of Messrs. Gerrard, Taylor and Partners, at 4 and 5, 
Bridge-street, Bath (tel: Bath 60427/ 8/9). Mr. 
Bankart will continue in practice in his own name at 

8a, Miles’s Buildings, George-street, Bath (Tel. : 

Bath 4045). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, May 29th, 1852 


EMIGRATION OF —ENGINEERS.—The 
Amalgamated Society of Operatives are 
now endeavouring to procure funds to 
enable their unemployed members to 
emigrate with their families. 
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* HOUSING AT THE RIGHT RENTS ” 
Housing Centre Trust Conference 


'IHE ever-widening gap between high 
building costs and rents on the one 
hand, and what the average tenant can afford 
to pay on the other, was the main subject 
discussed at a three-day conference arranged 
by the Housing Centre Trust which opened 
at County Hall, London, on May 26. The 
opening address was given by Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 

PROFESSOR SIR PATRICK ABERCROMBIE, 
president of the Housing Centre, presided at 
the first session of the conference and in his 
introductory remarks briefly outlined the 
theme which the proceedings were to follow. 
He expressed a desire that the Housing 
Ministry should give close consideration to 
views and opinions of unofficial organisations 
such as the Housing Centre, for they con- 
tained, he claimed, a reservoir of knowledge. 
Their members were well-informed citizens 
who brought fresh minds to the subject of 
housing and in all matters on which they 
offered criticism they tried to be construc- 
tive. 

Mr. MACMILLAN, in his address, referred 
to a comment which Sir Patrick had made 
about the title of his Ministry. lf it did not 
contain the word “planning,” said the 
Minister, it was because it was meant to 
emphasise what the Government considered 
to be the first priority to living; that, of 
course, was housing. The omission of a 
reference to planning was actually a tribute 
to the. success of Sir Patrick and his col- 
leagues. 

Mr. Macmillan went on to stress the 
immense importance of housing as a spcial 
service; it transcended all other social ser- 
vices and unless it was treated as the most 
essential need, each of the other services 
tended to be a mockery. The Minister re- 
called the wretched living conditions which 
existed in the days of his boyhood and said 
that it had always been his wish to be able 
to make a contribution to the rise in the 
standard of housing. 


Referring to the present national effort. 


being made to build more houses, he said 
the responsibility for the provision of more 
dwellings did not lie only with his Ministry, 
the local authorities and the master builders. 


It was the concern of every individual in 
these islands. Britain’s economic solvency 
was the real answer to the problem. - That 
meant that anyone who could work a little 
harder and thereby increase the amount of 
commodities available for export was, in 
effect, contributing towards the housing 
“ drive.” 

Mr. Macmillan appealed also for all-round 
economy in the use of materials, especially 
those which had to be imported. Efforts 
should be concentrated, he urged, on getting 
better results from materials used, without 
losing hard-won standards. The pamphlet, 


-“Houses 1952,” issued some time ago by 


his Ministry (and which, incidehtally, had 
been a good seller), had been compiled with 
a view to encouraging economies and had 
suggested that savings amounting to £150 
per house could be made. 

The Minister referred to the New Towns 
as a dramatic experiment in the building 
field. They naturally made some mistakes 
in the initial period of their development, he 
said, but he believed that they were going 
to make a major contribution to the need 
for housing and he was anxious to assist 
them with their problems as far as he was 
able. An important factor in the growth of 
these towns was to keep industrial develop- 
ment equally balanced with the rate of new 
housing, for if this was not done the whole 
experiment would be doomed to failure; the 
New Towns would become added extensions 
to cities which were already too large and 
transport problems would be intolerable. 


Housing Medal Schemes 


The second half of the first session of the 
conference was devoted to a series of brief 
descriptions of their successful schemes by 
architects who were awarded Ministry Hous- 
ing Medals last year. The 19 speakers, each 
of whom showed slides to illustrate his 
remarks, were introduced by Mr. J. H. 
ForsHaw, chief architect, Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government. 

Mr. C. E. CuLpin, F.R.I.B.A., gave an 
account of his scheme for West Hill estate 
for the Bridlington Borough Council, one 
interesting feature of which was’ the com- 
pletely open front gardens to all the houses. 








From the R.A, Exhibition, 1952. 


Flats at Sydenham Hill for the Camberwell Corporation. 


Drawn rm Cyril Karey and Adams, 
Mr. Arthur Kenyon, C.B.E., F.R1IB.A., Architect. 
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The tenants had readily accepted the idea, 
he said, and appeared to appreciate the 
advantageous effect whichjt gave to the 
scheme as a whole. The cos mainten- 
ance, carried out by the corporation, was £4 
per house annually. i 

Similar treatment to the gardens had also 
been given to the 78 houses at The Grove, 
Esher, a scheme designed by MR. G. BLAIR 
IMRIE, F.R.1I.B.A. Mr. Imrie said that 
enclosed gardens produced a_ disrupting 
influence in a scheme. He had found that 
if planting of the gardens followed quickly 
upon the completion of the building work 
the new tenants were more inclined to take 
an interest in the scheme. At the Grove 
site, he said, the cost to the tenants for the 
upkeep of the front gardens by the local 
authority amounted to about eightpence a 
week. Another point about this scheme, 
said the architect, was that in a number 
of the dwellings solid fuel cookers, which 
also supplied the hot water supply, had been 
installed at a cost of no more than £27, and 
the tenants had expressed their preference 
for them in place of the normal gas and 
electric cookers. 

In his scheme for the Hartsholme estate 
at Lincoln, Mr.’ P. F. BurRipce, F.R.I.B.A., 
said that he had included dwellings which 
provided accommodation for old people on 
the ground floor with maisonettes above. 
The floors of the maisonettes were sound- 
proofed to prevent the possibility of the 
ground-floor tenants being disturbed by those 
living above them. Asked by a member of 
the audience if there had been any complaints 
from the old people of noise from their first- 
floor neighbours, Mr. Burridge agreed that 
there had been a few complaints but said 
that they were not sustained. 

Old people’s dwellings were again referred 
to by Mr. J. F. Watkins, F.R.1.B.A., archi- 
tect for the scheme at Sheepcot Dell, Holmer 
Green, Amersham. These houses, he said, 
were also suitable for temporary occupation 
for newly-married couples waiting to move 
into a larger house. 

One of the most attractive small schemes 
described was that for a small terrace of 
houses and bungalows designed by Mr. A. G. 
BAGELEY, A.R.I.B.A., for the Council of the 
Isles of Scilly. They were situated on a 
sloping site and were constructed of pre-cast 
concrete blocks. Each pair varied in colour 
treatment and the slides shown of the scheme 
were most impressive. 

The afternoon’s proceedings were rounded- 
off by Mr. ArtHur Kenyon, C.B.E., 
F.R.LB.A., who briefly summed-up on what 
had been an interesting series of short talks 
of an informal nature. 


Are Post-War Housing 
Standards too High? 


T the time had now come when the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment must give responsibility to the local 
housing authority to build, at its discretion, 
dwellings to room sizes smaller than those 
laid down by the Housing Manual, 1949, was 
a view put forward by Mr. IAN M. LEsLE, 
J.P., Hon.A.R.I.B.A. (Editor, The Builder), 
in a paper on this subject, given to the Con- 
ference on Tuesday morning. Alternatively, 
he put forward the suggestion that the Dudley 
Committee should be recalled and set up 
fresh minima of room sizes for state-aided 
housing based on standards of health and not 
on ideal standards of amenity. Miss J. M. 
Upcott was in the chair. 
Before coming to the main questions there 
was another, said Mr. Lesuie, which must be 
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posed and answered. “Is Local Authority 
housing to become part of the Social Ser- 
vices ?” That question was not academic. 
The policy of the late Labour Government 
certainly was directed towards that end; no 
other conclusion could be drawn from legisla- 
tion which at the end of 1951 had produced 
1,016,349 houses, 805,279 of which had 
attracted subsidy, and that irrespective of the 
needs of the tenants or their ability to pay. 
There had also been a change in the 
attitude of the nation. In pre-war days, the 
ordinary man expected to get accommoda- 
tion on a scale roughly related to his ability 
to pay. Rough justice, no doubt, but tem- 
pered by a slum clearance programme which 
was really getting under way. To-day, a 
different attitude prevailed, as many housing 
authorities well knew, which might be briefly 
expressed as the holding of a belief that every 
man was entitled to a high standard of hous- 
ing, and that if he could not or would not 
afford it, then it was the State’s duty to step 
in and make up the gap between what he 
can pay and what is economically needed. 

Was the perpetuation of that viewpoint 
desirable ? Ought it to be encouraged ? He 
thought not, either on grounds of social 
desirability or of cost. Whereas the annual 
cost to the Treasury of state-aided housing 
in 1939 was £15 millions, in 1951 it was £50 
millions. With the proposed new rates of 
subsidy that figure would sharply advance. 
Contribution from the rates added roughly 
another third to the outgoings. 


The Future Promising 


“Everyone sincerely concerned with hous- 
ing has been glad to see the initial success 
of Mr. Macmillan’s policy which has 
increased the number of houses for sale and 
also. the number of dwellings to let,” said 
the speaker. “ But we must not make the 
mistake of being over-optimistic; all the 
factors necessary for further expansion of 
house production are not yet established, in 
particular the supplies of timber and steel 
which depend on economic circumstances not 
within the building industry’s control. Nor 
are these the only difficulties, for the private 
builder is faced with land shortage and with 
development charge, which hamper him at 
every turn.” Yet the future of housing was 
more promising than it was even six months 
ago, though he could wish that the outlook 
for existing property was as rosy; revision 
of the Rent Restrictions Act must not much 
longer be delayed. 

“Naturally somewhat elated about 
numbers, the Government has spoken rather 
less about building costs and rents. Now 
controls are the soil in which high costs 
flourish. For six years we have doggedly 
refused to profit by the lessons of the years 
following the 1918 war, that only when local 
authorities ceased to be the main instrument 
of house building did numbers of houses go 
up and costs come tumbling down, until by 
1938 the typical semi-detached parlour-type 
house erected by the speculative builder was 
being sold for £475 or less, including land, 
services and a profit. To-day, that house is 
costing over three times as much, without 
land or services, and costs are still rising. 

“We know all too little about costs; it 
seems essential that the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government should publish at 
regular intervals figures of costs of local 
authority housing as a first step towards pin- 
pointing a rock on which housing plans may 
well founder. One would hope that those 
figures would be based on final costs; tender 
prices can be very misleading.” 


How might house-building costs be 
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reduced ? asked the speaker. As a long- 
term policy the chief hope was by a return 
to freedom in the building industry. Pro- 
vided that reasonable constructional 
standards were maintained (and guidance 
here existed in the form of the certification 
scheme of the National House-Builders’ 
Registration Council, set up before the war 
by the building industry itself) there need 
be little fear of a repetition of the poor 
quality houses which were produced by a 
small section of pre-war builders. 

“What many of us are much more afraid 
of is a repetition of the wretched standard 
of appearance and layout of estates,” said 
Mr. Leslie. “ Whatever our politics, I hope 
we can agree that Mr. Attlee’s Government 
did a magnificent job in improving the visual 
standards of local authority housing. We 
now look to a Government which is drawn 
from men and women who traditionally have 
had the advantage of a cultural background 
to see that the design of private enterprise 
houses, and not less their setting, is as good 
as is humanly possible. A positive step 
towards this can be simply taken—by incor- 
porating in the bye-laws a clause that every 
plan submitted for an estate or an individual 
house must be prepared and signed by an 
architect. No Government would try to 
create a National Health Service without the 
aid of the medical profession. An Archi- 
tects’ Registration Act which has been in 
existence for 20 years offers a weapon which 
should be fully used in safeguarding visual 
and physical amenity. 

“ This seeming disregard of visual amenity 
values where private enterprise housing is 
concerned does, in fact, make one a little 
anxious over the report that the Minister of 
Works will shortly lift building controls, 
substantially if not in toto. Can we submit, 
for the second time in 30. years, to seeing 
building sites covered with “ Builders’ 
Tudor” and worse? I hope we are not 
prepared to submit to this. The other effects 
of a lifting of controls cannot, I believe, 
be other than good, certainly in the long run. 
There could well be some disorganisation 
at first, but that is a necessary price to pay, 
and I believe that mattérs will rapidly sort 
themselves out as they did 30 years ago, and 
that cost of building must fall, and fall sub- 
stantially.” 

What of the immediate future, in which the 
Government were pledged to assisting in the 


,erection by local authorities of not less than 


five houses in every ten built? There were 
a number of ways by which local authority 
housing problems could be eased, and one 
of them was by* reconsideration of house 
sizes and the standard of services. To take 
the latter point first, there were some local 
authority officials, sometimes engineers, who, 
while anxious about house construction costs, 
seemed to disregard the opportunities 
afforded for economy by layout, services and 
roads. Again, had sufficient thought been 
given by planners to the economies to be 
achieved by the narrow-frontage terrace 
house ? 


The Size of Houses 

The size of houses was a highly important 
factor in any move to bring down costs, said 
the speaker. Were we paying enough atten- 
tion to this? He did not wish to get becalmed 
in discussion as to Mr. Macmillan’s wisdora 
in issuing to local authorities the plans found 
in Dr. Dalton’s cupboard at the Ministry. 
That might have been good politics, but it 
was bad technics. The view was widely held, 
and by none more strongly than architects 
for local authority housing, that the majority 
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' THE NOTRE DAME HOUSING SCHEME, CLAPHAM. This scheme, for the Wands- 
worth BC, has gained a Ministry of Health Housing Medal, 1952, for its architect, Mr. C. H. 
. .B.A. 


James, R.A., 


of the plans shown in “ Houses 1952” repre- 
sented a compromise; they represented an 
attempt to give a comfortable house and at 
the same time save capital cost. There was 
some evidence that they failed in both aims. 

“In my view,” said Mr. Leslie, “ the 
Government requires to take a fresh look at 
housing in the light of present economic 
circumstances. Why is it that in a world of 
shortages—when we can buy less food, afford 
fewer clothes and have almost given up hope 
of keeping anything much more than half 
of what we earn—we should yet persist in 
believing that we can go on increasing the 
size of our houses, or at least maintaining 
them at sizes fixed in more optimistic days? 
That is not to deny that it would be satis- 
factory to do so; it is merely to say that we 
are ignoring realities if we do so. If the 
present situation is such that we are rehous- 
ing the lower-paid earners in dwellings so 
costly that either we must plunge ourselves 
and successive generations even more heavily 
in debt or cause the tenants to live beyond 
their means, then it is clear we must think 
again. And, at the risk of being held 
reactionary, our thoughts must be turned to 
the past, and to the house standards which 
satisfied us a generation batk.” 

Present housing standards were, of course, 
based on the Dudley Report, whose authors 
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noted “a steady rise in the general standard 
of living and a growing desire for an appre- 
ciation of good housing —in particular of 
convenient domestic arrangement and labour- 
saving fittings. We expect that tendency to 
continue after the war.” In that the Com- 
mittee were right, but what they did not 
foresee when they laid down minimum room 
areas (which later formed part of the Hous- 
ing Manual, 1945) was that the cost of build- 
ing,.estimated by them as likely to stabilise 
at about 130 per cent. of 1939 rates, would 
so run away that it was now in the region 
of 300 per cent. of the pre-war datum. To 
hazard such an estimate struck one, even 
after. the event, as being quite remarkably 
optimistic. Even in 1923, the cost of small 
housebuilding had gone up to 160 per cent. 
of the 1914 figure. 


Standards and Rents 


“As a result, we have found ourselves com- 
mitted by successive Governments since the 
war to standards of housing amenity which 
to-day bear no relation whatever to our 
ability to pay for them,” said the speaker. 
There were many signs that the untenability 
of the position forced on us by the Dudley 
Report was being recognised. Since the first 
extravagances of the provisions laid down 
by Mr. Bevan in Housing Manual 1949, there 
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has been noted a steady whittling down of 
size and equipment. Reporting for the second 
time in 1950, the Girdwood Committee on 
the Cost of House-building said: “ We do not 
think it possible to make recommendations 
which would result in substantial reductions 
in house- building costs whilst present 
standards of size and equipment are main- 
tained.” This only confirmed what many 
housing authorities already had experienced. 
Since the publication of that report the 
second w.c. had gone, then the 8 ft. 
ceiling began to shrink (and no one was a 


whit the worse for a 7 ft. 6 in. ceiling). Then _ 


came a reduction in the circulation space of 
a house, noted in “ Houses 1952” (which 
followed at a respectful distance the lessons 
of the Low-Cost Housing Competition organ- 
ised by The Builder six months before) and 
only recently Circular 37/52 appeared which 
enabled all but the essential equipment in a 
house to be eliminated. . As that Circular 
was careful not to specify what was 
“essential equipment,” housing authorities 
were at liberty to decide this point for them- 
selves according to local needs. 

In effect, then, most of the major provisions 
of the 1949 Housing Manual might now be 
disregarded except for those relating to the 
sizes of rooms, and in London, at any rate, 
even those were not inviolate, for the L.C.C. 
had clipped 15 sq. ft. off its main bedroom 
which was now 120 sq. ft. 


Room Sizes and Economy 


“It is the view of most architects and 
many housing authorities that it will be 
impossible to design a house to effect a real 
economy if the architect is tied to specified 
room sizes,” the speaker continued. ‘“ This 
is an era when there has to be a general 
tightening of belts, and unless the provision 
of houses is to become so heavily subsidised 
that it in effect becomes a Social Service, 
then housing must share in the slimming 
process, at least temporarily, so that it may 
be provided without bringing in the train of 
excessive rents the crop of evils and hardships 
arising from families living beyond theit 
means. 

“The time has now come when the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
must give more responsibility to the local 
housing authority to build at its discretion 
dwellings to room sizes smaller than those 
laid down by Housing Manual 1949. Kf 
the winning design for a £1,000 house 
organised by The Builder proved one thing 
more than another it was that compensation 
for reduction in the Dudley standards of 
room sizes could be given by good planning 
and that, as a result, genuine economies in 
materials, labour and money could be 
achieved, Shapes of rooms are not less 
important than their sizes. 


A New Dudley Committee? 


“In putting forward the plea that local 
authorities should now have more freedom 
to decide their own needs, one condition 
should be imposed: that all plans should 
be prepared by a fully qualified architect. 
That I believe to be essential. For the rest, 
if a housing authority desires to build fewer 
houses, but up to full Manual standards, 
it should be allowed to do so. If at the 
other end of the scale it builds smaller but 
more dwellings, it should also be allowed 
to do so. In either case, if it is contrary 
to public needs, the council would have 
to answer for it at the next'local election. 

“If the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government is unwilling to trust the local 
authorities to that extent, then there is, I 
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suggest, another course open to him. He 
could reconstitute the Dudley Committee 
or, if that presented difficulties, set up a new 
committee of equal standing, to reconsider 
minimum standards in the light of present- 
day circumstances, and make recommenda- 
tions based on practical standards of health 
rather than on ideal standards of amenity. 
The first job of that committee should be 
to go round some of the pre-war estates 
and see how people are making out. A 
million council houses to the average of 
745 sq. ft. for a three-bedroom house were 
built between the wars. A census of the 
occupiers’ views would be valuable. 

“Housing authorities should then be at 
liberty to adopt either the maximum of the 
Housing Manual 1949 room sizes or the 
new minimum (what I would call the 
“ Utility ” sizes), or to design at such inter- 
mediate sizes as particular local conditions 
dictate. We tend to get obsessed with size 
as a measure of convenience; we should 
concentrate more on obtaining convenience 
without adding size, and this is particularly 
possible now when the design of whole- 
house heating appliances enables the 
elimination from the bedroom floor of the 
open fireplace which has in the past cramped 
the placing of the beds.” 

The new minimum standards, once estab- 
lished, could be permitted for a limited 
period, if so desired. What would happen 
in effect would be a steady climbing back 
to higher floor areas, as the materials situa- 
tion improved and building costs fell, rentals 
with them. 

In conclusion Mr. Leslie said: “ Any 
Government which seeks to permit a drop, 
however small and however temporarily, 
from existing standards lays itself open to 
an immediate storm of abuse. Yet I believe 
that many of those concerned with housing 
feel that the step is inevitable and believe 
it can best be taken by a Government 
which is prepared to risk a temporary un- 
popularity if it believes the situation 
demands it. I personally hope and believe 
that Mr. Macmillan’s Ministry will have 
courage to take that step and, if it cannot 
take what I believe to be the better course 
of completely freeing housing authorities 
and their architects from the chains of the 
Housing Manual, then at least bring the 
Dudley Committee together again and 
establish fresh minima.” 

Housing in Ireland. 

FoLLowING Mr. Leslie’s paper, the chair- 
man, Miss J. M. Upcort, called upon Sir 
Lucius O’BRIEN, chairman of the Northern 
Ireland Housing Trust, to speak. Sir Lucius 
began by praising the speaker for his excel- 
lent contribution to the conference and went 
on to refer to low-cost housing in Northern 
Ireland where, he said, 8,500 houses of this 
type had been built in recent years. Sir 
Lucius said that in 1945 he came to England 
with the hope of learning how cheaper hous- 
ing could be provided for the people of 
Treland, but was disappointed to find nothing 
that was of advantage to him, for houses 
being built here were bigger and more expen- 
sive than ever. 

The speaker said that by cutting out non- 
essential “frills” his Trust had brought 
down the area of its new houses to 800 sq. ft. 
and experience had shown that the tenants 
did not want large houses. The reduction 
of the ceiling height to 7 ft. 6 in. had been 
welcomed rather than resented, and where 
room sizes had to be reduced there was a 
marked preference for smaller bedrooms 
than smaller living-rooms. Sir Lucius said 
he agreed with Mr. Leslie that good layout 
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of houses was the best way to avoid the 
slum appearance. 

On the question of roads, the speaker said 
that his organisation had found that 13 it. 
was a good width for a service road and 
that considerable savings could be made by 
increasing density in order to make full use 
of services of all kinds. He also favoured 
providing open space in one large area rather 
than dividing it up into a series of small 
open spaces in different parts of an estate. 

The general discussion was opened by 
Miss LESLIE who referred to house recon- 
ditioning schemes with which she had been 
concerned in remote parts of Norfolk where 
urban standards of sanitation and water sup- 
ply were not common—a fact which was of 
no signficance to the local inhabitants. She 
urged that reconditioning should be seriously 
considered whenever it was possible, not only 
in rural areas but in towns also, and she 
mentioned £235 as an estimate of the cost 
at which reconditioning schemes could often 
be carried out. 

ALDERMAN W. S. WiLLiaMs, from N. 
Wales, who said he had been a builder for 
54 years, expressed his dislike for the lower- 
ing of housing standards. It was not worth 
it for the small sum which could be saved, 
he said. The solution to high costs, he 
believed, was to build in terraces rather than 
continue to provide houses of the semi- 
detached type. 

Councittor A. H. W. OLiver, chairman 
of Wokingham Housing Committee, said he 
thought it was bad policy for the Govern- 
ment to continue subsidising rents, for it 
would make it more difficult to get people 
to pay the proper economic rents. He 
thought cheaper housing could be provided 
by the adoption of non-traditional methods 
and he described briefly two types of these 
houses which his council were building at the 
moment. 

Mr. R. T. W. Wuyte, of Sevenoaks, said 
that as long as a shortage of materials 
existed, he did not think it was possible for 
the Government to relax controls. In his 
view the answer to the problem of costs was 
the reorganisation of the building industry. 
There was not enough competition in it; 
almost all the materials used for housing 
were subject to. price maintenance, he said. 

Mr. PETER KENYON, an architect, said he 
supported the idea put forward by Mr. Leslie 
of recalling the Dudley Committee to make 
recommendations for revised standards of 
housing in the light of present circumstances. 
Continuing, he said that many people were 
still thinking in terms of pre-war rents and 
found it difficult to set their minds in order 
on to-day’s costs. On the question of design, 
he said that he thought more attention 
should be given to the external appearance 
of housing estates, for it was on the external 
appearance that they were usually judged. 

Mr. Kenyon said that in connection with 
a new scheme of development it would be a 
useful advantage to know at an early stage 
exactly what would meet with the approval 
of the Ministry and what. would be rejected. 
Architects would also feel more at ease if 
they were allowed more freedom in plan- 
ning rooms, both as regards their size and 
shape. Finally, the speaker said that more 
‘information was needed on the requirement 
of tenants on the question of the sub- 
division of space. There was reason to 
believe, he said, that more and more people 
wanted a large living-kitchen, and he thought 
that more precise information of this kind 
would be of immense value. 

Proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Leslie, 
Miss J. ADBURGHAM, L.R.I.B.A., said that as 
a former member of the Dudley Committee, 
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she was particularly interested in his sugges- 
tion that that Committee (or a new com- 
mittee with similar powers) should be 
recalled to consider minimum standards for 
housing. The Dudley Committee, she said, 
had been anxious to avoid the charge that 
its standards were not high enough and had 
therefore aimed at setting maximum stand- 
ards. She agreed that there were very sound 
reasons why further investigations should be 
made in order to decide upon minimum 
standards. 

«'s The papers by Dr. -Marion Bowley 
(“ Should Rents and State Assistance be 
adjusted to Family Income?”) and by Mr. 
Henry Wells (“The Role of Private Enter- 
prise, and other Housing Agencies ”) will be 
reported next week.—Eprror. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—‘“ Forward”’ in your last issue 
is so gently persuasive that one is 
almost lulled into acceptance of the “ new 
departure,” but due consideration prompts 
me to reply with the proposition that there 
is a great deal more than “ something ” in 
the association of ideas in relation to 
architecture; e.g. obvious fitness for ' 
purpose, the avoidance of blatant 
modernism and a seemly modesty in 
accepting the rules and _ limitations. 
Further, tradition is not static and the 
suggestion that its acceptance implies the 
stabilisation of design at any given point 
of development is disproved by the 
achievements of the Middle Ages which 
he mentions. These are not departures 
from tradition but, as Sickert says, an 
addition to the older things. 

There seems to be a danger today of 
allowing the ebullition of “ new depart- 
ures ” to dim our perception of the beauty 
of our heritage. Everything now must be 
streamlined, plastic, jet-propelled. 
Because new physical developments have 
given rise, very properly, to new concep- 
tions in form, it is becoming fashionable to 
sweep away everything traditional as 
“old fashioned.” The self-propelled 
carriage was 30 years old when we 
suddenly realised that the replacement of 
the horse with an internal combustion 
engine called for a “ new departure” in 
carriage design, and we rapidly evolved 
the beautiful forms that are occasionally 
achieved in car body design ; similarly 
the shape of our newest aircraft is 
definitely a function of jet propulsion. 
But we are so excited by our new inven- 
tions that we seek to apply the process to 
all branches of art regardless of suitability. 

The Church has not suddenly become 
jet-propelled! On the contrary, it is 
steeped in tradition. Why, therefore, 
house it in the latest streamlined concep- 
tion? Let us exert our invention of 
thrilling new forms on new developments 
which demand original thought, which 
pose new problems for solution, but let 
us proceed traditionally where use and 
custom remain unaltered, or we shall 
soon have the design of our churches, 
factories, schools, houses and furniture 
based on that of the wireless cabinet. 

_ That this is not a negation of progress 
is proved by reference to the four illustra- 
tions mentioned in my first letter. Nature 
abhors a right angle, and I feel that we 
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shall avoid taking unnecessary risks with 
our priceless heritage of art and craft if 
we see that, wherever possible, the new 
stems up from the old, accepting reverently 
the limitations imposed by tradition, 
rather than shooting off at right angles to 
the main trend in an effort to force old 
institutions into fashionable new 
departures. W. H. Hosken. 
5, Buff-avenue, Banstead, Surrey. 


DEVELOPMENT CHARGE 
COLLECTION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Why not repeal the provisions in 
the Town and Country Planning 
Act and replace the compensation to be 
paid out next year by the Government 
and its re-collection in dribs and drabs 
over an infinity of time in the future from 
the people, or their successors, to whom 
it has been paid, by a straightforward 
graduated Development Levy? 

In these days of inflation is it good sense 
for the Government to pay out £300 m. 
and should the country’s budget have to 
bear the extra burden of the interest on 
the fund? 

It seems to me that if the country: is 
ever going to reap any benefit from owning 
the development rights it can only be 
because development actually takes place, 
and if the development rights are really 
worth £300 m., can the country afford to 
prevent development taking place by 
charging people a fee which is often not 
only breath-taking but most certainly a 
very heavy deterrent? 

The tremendous job of compiling a 
modern Doomsday Book now being well 
on the way to completion, is it not possible 
to use the information it contains’ to 
operate a development levy without any 
prior compensation of the freeholders ? 
In short, the suggestion I would make is 
that all developers should pay a charge 
which would at present be equal to say 
5 per cent. of the development right 
value, and that this rate should continue 
for a period until five years after such 
time as the licensing restrictions are 
removed. From that date onwards the 
charge should be increased so that the 
5 per cent. rate goes up to 7} per cent., 10 
per cent., 124 per cent., at yearly intervals 
until it is equal to the 100 per cent. of the 
Doomsday Book value. 

Were such a system adopted it would 
have the effect of operating as an incentive 
to land owners to put their land to its 
best use at the earliest time, and would 
over a period of, say, 40 years effect the 
purpose of transferring development rights 
to the State without the evil effect of 
inflation or the prevention of development. 

D. C. Burcgss. 
43, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1. 


THE S.M.M. 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—Your correspondent Mr. C. R. 
Vinycomb states that “a bill of 
quantities . . . if intended to be priced, 
not read.” Now, Sir, I have met esti- 
mators who have admitted. that closer 
reading of a bill of quantities would have 
caused them to put rates against certain 
items different from those which they had 
inserted after a mere cursory glance at the 
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descriptions, but this is the first time that 
I have seen it stated publicly that a bill 
should not be read at all. 

It carries me back to the days when 
I was a diplomatic courier to the Ruritan- 
ian government, and the despatches were 
all marked ‘“‘ Highly Secret—burn before 
reading.” AHREM. 

Bristol. 


SELF-BUILD HOUSING 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—As a member of a very tightly 
closed shop, the architectural pro- 
fession, Mr. Scorer was very courageous 
when he wrote you his letter on Self- 
build Housing, as published in your 
issue of May 16, and I am surprised that 
there have been no replies to him. 

If it can be taken that Mr. Scorer is 
aerlly anxious to “set the people free,” 
then I am with him all the way. We 
must, however, be consistent and include 
in our reforms repeal of the Architects’ 
Registration Act. As the first step in the 
latter connection, we could make regis- 
tration conditional upon an _ architect 


’ being in private practice and maintaining 


an office at his own expense. This may 
result in increased business for those 
remaining on the register, and may be 
the funds of the A.B.S. would benefit in 
consequence, a remark which is prompted 
by Mr. Athoe’s letter of May 16. 
CHARLES ANDREWS [M.I.Mech.E.]. 
Charter Buildings, Sale, Cheshire. 


HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—Since Mr. W. R. Herbert men- 
tioned my name in his letter pub- 
lished by you on May 23, I would like 
to make it clear that my original communi- 
cation to you was not intended as a criticism 
of the conduct of the Management Com- 
pany per se, but rather of the industrial 


‘ machinery for meeting the need to provide 


payment for annual and public holidays. 


I feel sure that there is some mis- 
understanding in the case mentioned by 
Mr. Herbert. In similar cases I have 
never experienced any failure to obtain 
reimbursement of holiday credits properly 
earned. 

Incidéntally, and writing as a layman, 
I would suggest that no employer is 
legally entitled to refuse payment to an 
employee of holiday credits earned in the 
course of direct employment ; the Holiday 
Stamp Scheme cannot override the con- 
tractual relationship of employer and 
employee. Surely it is up to the employer 
to pay in accordance with the contract 


of service, and it is also up to the employer: 


to demand from the Management Com- 


pany reimbursement of the value of. any © 


stamps surrendered ? 


However, I do sympathise with Mr. 
Herbert in his desire for enlightenment 
about the finances of the Management 
Company. My request for audited ac- 
counts was answered by a reference to the 
Companies Registration .Office, who have 
informed me that I can obtain the accounts 
at a cost. Why I should be expected to 
pay for information about the finances 
of a Trustee Company dealing with affairs 
of public interest to all those connected 


‘ 


May 30 1952 


in any way with the building industry is 
beyond my comprehension. 
G. J. MAcMILLAN. 
Crawley, Sussex. 


BUILDING SOCIETY RATES 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Why have some building societies 
increased their mortgage interest 
rate by half per cent. on both old and new 
mortgage accounts? The interest paid by 
these societies on shares and deposits 
has been increased by only quarter per cent. 
It would appear, therefore, that building © 
societies who have increased their rates 
on old mortgages are, in fact, making an 
extra quarter per cent. profit on such 
accounts. 
Most building societies have, of course, 
not increased their interest rates on 
Is — 


existing mortgages, but some have. 
this playing the game? JoHN ARNOLD. 
123, Boundary-road, Plaistow, E.13 


CASH DISCOUNTS AND NOMIN- 
ATED SUB-CONTRACTORS 


To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—I have been reading with con- 
siderable interest the article in your 
issue of May 23, by Mr. Cooke, on the 
subject of ‘Cash Discounts,” but find 
that he has omitted to mention a very 
important aspect of this matter. 

In common with other electrical con- 
tractors, we are called upon to submit 
quotations for work as nominated sub- 
contractors and to include 23 per cent. 
cash discount for the main contractor, 
but I find that it is quite impossible to © 
obtain payment until the main contractors 
have actually received money on our 
behalf. 

In these circumstances I firmly maintain 
that the main contractor is not entitled 
to deduct 2} per cent. for drawing a 
cheque in respect of money handed to 
him for transmission to a nominated 
sub-contractor. 

My own interpretation of the position 
is that immediately an arnount is agreed — 
by a surveyor as being due to a nominated 
sub-contractor, that amount should be — 
paid if the cash discount is to be earned. 

If main contractors are unable to make 
immediate payment, they should not 
expect to take the discount, and they | 
should not resent that fact. E 

My own extensive experience shows 
that, generally speaking, the sub-con- — 
tractor has no direct contact with the | 
surveyor and is not informed of the © 
amounts certified on his behalf or the 
dates of the certificates, and he has to 
telephone main contractors on numerous 
occasions to ask for his money, generally — 
meeting with the reply “that we have © 
not yet received our cheque.” 

When the cheque ultimately arrives the ~ 
23 per cent. cash discount is always © 
deducted. 

I have endeavoured, without success, 
to obtain a definite ruling on this subject, — 
and would be very interested to learn © 
whether any of your readers agree with 
my interpretation. 

A. R. Harris, 3 
Managing Director, Alpha Manufacturing ~ 
and Electrical Co., Ltd. 

21, Cedars-road, S.W.4. 
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South-east elevation of three-storey sectior. 


ADDITIONS TO HARTLAND HOUSE, OXFORD, 
FOR ST. ANNE’S SOCIETY 


SIR GILES GILBERT SCOTT & SON, ARCHITECTS 





Staircase tower. 


Below (left) : Staircase detail ; 
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(right) : The Principal’s room. 
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HESE additions to Hartland 
House, for St. Anne’s Society, 
stand on a site with one frontage on 
Woodstock-road and one frontage 
on Banbury-road. The block re- 
cently completed is the second and 
central section of a balanced scheme, 
the first block to the west also being 
designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
and completed in 1938. The block 
to the east, which will contain the 
assembly hall and offices, will extend 
out to the Banbury-road frontage 
and will be the remaining portion to 
be built. 


The section just completed con- 
sists of a two-storey block with a 
pitched roof flanked by a three- 
storey block with a flat roof to the 
east of it, balancing a similar three- 
storey. block in the existing 
building immediately to the west. 
The external walls are faced with 
random - coursed rubble Bladon 
stone with dressings of Clipsham 
stone. The pitched roof, of Cots- 
wold stone slates, is laid in gradu- 
ated stone courses. 


At both ends of the north-to- 
south axis of the centre two-storey 
block are glazed doorways, the 
south door leading to the garden 
and the north door to cycle path, 
etc. Both doorways are flanked by 
pilasters and surmounted by carved 
stone features incorporating the 
Arms of the Society, carved by 
Mr. E. S. Frith, in Hopton-wood 
stone, finished in heraldic colours. 

The main rooms occur on the 
south or garden side of the building, 
and the Principal’s room has a 
balcony overlooking the garden. 
Over the Principal’s room is a 
carved tympanum, the carving in 
which consists of two beavers and a 
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id by View from south-east. 
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Ground-, first- and second-floor 

plans. The stippled portion 

represents the earlier building 
(1938). 
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Senior common room. 


THE 





shield bearing the year of the completion of this section 
of the building. 

The accommodation is shown on the plans which 
also indicate how the new work is linked up with the 
earlier portion. The joinery throughout is in Japanese 
oak stained and polished, and the corridors have oak 
dados. Many of the rooms have fitted bookcases and 
cupboards, etc. The floors are of precast prestressed 
concrete slabs, the floor finishings being Bagac wood 
block with quarry tiles in kitchen, lavatories, etc. 
The staircase is carried out in precast concrete finished 
with terrazzo, with wrought-iron balustrade and handrail 
of hard wood ebonised. Central heating is installed 


Se RATE LO LEE 


BUILDER 








HARTLAND 
HOUSE, 
OXFORD 


throughsut, Rayrad panels being used, those on the 
south s'de running continuously the length of the 
building. 

The general contractors were Messrs. Benfield and 
Loxley (Oxford), Ltd. Sub-contractors and suppliers 
were :— 


Concrete, Ltd., flooring and roofing ; Laidlaw Smith, Ltd., steel- 
work; R. Y. Ames, roof slating; Fred G. Alden, Ltd., heating, hot 
and cold water ; James Gibbons, Ltd., metal windows and ironmongery ; 
D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., flat roofing ; Lenscrete, Ltd., roof light ; 
F,. Church, external plumbing; Lowe and Oliver, Ltd., electrical 
installation ; Potter Rax, Ltd., wrought-iron balustrading, etc. ; Minoli 
and Co., terrazzo; J. W. Gray and Son, lightning conductors ; Acme 
Flooring and Paving Co., wood block flooring; John Bolding and 
Sons, Ltd., sanitary fittings; Carter and Co., Ltd., glazed tiling 
and G.E.C., Ltd. .electric light fittings. 
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View from north-west. Reconstruction is above the stone walls, the pitch of roof having been reduced. Originally the eaves 
were at thz level of the stonework, with a roof pitch of 70 deg. The window hoods are in copper. 


CONVERSION OF OAST HOUSES, HARRIETSHAM, KENT 
JOHN A. STRUBBE, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 


© ie conversion of these oast houses necessitated the complete / 
demolition of the roofs and brickwork down to the first-floor | 
level due to the decayed roof timbers and faulty brickwork. Because 
of this it was decided that the new roofs should have a much lower 
pitch to give adequate room height on the perimeter of the oasts. 
The building of the roofs to the oasts presented an interesting problem * “ iis >is 
of construction and the progress photographs show the method = 
adopted, that of prefabricating half trusses and connecting these at * 
the radial point by flat steel bars each connecting two half trusses, 
the whole being bolted together at the point of radius. Bulldog 
timber connectors were used in this truss rafter roof construction. 
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CONVERSION OF 
OAST HOUSES, 
HARRIETSHAM 


View from south-west. 





This roof was then covered in the normal way with 
felt and battens, the special-shaped roof tiles being 
reused. 

The 9-in. biick drum, built up from the old stone 
walls, was reinforced by three }-in. rods laid in the 
joints to ensure that slight settlement cracks in the 
stone walls under would not eventually continue up 
through the new brickwork. The first floor only 
has been converted to provide domestic accommo- 
dation, the lower ground floor being retained for 
agricultural storage; only the entrance door and part 
of the staircase are within the ground floor. The 
fireplace and base for flue and Rayburn cooker was 
formed by a concrete slab supported by the old stone 
wall below and a new r.s.j. spanning one side of the 
oast. All internal partitions were in 3-in. breeze, 
plastered, and ceilings of plaster board and skimmed. 
Windows were wooden casements. The general 
contractor was Mr. J. A. Bonner, of Detling, Maidstone 





From south-east. 








Details of trusses. These were prefabricated off site, and considerable economy in timber has been effected by the use of 
bulldog timber connectors. 
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MEDICAL CENTRE, 
CHISWICK 


For London Transport 


ARCHITECTS : WALLIS, 
GILBERT AND PARTNERS, 
FFRIBA, IN ASSOCIATION 
WITH THOMAS BILBOW, 

FRIBA, ARCHITECT TO 

THE LTE 


ys 1946, London Transport began 

to put into effect a scheme for 
the decentralisation of its medical 
service, a scheme which was com- 
pleted with the recent opening of 
this south-west divisional medical 
centre at Chiswick Works. (Three 
other centres are already in opera- 
tion.) The layout of the centre 
follows modern practice in providing 
light and airy rooms finished in 
pastel colours; full use has been 


_made of contrasting tones for the 


different walls of the various con- 
sulting rooms. The reception room 
is a departure from tradition in 
that, to relieve it of the normal 
waiting room atmosphere, the archi- 
tects have substituted for one party 
wall a dwarf partition surmounted 
by climbing plants. Emphasis 
throughout has been on freedom 
from dust-collecting ledges, corners 
and skirtings; the walls are painted, 
the floor is of warm red composition 
tiles, while all inside cills are 
finished in primrose glazed tiling. 


Large metal casement windows (with double windows 
for soundproofing the consulting- rooms) provide 
adequate natural lighting while steam heating, used in 
conjunction with extractor fans, ensures a steady 
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Exterior view of entrance staircase. 
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A. MEDICAL OFFICERS 

B. MEDICAL CENTRE EXAMINATION 
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supply of clean warmed air. 


The assistant architect of Messrs. Wallis, Gilbert and 
Partners was Mr. W. G. Challen, A.R.I.B.A. ; the con- 
sultant engineers were Messrs. S. H. and D. E. White ; 
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Reception room. Climbing plants are surmounted on a dwarf partition. 


and the quantity surveyors Messrs. Stanley Griffith and 
Partners. The clerk of works was Mr. J. H. Hutchins 
and Messrs. Marshall Andrew and Co., Ltd. were the 
general contractors. Following were the principal sub- 


contractors : 

Asphalt and cork insulation, Rock Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; artificial stone, 
Stuarts Granolithic Co., Ltd. ; floor finishes : Semastic tiles, Semtex, 
Ltd. ; terrazzo, Brockwell Mosaic Co., Ltd. ; rubber, E. J. Elgood, Ltd. ; 
ironmongery, Teuten and Co., Ltd.; metal lettering, D. Burkle and 
Son, Ltd.; lavatory cubicles, Carter and Co., Ltd.; partitioning, 
Holoplast, Ltd. ; plants, Felton and Sons, Ltd. ; plumbing, Stitson, 
White and Co., Ltd. 

Steelwork, Measures Bros., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, John Bolding and 
Sons, Ltd. ; staircases, Allen and Greaves, Ltd. ; tiles, Carter and Co., 
Ltd. ; X-ray room lead lining, Venesta, Ltd. ; telephones, switchboard 
gear, electric clocks, lighting, ventilation, London Transport Executive ; 
heating and hot water, A. Scull and Son, Ltd. 


The X-ray room. One of the consulting rooms with soundproof double windows. 























May 30 1952 


THE BUILDER 


SOUTH BANK BRIDGE 
The Factor of Safety 


((ORRESPONDENCE arising out of the 

tests on the prestressed concrete bridge 
at the South Bank* was published in 
the Daily Telegraph last week, in which a 
statement by Sir E. Owen Williams that 
“the bridge would appear to have been, 
at all times, a dangerous structure” has 
been challenged by Sir Francis .Meynell 
(director of the Cement and Concrete 
Association) and by a partner in the firm 
of engineers which designed the bridge. 
Following are extracts. from the corre- 
spondence :— 


From Sir Owen Williams 

Whether the strength of a bridge required 
by the authorities is “needlessly” strong 
(i do not think it is) is not the question, 
as there cannot be one standard for one 
method of construction and another lower 
standard for another. The South Bank 
footbridge as built did not comply in its 
overall strength with statutory requirements 
for all materials, whether in steel, wood or 
anything else. 

Sir Francis states that a prestressed bridge 
uses less cement than a normal concrete 
bridge. From the description as given in 
The Builder, it is clear that the bridge 
actually used twice as much concrete, and 
twice as much cement, as a normal rein- 
forced concrete bridge. The facts are that 
this bridge was twice as heavy as it need 
have been, used twice as much concrete and 
cement, cost more and, as proved by its 
destruction test, was sub-standard. 

But there is a much more alarming aspect. 

. The loading of the bridge for its entire 
width was the most favourable condition of 
loading and did not demonstrate its true 
strength, or lack of strength, under con- 
ditions it might well have experienced. 

Had the bridge been loaded for half its 
width it can be calculated from the destruc- 
tion test that it would have failed under 
a load of 18 tons. This would just represent 
a crowd of people who might well have 
been.on one side of the centre line of the 
bridge, as often happens. The bridge would 
appear to have. been, at all times, a dan- 
gerous structure, and had it been known 

would have been closed to the public. 

There appears to be a case for an official 
inquiry as to how it came about that a 
bridge which proved on test to be sub- 
standard and would appear, as a result of 
this test, to have been a dangerous structure 
for certain probable conditions of loading, 

as permitted to be built and used. 


‘From Sir Francis Meynell 

He (Sir Owen) said that if the South Bank 
prestressed footbridge had been designed in 
normal reinforced concrete it would have 
had a breaking strength of 160 tons. That 
at the high average of 13 st. a person) would 
have represented a density. of 2.5 people 
to a square foot. 

But the highest recorded density—in an 
American experiment, when the victims, 
undergraduates, were temporarily compressed 
as much as was feasible—gave a figure of 
ne more than one person per square foot. 
So Sir Owen Williams’s 160 tons would have 
supported 14 undergraduates standing on the 
shoulders of another one at a density in 

hich the young men could scarcely breathe, 
much less climb. 

Sir Owen says that the prestressed bridge 


did not conform to statutory requirements. 
There are no exact statutory requirements 
for a footbridge; there are recommendations, 
and these were fully complied with in this 
instance. Furthermore, the statutory require- 
ments for a bridge with mixed traffic are 


.based on the normal system of reinforce- 


ment which Sir Owen exclusively (and in the 
opinion of some indiscriminately) favours. 


Prestressing is still too new in this country 
—proved again and again though it has been 
abroad—for a code of practice to have been 
arrived at. When it is—and the breaking 
of the bridge should forward the day—it will 
take account of the bending strength which 
for some,uses (but by no means for all) pre- 
stressing gives concrete, along with a large 
economy of steel and a modest economy: of 
cement. 


As for the saving. in cement which Sir 
Owen claims he could have made, he is too 
modest. He could have saved the lot—by 
the use of a vast deal more steel. Saving 
steel is of the highest importance to-day. 
The prestressed footbridge used only a 
quarter of what would have been required 
in a normally reinforced structure. Unlike 
Sir Owen, we are not defending one system 
by attacking another.. Our concern is to 
examine and refine the use of what in given 
circumstances is fhe most appropriate method, 
whether it is prestressed or ordinary reinforce- 
ment. 


From Mr. R. S. Jenkins (Ove Arup and 
Partners) 

As the firm of consulting engineers respon- 
sible for the design of the South Bank foot- 
bridge . . . we chose’ prestressed concrete for 
the bridge in question because it is the only 
form of construction that could comply with 
the architects’ requirements of the slender 
lines which were achieved for this structure. 

_A great merit of this new form of con- 
struction is that it results in shallower struc- 
tural depths of beams, and in this case it 
produced the desired architectural effect, 
which has been much admired, at a cost 
which was of the same order as a con- 
ventional bridge in reinforced concrete. 

We consented to the destruction test on 
the bridge in the hope that this might bring 
to light some valuable information for engin- 
eers when designing in prestressed concrete. 
In our opinion the results of the test fully 
justify this material in the particular applica- 
tion, and there have emerged some useful 
lessons which will be made public in the 
final report on the test. 

As regards the load it ultimately carried, 
it is unfair to interpret this as being in any 
way discreditable to prestressed concrete, for 
had we wished we could have made this 
greater by using more prestressing cables. 
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near failure under this condition of loading, 
but that the amount of load it would take 
in this position cannot be calculated from 
the test that was carried out. 

In saying that it can, Sir Owen appears 
to show that he does not understand the 
manner in which structural members resist 
twisting. In our opinion, incidentally, a given 
load per square foot uniformly spread across 
the bridge, which was the case tested, is a 
worse case than when it is spread across 
half the width of the bridge. 


CRICKET 


R.LB.A. Lose to L.M.B.A. 


THE FIRST MATCH between cricket XIs 
representing the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the London Master Builders’ 
Association was played on May 21 on the 
Pearl Assurance ground (by kind permission 
of their sports club). Perfect cricket weather 
and a beautiful ground, added to keen bowl- 
ing and fielding by both sides, made the 
occasion really delightful. The batting, early 
in the season, was uneven, but good innings 
were played by J. Seward (81 not out) and 
A. F. Wallis, for the builders, and by J. 
Kennedy Hawkes and F. G. Cooper for the 
architects. The L.M.B.A. owed much to 
W. C. Burton, who took 5 wickets for 31, 
and to B. J. Garrett (4 for 39). 

‘Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish (President, 
L.M.B.A.) welcomed the R.I.B.A. XI, and 
expressed thanks to the Pearl Assurance 
Sports Club for their generous hospitality. 
Mr. Douglas Taylor responded for the archi- 
tects. ‘Among those who watched the play 
were Mr. Martin Briggs (Hon. Sec., R.I.B.A.), 
Mrs. Woodbine Parish, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. 
A. Hughes and Mr. and Mrs. Whitehead. 


L.M. 
A. F. Wallis b Norton 


J. Seward not out 


. Silverton not out 


R. F. Tobitt . 
B J. Garrett }aia not bat 
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yr Hawkes ¢ b Burton 

M. Brock b Burton 

. Hammond c Triggs b ay es pate. 
R. Norton c Eldridge b Garrett 


ynoe c Silverton b Garrett 


S 
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. Taylor not out 


_ It now appears to Sir Owen to have been Garre 


at all times a dangerous structure and pre- 
senting a case for an official inquiry. _ As 
this statement is entirely without foundation, 
we have no anxiety whatever of the out- 
come.of any such inquiry. The basis of Sir 
Owen’s remarks, it will be noted, is not so 
much the uniform load test that was actually 
carried out, but something he says can be 
calculated from it. “Had the bridge,” he 
writes, “been loaded for half its width it 
can be calculated from the destruction test 
that it would have failed under a load of 
18 tons.” It can be demonstrated that not 
only ‘would the bridge have been’ nowhere 


OBITUARY 
J. A. Souttar, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to announce the death, which 
occurred at Elie, Fifeshire, on May 24, of 
Mr. James Augustus Souttar, F.R.I.B.A. He 
was 85. Mr. Souttar at one time practised 


in London.. He was formerly architect to 
the British and Foreign School Society, and 
the Cambrian Coast Hotels Co. From 1919 
to 1925 he acted for the War Office as 
Supervising Valuer, Western Command. 
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BUILDING PROGRESS IN SOUTH AMERICA 


THE BUILDER 


Rapid Development Follows the Race for Raw Materials 
By JOHN BROWN 


I HAVE just returned from a six months’ 

visit to South America, and the speed 
and scale of building progress out there 
came as a shock to one reared on the old- 
fashioned ideas of maviana and tradition- 
alism. 

Builders have, of course, always had a 
special interest in the west coast republics, 
if only for historical reasons, for in the 
days of the Inca Empire the Indian archi- 
tects and engineers solved problems of 
construction that would puzzle some of 
our best men to-day. Every year thous- 
ands of visitors from. North America 
come to Peru to marvel at the original 
skyscrapers — the mountain peak 
fortresses, temples, and observatories of 
the Andes, such as Macchu-Picchu, 
Pomabamba, and Sacsahuaman. How 
the 20-ton blocks of andesite were taken 
up 10,000 ft. high precipices and fitted 
together so perfectly without mortar is 
still a matter of conjecture and argument 
in the archaeological journals. 


There is great prosperity to-day on the 
west coast, due to the improvement in 
metal prices. The big mining companies 
are building terrace houses of the type 
popular in Britain in the ’eighties and 
*nineties of last century for the Indian 
workers, and these mark a vast improve- 
ment in living standards in the sierras. 
The Indians who cannot get jobs in the 
mines live in the traditional adobe shacks, 
with corrugated iron roofs, over which 
ropes are slung, with weights attached, 
against the high winds of the uplands. 
The trouble is that there are few districts 
of importance at altitudes less than 
14,000 ft. up in the Andes, and some veins 
now being mined outcrop on 17,000 ft. 
peaks. 


These conditions impose limitations on 
living standards. Costs of transportation 
from the coast, involving mule and llama 
trains over difficult trails, are high; labour 
is restricted to people who can stand the 
rarefied air (Europeans need a few 
months to adjust themselves) and tech- 
nical operations are influenced in complex 
ways by the low air pressure. All cooking 
operations, for instance, take four times 
longer than at sea level. © Newcomers 
cannot hurry or carry weights, or they 
will collapse, breathless, during their 
first weeks “‘ up the hill,”’ as they call it. 
And white men need a fortnight in the 
lowlands every three months to readjust 
themselves, and maintain a proper balance 
of the white and red blood corpuscles. 


PREFABRICATED BUNGALOWS 


The bungalows for the mining engineers 
and their families are on the style of British 
prefabricated dwellings, and are fitted with 
every gadget that American ingenuity 
can devise. There is no timber in the 
sierras, and little on the desert coast. 
In fact, if it were not for the fortunate 
import of the eucalyptus tree from Aus- 
tralia it is hard to see what some towns 
would do about fuel. The eucalyptus 


thrives out here, however, and among its 
many uses-it provides the bridges used 
by the Indians and their llamas across the 
rivers, canyons a thousand feet deep being 
a common hazard. 


There are vast timber resources in 
Amazonia, but again it is a question of 
transport. At the moment all mahogany 
and cedar are shipped eastward from 
Iquitos down the Amazon to Brazil and 
the Atlantic mouth. There is no rail or 
road connection with the. Pacific coast, 
and even food supplies reach the Amazon- 
ians from Europe and North America, 
the freight rates working out cheaper than 
overland transport from the west coast. © 


It.is in Brazil that one finds the greatest 
drive towards a revolutionary improve- 
ment in housing standards, if one ignores 
the new government buildings in the 
various capital cities such as Buenos Aires 
and Montevideo. I was reminded of 
Hollywood versions of the expanding 
frontiers of North America, when the 
slogan was ‘“‘Go West, Young Man.” 
This slogan, literally translated into 
Portuguese, is actually used in the new 
Brazil, and is bringing similar results. 


VAST NATURAL RESOURCES 


Brazil is half as large again as Europe, 
without Russia. It is larger than the 
United States, if Alaska is excluded. 
Four-fifths of the country is potentially 
productive, but to-day the population is 
only 45 millions, and not 10 per cent. of 
the land is cultivated. Half the country 
is still unexplored.jThere 
are forest areas as big as 
western Europe, great 
resources of iron ore, and 
vast rivers which could 
develop power onascale 
not visualised in the Old 
World. ‘ 


But the great size of 
the country makes com- 
munications _ difficult. 
Education, hygiene, and 
social services are far 
behind those of countries 
like Uruguay. There has 
been heavy immigration 
from Europe since 1945, 
and this has acted like 
a blood transfusion. 
Somesettlers whoarrived 
penniless from Central 
Europe in 1945 are now 
riding about in Packards, 
and own villas in Rio. 
Fortunes have been 
made in a single~year. 
Boomtown _ conditions 
prevail in Sao Paulo, and 
the new towns of Goiania 
and Anapolis. The rail- 
road has pushed into the 
jungle hinterland on the 
high plateau 40 miles 
west of Anapolis, and as 
each new town rises, 
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the countryside is depopulated. Goiania, 
like Belo Horizonte, was created out of 
the wilderness. Where will the drive 
end? No one knows. ‘The optimists 
prophesy a drive right through the 
Matto Grosso to the border of Peru— 
the -greatest pioneé¢ring exploit in tropical 
history, with Brazil’s standard of living 
the highest in South America by 1960, 
Others: say ‘‘ Make what you can before 
the bubble bursts.” My instinct is that 
the prosperity is here to stay, because it 
is created by hard work and brains, and is 
not the fruit of speculation. 


BRITISH ENTERPRISE 


In Sao Paulo to-day the boast is “A 
skyscraper completed every week and a 
house every day.” A dozen languages 
are spoken in the streets, and British 
builders and engineers are playing their 
part in fantastic surroundings. There is 
a strong ‘“ Down with the rich” move- 
ment, and as every gringo is supposed to 
be rich, an idea the politicians find useful 
when they need a slogan for election, 
there is plenty of variety in daily life. 


New types of construction have occu- 
pied the attention of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment and many private firms in South 
America. The United States method of 
employing specialist firms, each confined 
to.one type of work, is being tried. This 
method has a significant effect in speeding 
up construction, although the effect on 
costs is arguable. 


A number of contracts were placed for 
prefabricated dwellings for the workers, 
but in nearly all cases, as in Britain, pre- 
fabrication was confined to the shell, and 
components and fittings were of usual 
pattern, Power station clinker is utilised 
as a base for the extraction of cement 
























































































































































Work in progress on the Paolo Afonso hydro-electric project. 
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constituents in the eastern industrial 
parts of Sao Paulo province. 

In sinking foundation boreholes in diffi- 
cult country, such as where. claystone 
is met, a steel chisel driven by a sliding 
plunger is used, and has proved successful 
down to 9 ft. depths, which gives a suffi- 
cient margin. 

The advantages of lightweight bricks 
are greatly appreciated in house construc- 
tion, and in one building high-tensile 
steel and aluminium structure has been 
stabilised by lightweight expanded mater- 
ials of various kinds. Prestressed con- 
crete is very popular, as it is in Britain 
to-day, because of the high price and 
shortage of steel. 


INFLUENCE OF THE SOUTH 
BANK EXHIBITION 


Pictures and plans of the 1951 South 
Bank Exhibition, and of the new experi- 
ments with bitumen in hydraulic works in 
Holland, are closely studied by the archi- 
tects of the capital cities. The best 
known architect on the west coast is Max 
Pefia Prado, of Lima, who was responsible 
for the now famous Limatambo Airport 
Terminal building. The Peruvian Gov- 
ernment sent Senor Prado to the U.S.A. 
in 1944 to study, and he made good use 
of his opportunities. .The design of the 
Terminal building presented a number of 
complex problems, and these have been 
solved in a happy way. Lying in a natural 
basin in the lower foothills of the Andes, 
this is one of the show-places of an aerial 
tour of the Continent. 

The Terminal cost £90,000 to construct, 
and is a five-storey reinforced concrete 
building. The grand lobby is two storeys 
high, and has a floor space of 150 ft. by 
60 ft. The floor is of marble, and columns 
of onyx support the ceiling. The ground 
floor contains six waiting rooms for 
passengers, and the customs and other 
official offices. . A large staircase and four 
lifts lead to the second storey, composed 
of shops, restaurants, cable offices, and 
banks. The third floor is devoted to the 
living quarters of pilots and staff, and the 
technical offices. The top floor is for 
administration, while above this is the 
control tower. The ground floor, or 
basement, houses a branch post office, 
freight stores, and a cafeteria for passen- 
gers in a hurry. Aircraft can be loaded 
on three sides of the ramps running 
parallel to the terminal. 

Prado also designed the El Porvenir 
Civic Centre in Peru, which has 2,000 
apartments, and includes a cinema with 
seating for 2,500 people, and a plaza twe 
city blocks in area. Those people in this 
country who still think of South America 
in terms of comic-opera revolutions and 
poverty-stricken beggars sprawled outside 
adobe huts would be amazed if they could 
see the changes wrought since 1941, when 
North America began to pour money south 
in the race for raw materials. 


UNEXPLORED TERRITORY 


Great construction works such as those 
at Cafion del Pato and Paolo Afonso 
have shown that the white engineers 
can train the local labour to western 
standards of efficiency. ‘The penetration 
of the States of Goias and Matto Grosso 
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in Brazil is an investment for the future, 
but one that is certain to pay good divi- 
dends. To-day only 3 per cent. of 
Brazil’s population live in these States, 
which in area amount to 23 percent. of the 
country. The forward look is indicated 
by the fact that in Goias, probably the 
least explored State in the world, a site 
has already been marked out as “ the 
future capital of Brazil.” The great 
new steel plant at Volta Redonda can 
utilise the vast resources of high-grade 
iron ore from Itabira. 

There is no trouble about waiting lists 
in the South American countries. A 
plan is made, approved by the local 
authority—a matter of a few days if you 
“know somebody” and a month other- 
wise. After that, a job can be started 
right away. In the remoter parts, of 
course, people build as they please with 
whatever materials and to whatever 
standards they wish. 

The whole atmosphere of expansion 
and undammed energy is very refreshing 
after form-ridden Europe. 


WOOLWICH REPLANNED 
Planning Students’ Scheme 


‘RACH year’ the students of the Town 

Planning Department of University 
College, London, prepare, as a diploma 
course subject, a group scheme of a par- 
ticular part of the London area. This year 
the area chosen was part of Woolwich, and 
on April 22, at the Housing Centre, the 
scheme was explained by the students con- 
cerned. Mr. ARTHUR LING, of the L.C.C. 
planning department, presided, and a scale 
model and a number of maps were on view. 


Mr. E. E. HoLLaMBy showed on a map 
where Woolwich was situated in regard to 
the London area, and gave an outline of 
its history from pre-Roman times. 

Mr. D. A. SPEECHLEY described con- 
ditions as the group had found them. The 
area surveyed covered 737 acres, of which 
residences occupied 270 and the War 
Department ‘192. The buildings in the area 
had been classified into three age groups— 
pre-1875, 1875 to 1916, and post 1916. The 
majority of them were pre-1875. The build- 
ings were also classified according to con- 
dition as derelict, poor, fair or substantial. 
The survey showed that structural condition 
did not depend on age. The residential 
part south of the industrial belt adjoining 
the river was in need of early redevelopment 
and the large area in the east, between 
Brookhill-road and Burrage-road, contained 
only a few buildings with a long life, so 
that its redevelopment should be provided 
for in the plan. If all the group’s proposals 
were carried out there would be accommo- 
dation for some of the overspill population 
of Greater London. 


Mr. R. S. StTopparT described what was 
proposed to be done about roads, railways, 
etc. Among other suggestions was one for 
a tunnel east of the free ferry as recom- 
mended in the County of London plan, 
1943. 

Mr. E. G. IsHERWOoD said the group 
supported the idea of a barrage on the site 
proposed by the Thames Barrage Associa- 
tion. Below Teddington the river became 
an estuary, where effluent from outfall 
sewers was washed back and forth with the 
tides. Besides getting rid of pollution, a 
barrage would make it possible to run an 
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efficient water-bus service; under present 
conditions the tides made this impossible. 


Removal of Arsenal 


Mr. E. F. Muts dealt with industry. 
The Board of Trade regarded Woolwich as 
an area in which industrial capacity should 
be reduced, he said. The group suggested 
that the arsenal should be removed from 
Woolwich and its place taken by consumer 
industries. 

Mr. G. R. ApaMs said that the main 
object of the plan was to make the most 
of a magnificent site. It was proposed to 
increase the population from 19,000 to 
24,000. There were to be three neighbour- 
hood units, and the highest density of popu- 
lation would be on the higher levels, The 
first stage of development, to be completed 
in five years, would be the tackling of the 
worst slum area. The second stage was to 
be completed within ten years. Here, very 
little redevelopment could be accomplished 
without pulling down some houses at present 
in use. In the third stage, to be completed 
within 20 years, this system of rede- 
velopment would be extended and improve- 
ments would be made to the hospital and 
town hall.. The building at present used 
as a barracks would be developed as a 
county college and the existing polytechnic 
would expand its functions in that manner. 

Mr. W. H. Ginson, Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor, Woolwich, said he had been 
impressed by the way the group had stressed 
the need for a barrage. The residents of 
Woolwich would appreciate this from the 
amenity point of view, but had the group 
considered the drainage problems in low- 
lying lands, as, for example, at Bermondsey? 
Mr. Apams replied that there was a dis- 
advantage, but the amount of seepage would 
be very small. 


NATIONAL FOREST ESTATES 
Steady Expansion Reported 


ACCORDING to the 32nd annual report of 
the Forestry Commissioners (H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 3d.) published on May 21, the 
year’s planting covered 57,164 acres (England 
17,491 acres; Scotland 26,960; Wales 12,713) 
compared with 53,737 acres planted in the 
previous year. More than 95 million young 
trees were used in forming the new wood- 
lands. 

During the year licences were issued for 
the felling of 30,597,000 cubic feet of timber 
(over six inches quarter-girth at breast 
height); conifers 7,777,000 cubic feet and 
hardwoods 22,820,000. cubic feet. Included 
in the conifer volume were 2,233,000 cubic 
feet of thinnings which did not rank against 
the felling quota. 


Reports on Minerals 


Thé@ Mineral Resources Division of 
Colonial Geological Surveys has decided to 
revive in slightly different form the series 
of grey-covered publications on economic 
minerals entitled “ Reports on the Mineral 
Industry of the British Empire and Foreign 
Countries ” which was begun in 1920 by the 
former Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau 
and carried on from 1926 to 1940 by the 
Mineral Resources Department of the Im- 
perial Institute. New volumes will be added 
and many of the old ones entirely rewritten 
in course of time, but the old title of the 
series will be dropped. The first publication 
in the new series is on Vermiculite and wes 
prepared by Dr. E. R. Varley. Copies are 
available from H.M.S.O., price 7s. 6d. 





BOOKS 


Sir JoHN SoANE. By John Summerson. (Lon- 
don: Art and Technics, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 
THIS LITTLE BOOK is in large part a reprint 

of the lecture on Soane’s personal style which 

the author gave at the R.I.B.A., in December, 

1950, here accompanied by a large number 

of illustrations arranged as strictly as pos- 

sible in chronological order to show Soane’s 
development as an architect. Mr. Summer- 
son holds that the key to Soane’s distinctive 
style is to be found in the Bank Stock office, 
which he designed in 1792 under the influence 
of buildings by George Dance the younger 
and Sir Robert Taylor. “The Soane style,” 
writes Mr. Summerson,” was evolved rapidly 
and completely within a few years, when 
Soane was aged, say, 38-45 and when he had 
the advantage of frequent discussion with and 
help from George Dance. Everything be- 
fore that period was either academically 
derivative or feeble and affected; everything 
afterwards depended on the half dozen or so 
themes of the creative period. These were 
combined, expanded, converted, invented and 
modified in all sorts of ways, but not a single 
new theme was added to their number. Soane 
became the prisoner of his own style.” How 
sad it is that so much of Soane’s finest work, 
particularly his Bank of England interiors, 
should have been destroyed. 
Soane was not a happy man. He had a 


“ self-torturing mind,” was estranged from his 
sons, quarrelled with Academy colleagues and 
died a lonely old man. Yet he had an 
“unassailable integrity ” and was devoted to 
his profession. 

There is some mystery about his name. 
Mr. Summerson says it was Soan and that 


the “e” was added when he married. The 
D. N. B., however, says the name was Swan. 

This is a remarkable piece of architectural 
scholarship, appealing, perhaps, more to the 
Specialist than the general reader, who would 
probably like a fuller ere ae 


CLuB PREMISES FOR OLD PEOPLE: NOTES 
ON DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW 
BumpInGs. Pp. 8. (National Corporation 
for the Care of Old People.) 

WITH AN IRONY all too common nowadays, 
the issue of this little .pamphlet seems to 
have coincided with the Government’s 
announcement restricting building work for 
village halls, community centres and other 
institutions for youth and adult welfare to 
essential maintenance and alterations cost- 
ing less than £1,000. “Seems,” because the 
pamphlet itself bears no date, a regrettable 
omission. Nevertheless, the need for old 
people’s clubs is great and is likely to 
become more urgent as the expectation of 
life lengthens and the numbers of the elderly 
increase. 

It is an excellent thing that the need should 
be pressed upon us by a body with the 
experience and prestige of the National 
Corporation, and that careful thought should 
now be devoted to the types of building 
which it is most suitable to provide when 
conditions permit. 

The pamphlet covers the ground effectively 
in succinct, non-technical language. A 
certain failure in ultimate realism—is, how- 
ever, apparent, both in the statement of the 
‘problem and in the solution proposed. On 

"the subject of size, it is suggested that pro- 
vision should be made for a membership 
of roughly four per cent. of the population 
served, and that of these perhaps half might 
be in the club at any one time. This means 
that in a moderate-sized borough of, say, 

45,000 inhabitants, 900 “places ” would be 
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required—a ratio which probably overstates 
the need and which it is certainly beyond 
the country’s capacity to achieve. 

' The type of building envisaged does not 
differ greatly from the familiar village hall, 
or, for that matter, a boys’ club. The 
accommodation ‘contemplated includes a 
hall with, perhaps, a stage, dressing rooms 
and bathrooms; one or two smaller club 
rooms; a quiet room or library; a kitchen; 
and a committee room or office. Without 
wishing to encourage extravagance, the 
National Corporation rightly desires to see 
attractive clubs of good standard; and it is 
disconcerting therefore to find that it expects 
permanent buildings to be built for 25s. per 
square foot of floor area and equipped at 
£1 per member—figures which are certainly 
unduly optimistic. 

Such technical details as are given do not 
advance matters very far. The notes on 
heating might have included at least a 
mention of overhead gas radiant heaters. 
Pitchmastic flooring can indeed be polished 
as stated, but a polished surfate would be 
most unsuitable for old people. Among 
flooring materials thermoplastic or similar 
floor tiles, so frequently used for housing 
schemes, should have been included. The 
statement that suitable temporary buildings 
can be built at considerably lower cost than 
permanent buildings dies a hard death, but 
in a pamphlet of this kind it may prove 
misleading. 

Is it really true that old people need new 
club buildings of this type? If so, the pros- 
pect is dark because there is small hope 
of providing them. It is arguable that old 
people have not much use for a hall with 
stage and dressing rooms, or, indeed, for 
any room bigger than a large Victorian draw- 
ing room. The annual old folks’ party 
can be held in a parish room or at the 
town hall. 4 

It would appear that normal needs could 
more suitably be met by obtaining and 
adapting an existing large middle-class house 
with a garden. Such a house could be more 
homely, more gracious, and in most districts 
far more easily provided than a new 
building. 

Doubtless a certain amount of new build- 
ing will be inevitable; but in most areas 
substantial houses are easily obtained because 
they are no longer suitable for family dwell- 
ings. Where’ this is so, common sense 
suggests that they should be put to a new 
use. A:L.S. 


CHELTENHAM {“ British Cities” series). By 
Bryan Little. Pp. 127. Illustrated. (B. T. 
Batsford Ltd.) 9s. 6d. net. 


THE INCLUSION of Cheltenham’ among 
“British Cities” can only be justified on 
architectural grounds. It has no ancient 
glory, it does not possess a Lord Mayor or 
a cathedral or a university, or even a large 
population. Only 50 years ago its admission 
to such exalted rank would have been ridi- 
culed, but nowadays “ Regency” is all the 
rage, and it is as a centre of Regency archi- 
tecture that it has become famous, whatever 
its other claims as a spa, an educational town, 
the locale of a musical festival, and a Mecca 
for devotees of the turf. 

This well-written and well-illustrated little 
book describes its appearance, its buildings 
and its comparatively brief history. Its 
mainly fourteenth-century parish church is 
handsome but is not one of the celebrated 
Cotswold “wool churches.” At the end of 
Queen Anne’s reign, Cheltenham was still 
only a large village of some 1,500 inhabi- 
tants. In 1716 a spa was started, in 1738 a 
Pump Room was built, and 50 years later 
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King George III made its future secure when 
he arrived with a numerous retinue to take 
the waters. Speculative building had then 
just begun, Royal Crescent. wag erected c. 
1805-09, and the busiest boom of all started 
c. 1825, when J. B. Papworth appeared on 
the scene, though Mr, Little states that only 
a part of the development can be definitely 
attributed to him, and the finest Regency 
buildings in the town—Thirlstaine House and 
the Pittville Pump Room—are not his work. 
Alternating between quasi-Greek and 
quasi-Roman; the classical tradition held the 
field right into Victoria’s reign. Soon after 
that, the Anglo-Indian colonels, the Colleges, 
and the Gothic Revival broke the spell; but 
above everything the town is notable for its 
enlightened lay-out and for its graceful 
Regency cast-iron balconies. M.S. B. 


«+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing)-should accompany the order. 


REDUCED BUILDING 
OPERATIONS. IN SWEDEN 


Steep Rise in Costs 


BUILDING ACTIVITIES in Sweden were ham- 
pered by steeply mounting building costs, an 
acute labour shortage and a _ continued 
restrictive policy in the granting of permits, 
states the “ Economic Survey, 1951,” issued 
by Svenska Handelsbanken, Stockholm. . 

In industry and business the need for new 
construction continued to be very great, but 
activities in this direction were retarded 
owing to a sharp cut in building permits 
for industrial purposes. Nevertheless, the 
volume of industrial building showed some 
increase over that in the preceding year. 

The production of dwelling-houses, on the 
other hand, went down from 44,000 units in 
1950 to about 41,000 in 1951. This latter 
figure is the lowest since 1943 and contrasts 
with an average housing production of 
50,000 units during the years 1945-50. 

The reason for this heavy decline is to 
be found, in the first place, in an acute 
shortage of labour, primarily bricklayers and 
unskilled labourers. Thus, the total number 
of workers engaged in house-building during 
the period August 1, 1950-August 1, 1951, 
had gone down from 75,000 to 65,000. The 
shortage of labour and also, to some extent, 
of materials, caused the already abnormally 
long building times to be still further 
extended. The average time taken to build 
an apartment house, which had decreased 
from 14 months in 1947 to 8-9 months in 
1949, has, since then, gone up to 12-13 
months. 

Building costs rose during 1951 by 30-35 
per cent. in the case of apartment houses 
and by about 40 per cent. in that of single- 
family homes. This rise, which for the 
most part took place in the first half of the 
year, was due primarily to the higher cost 
of materials, though wages also went up 
steeply as a result of the new collective 
agreements for the year. 

— At the end of 1950 the deficit of dwelling- 
houses in the urban communities of Sweden 
was estimated to be 90,000-100,000 units, and 
since then, the situation has become still 
more serious. With a view to preventing 2 
continuance of the decline in production, the 
authorities decided towards the close of 1951 
upon a further expansion of the Govern- 
ment subsidies granted for housing pur- 


poses. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE USE OF ZINC-RICH PAINTS 


An Examination of Their Advantages and Limitations 
[From a Correspondent] 


[eo anti-corrosive properties of zinc- 
rich paints have brought them into 
prominence in recent years. Although 
they are not fundamentally revolutionary 
(at least one such paint has been on the 
market for some time) they have entered 
into a field of marked controversy. Their 
usefulness where damaged galvanised 
coatings cannot be renewed is well 
established, but a number of extravagant 
claims have also been made for them 
without sufficient supporting evidence. 
These claims have been balanced by the 
extreme caution exercised by the corrosion 
committee of the British Iron and Steel 
Research Association, sponsors of some of 
the original research. The fear that these 
claims-~particularly those implied in the 
term “‘ cold galvanising ”—might be mis- 
leading, and a certain looseness in the use 
of the description “‘ zinc-rich,” recently 
drew this statement from the committee : 
The use of the term “ zinc-rich paint” 
should be restricted to paints containing 
a sufficiently high percentage of zinc 
pigment to ensure direct electronic 
contact between the metallic particles 
in the dry paint film. There are 
theoretical reasons for believing that in 
the simplest case this will not occur 
unless the metallic zinc constitutes 
92/95 per cent by weight of the dried 
paint film—the exact value depending 
on the specific gravity and other 
properties of the vehicle 


THE NATURE OF CORROSION 


It was during the early years of the last 
war, when the corrosion committee was 
still under the Iron and Steel Institute, 
that the fundamental work which estab- 
lished the electrochemical nature of 
corrosion was carried out at the Cambridge 
Metallurgical Laboratories. New develop- 
ments in zinc-rich paints stemmed directly 
from this research, and their manufacture 
and application afford an example where 
British industry has been prompt to apply 
scientific advances. 

The essential feature of such paints is 
that the dry film consists largely of 
metallic zinc particles (not to be confused 
with zinc oxide or zinc oxide plus metallic 
zinc pigments which have been used for 
years) so that the protective action of the 
paint depends not merely on_ the 
mechanical protection of an impervious 
seal, as with oil and oxide paints, but on 
the electronic contact maintained by the 
zinc particles in the dry paint film. 

When corrosive conditions exist on a 
steel surface, electrochemical cells, which 
may be regarded as wet batteries of 
extremely low power, are set up between 
areas of differing characteristics known as 
the anodes and the cathodes. It is at the 
anodes that corrosion takes place, where 
the metal passes into solution in the 
electrolyte, which may be water in the 
atmosphere or surrounding soil or stream. 
This action is balanced by the discharge of 
hydrogen at the cathodes, which takes 
place in an acid solution when hydrogen is 


often liberated as bubbles of gas, or in the 
presence of oxygen, which is reduced in 
the cathodic reaction. If an anodic metal 
such as zinc is placed in electrical contact 
with the steel surface to be protected, the 
whole steel object will become a cathode 
and corrosion will attack the other material. 
Thus in the early stages the protective 
action of zinc-rich paints depends on the 
zinc “‘ sacrificing’ itself for the steel. 


RUSTING ARRESTED 


If, therefore, the paint film is pénetrated 
by a scratch or other mechanical damage, 
rust will occur on the exposed steel basis 
but it will not spread. The zinc film will, 
as it were, absorb the corrosion and 
arrest it. Further, if the zinc-rich paint 
is applied to an already rusty surface in 
conditions ensuring the “‘ direct electronic 
contact ”’ referred to in the definition, then 
the spread of the existing rust will also 
be arrested. This “ sacrificial” type of 
protection cannot continue indefinitely 
since the zinc would finally be eaten away, 
but fortunately the cathodic action also 
deposits a film, which may be calcium 
carbonate or zinc hydroxide in different 
cases, on the exposed steel and so confers 
protection. Sometimes through secondary 
actions the film is converted to a clinging 
form of rust, but the protection continues 
and the anodic attack on the zinc is 
slowed down. 

It should be emphasised at this point 
that the effectiveness of zinc-rich paints is 
wholly dependent on the high proportion 
of metallic zinc quoted in the definition. 
Paints containing smaller proportions of 
metallic zinc powder as a pigment have 


been used for many years and have good. 


corrosion-resisting properties, but they are 
not in the same class. When Dr. Evans 
and Dr. Mayne at the Cambridge 
University Laboratories early in World 
War II directed their attention to increas- 
ing the metallic zinc content of the dried 
film in anti-corrosive paints, it was found 
that if this content could be raised to 95 
per cent. or more, the paint film would have 
an electrical conductivity about 20 times 
greater than that of a paint with even 
86 per cent. Because of the electro- 
chemical nature of the protection against 
corrosion that such a paint would afford, 
the next step was to find a chemically inert 
vehicle that would cement the pigment 
particles together so that they would be in 
metallic contact. 

It was found impracticable to load either 
linseed oil or stand oil with such high 
quantities of zinc dust even when all 
other pigments such as zinc oxide were 
omitted. Ultimately, plasticised poly- 
styrene lacquer and chlorinated rubber 
lacquer were found to have the necessary 
properties and to take up sufficient zinc 
dust to give 95 per cent. of zinc in the final 
coat, at the same time retaining a con- 
sistency which permitted brush applica- 
tion. T'wo lines of development then came 
into evidence: (1) Paints that use an 
inorganic vehicle such as chloride or 


. indicative. 
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phosphate, and are known as cementiferous 
paints. ‘These paints are promising but 
their precise uses have not been clearly 
established. They are under extensive 
trial for use in the. marine corrosion field 
as they can be applied to a wet steel 
surface. (2) Those that use an organic 
vehicle such as polystyrene or chlorinated 
rubber. It is with these latter that this 
article is concerned. 

The manufacture of zinc-rich paints is 
far from simple. Polystyrene, a solid 
(usually) which dissolves easily in toluene, 
xylene, chloroform, etc., is generally used 
as the vehicle. To this solution must be 
added a plasticiser which prevents the 
coat of paint from setting too hard and 
cracking. Special thinners which are 
extra solvent, but will evaporate as the 
paint dries, are used to dilute the paint for 
application and cause a thinner film. The 
paint is heavy, about twice the weight of 
the equivalent volume of a good red lead 
paint. When mixed, it is normally of a 
medium thick consistency and can be 
brushed, sprayed or dipped. It dries 
quickly and can be handled a quarter-of- 
an-hour after application, but improves 
in adhesion and hardness with age so 
that it is wise not to apply a covering coat 
for 24 hours. 

Some paint (usually only small quanti- 
ties) is marketed ready mixed, but usually 
it is supplied with the solution in one 
container and the pigment and plasticiser 
in the form of a thick paste in another. 
Users are warned that in either case it is 
necessary to stir or agitate the mixed 
paint frequently during application to 
prevent the zinc particles from settling out. 

As might be expected, the paint is 
relatively expensive in first cost. With 
normal thinning, covering about 300 to 
400 sq. ft. per gallon, the material cost 
works out at 2d. to 24d. per sq. ft., against 
which the long-lasting corrosion resistance 
of zinc-rich paints in appropriate circum- 
stances should, of course, be balanced. 

The scope and limitations of zinc-rich 
paints have not yet been completely and 
absolutely defined and experience with 
them up to this point can be no more than 
But, although they are still 
a comparatively new development, already 
a number of tests and applications carried 
out under laboratory and industrial con- 
ditions have demonstrated their particular 
effeci iveness in certain cases. ’ 


CORROSION TESTS 


In 1950 the Inspectorate of Electricaland 
Mechanical Equipment of the Ministry of 
Supply made a series of corrosion protec- 
tion tests. Steel panels with varying 
degrees of surface preparation were wholly 
or partially coated with a proprietary 
brand of zinc-rich paint and subjected to 
humidity and salt spray tests. 

The report on these tests stated : 

1. The zinc paint provided excellent 
protection to steel samples under 
humidity and salt spray tests. Under 
the particular duration of the tests the 
protection was equally good with single 
and double coats.. The corrosion pro- 
duct apparent on the zinc paint was 
markedly less than that on the electro- 
plated zinc and hot galvanising. 

2. No advantage was obtained by 
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chromate passivating the zinc paint but 
it did appear that some advantage might 
be’ obtained by phosphating before 
painting. 

3. The adhesion of the paint was good 
end no flaking took place on taking 
from —40 deg. C. to+60 deg. C. 

4. The zinc paint would, in particular, 
appear to be a very useful material gn 
repair work for patching damaged 
galvanising, electro-plating, etc. 
Swedish marine trials provide another 

example of the use of zinc-rich paints for 
‘“‘ patching.”” Damaged spots on a ship 
that had been zinc-sprayed were painted 
over with zinc-rich paint. At the same 
time one of the ship’s three screw shafts 
was treated with zinc-rich paint while 
the other two were treated with’ other 
rust-preventing paints. “ The latter two,” 
says the report, “were 100 per cent. 
rusty, whereas the zinc-rich paint was 
100 per cent. perfect everywhere.” 


“ TOUCHING UP?’ GALVANISING 


The practice of “ rectifying” in the 
manufacture of steel window frames 
presents another opportunity for zinc-rich 
paints. The hot-dip galvanised coatings 
on these sometimes crack when the frames 
are finally straightened. At this point 
the zinc-rich paints are successfully used 
for “‘ touching up.” 

Similar satisfactory results in a marine 
atmosphere have been obtained by the 
Brighton Corporation. Rust spots and 
patches on railings on the sea front have 
been covered with one coat of zinc-rich 
paint which has arrested the corrosion. 


An interesting laboratory report comes 
from Dr. Lobry de Bruyn, of the 
Chemisch-Technisch Laboratorium, Am- 
sterdam. The photograph below shows the 
condition of a test plate whose protective 
coating had been deliberately scratched to 
show the steel surface. Exposure was in 
artificial seawater and air during alternate 
hours for 14 days. On alternate nights 
the plates were immersed and exposed to 
the air. The isolation of the rust along 
the scratch in the zinc-rich paint is most 
marked compared with the incipient 
spread of rust under other paints 
(not illustrated); The conclusion reached 
by this laboratory was that the zinc-rich 
paint protects against rust even after the 
paint film has been damaged. 

On the other hand, some exaggerated 
claims have been made for the behaviour 
of these paints when applied to a rusty 
surface. It should be clearly borne in 


A test plate protected by zinc-rich paint : 
note how the rust has been confined to the 
actual scratch in the paintwork. ‘(See text.) 
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mind that existing rust can only be pre- 
vented from spreading if the zinc par- 
ticles are in “ electronic contact with the 
steel and with one another.” Suggestions 
that the metallic zinc pigment is capable 
of reducing rust beneath it either to mag- 
metite or to metallic iron to form elec- 
trically conductive bridges between the 
paint film and the steel surface appear to 
be based on theory and special laboratory 


conditions, e.g., observation with speci-. 


mens partially immersed in seawater. A 
rusty surface in fact must be cleaned down 
as far as circumstances allow. Scratch 
brushing . followed by bristle or hair 
brushing to remove any loose rust or 
scale is advisable. It has been claimed 
that if the rust is entirely removed to 
expose bare metal at intervals of a few 
inches, say, 6 in. to 1 ft., the electronic 
action across these “bridges” where 
zinc and steel are keyed together will 
quickly spread over the whole of the coated 
surface, and the bonding will actually 
improve with time. This has been 
contested and is under laboratory inves- 
tigation. Against it must be set the 
fact that minor practical experience of 
zinc-rich paint on rusty surfaces at the 
Building Research Station seemed to 
indicate that in these conditions zinc-rich 
paints are less satisfactory than red lead 
paint used in a normal manner even if 
the specimen is rubbed down at intervals 
to bright metal. But they did find that it 
was satisfactory for use on rusty steel 
windows which had been well prepared. - 

There are, however, a number of 
domestic applications which have shown 
most promising results. One example 
known to the author is a steel frame green- 
house in which zinc-rich paint has been 
applied to a rusty interior. After four 
months in a very moist atmosphere the 
condition of the coating appears to be 
satisfactory. Successful application to the 
under side of car wings and chassis has 
also been made, one known to the author 
having so far successfully prevented the 
spread of corrosion for 18 months, 


REMOVAL OF GREASE 


Another caution which must be directed 
particularly to the domestic user is that 
surfaces must be made as grease-free as 
possible, since fats are non-conductors. 
An oily or greasy surface may also cause 
the paint brush to “ skid,’ depositing 
little or no paint at that point. White 
spirit or ordinary alkaline cleaners will 
usually do the job. This is particularly 
important in kitchens where deposits of 
fatty acids (e.g., stearic acid) from’ the 
atmosphere as well as rust may be ex- 
pected. Care must be taken in such 
circumstances that fat is not simply dis- 
solved by the spirit and driven further 
into the existing covering on the metal. 
That success may be achieved if these 
precautions are taken has been shown by 
experience. 

It should also be pointed out that zimc- 
rich paints have poor tenacity and surface 
hardness when used alone, although 
vibration is not likely to dislodge them. 
They are therefore normally used as 
priming paints, relying on a top coat for 
their mechanical properties. Zinc-rich 
paints have been used in this way in an 
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industrial atmosphere on the lamp stand- 
ards in Donegal-square, Belfast. Marconi’s 
Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. also report : 
A large mild steel tank holding dis- 
tilled water distributed by pipe-line 
for use as an artificial test load for 
certain tele-communications equipment 
was treated immediately after fabrica- 
tion with a coat of zinc-rich paint 
followed by one coat of bitumastic 
paint. The conditions of service in- 
volve turbulence caused by the return 
of warm water at about 50° C., but after 
six months continuous service, the tank 
is in perfect condition and seems likely 
to remain so for a very long period. 
Marconi’s also use .zinc-rich paints 
uncoated, however. They. report that : 
A cast-iron bench leg and water pipe 
in a laboratory have now been treated 
twelve months, but their condition 
remains constant and their general 
condition may be described as excellent. 
In the meantime adjacent’ paintwork 
on metal surfaces has deteriorated to the 
point of local lifting and flaking with 
powdery rust incrustations. 


EXPERIENCE IN THE TROPICS 


Other similarly satisfactory results have 
been obtained by a large exporter of road- 
making. machinery, Messrs. Greenham 
Equipments, Ltd., Who have used zinc- 
rich paints for protecting derrick cranes 
and other machinery exported to Takoradi, 
Gold Coast, West Africa. Their experi- 
ence indicates that this paint lasts approxi- 
mately three times as long as any other 
kind and resists corrosion in the very humid 
atmosphere of West Africa. 

Another example of use without a top 
coat is for wire window guards on_pre- 
mises in the Elephant and Castle industrial 
district in south London. After two years 
the coating is described by the builder as 
‘* as good as new.” 

A further example which ‘should be 
mentioned in connection with industrial 
uses is the spot welding test on 20 s.w.g. 
deep drawing quality mild steel sheet 
painted with a proprietary zinc-rich 
paint carried out by the British Welding 
Research Association. ‘They reported 
satisfactory results when the paint was 
applied to the faying surfaces only and 
even went so far as to say : 

This material is the ‘best paint which 
the liaison department of B.W.R.A. 
has come across for spot welding pro- 
vided it is applied only to the faying 
surfaces. In practice it is the faying 
surfaces which require to be treated 
béfore welding. The fact that the 
paint cannot satisfactorily be used for 
the outer surfaces should be borne in 
mind, but the necessity for outer surface 
protection before welding is not likely 
to arise. 

In*-conclusion, it seems fair to state 
that the limitations of these paints ne 
less than their usefulness are important. 
They are not a panacea for all the evils of 
corrosion, and the term “ cold galvanis- 
ing ” seems to imply an unjustifiable claim. 
But the tests and applications quoted do 
appear ‘to establish that they have a 
definite field of usefulness as a protective 
coating on steel in appropriate cir- 
cumstances. 
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THE CARAVAN PROBLEM 
The Need for a Positive Approach by Local Authorities 


| a paper on “Caravan Parks and Asso- 

ciated Problems,” by Mr. J. K. Lawson, 
F.R.LC.S., of Chichester, at the annual con- 
ference of the Association of Rural District 
Council Surveyors, held at Margate on April 
21 and 22, caravan problems were listed 
under three headings: caravans used as 
homes; caravans used by tourists; and 
caravans parked on sites for the holiday 
season. In the course of the paper, Mr. 
Lawson said :— 

History has again repeated itself after 
another world war and the acute housing 
shortage has led many people to the con- 
clusion that their only chance of securing a 
self-contained residence with up-to-date 
equipment is to acquire a trailer-caravan and 
park it on any site available. Some have 
selected secluded sites which are provided 
with a wholesome water supply and satis- 
factory drainage facilities, and, although the 
living accommodation may be cramped, the 
occupants can live with a reasonable degree 
of privacy and without being a nuisance. 

In many cases, however, caravans are 
parked on open sites or in residential areas, 
and their effect on the general amenities is 
usually detrimental and the cause of much 
complaint. 

In all cases where the site is used for more 
than 42 consecutive days in amy year a 
licence must be obtained from the local 
authority, and provided there is a sufficient 
supply of wholesome water, satisfactory 
drainage and general sanitation, the grant of 
a licence under Section 269 of the Public 
Health Act, 1936, is more or less a formality. 

The Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, has, however, given the local authori- 
ties increased powers, making it necessary 
for planning permission to be obtained 
before any type of moveable dwelling may 
be parked on a particular site for more than 
28 days in the year. The greatest advan- 
tage to be obtained from the Town. and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, is that, by 
giving temporary planning permission for 
appropriate periods, the local authority can 
retain such control as will enable it to bring 
this type of residence to an end when hous- 
ing conditions in its area become easier. 

Some rural districts near large towns are 
faced with the problem of families from the 
towns resorting to the moveable dwelling 
type of home. In these and similar cases it 
would appear desirable that the invaded 
authority should make suitable sites avail- 
able and thus place themselves in a, more 
positive position for clearing them imme- 
diately houses are available. 

There are two possible alternatives: (1) 
To allow moveable dwellings to be sited on 
any piece of land which these families can 
find; (2) to pass legislation which will pro- 
hibit the moveable dwelling as a form of 
temporary home: 

The first would only create worse prob- 
lems for the local authority, to which there 
is no real answer except the provision of 
houses, and the second must be ruled out 
for humanitarian reasons. 

It is my opinion that a caravan, however 
well equipped it may be, provides at its best 
a primitive type of home, and its use as 
such should be brought to an end imme- 
diately the main cause for its existence, 
namely, the shortage of houses, is remedied. 
Until this desirable state of affairs material- 
ises, local authorjties should concern them- 
selves in guiding the initiative of these 





people and not adopt a policy of obstruc- 
tion. 

The genuine tourist camper does not pre- 
sent any major problem except perhaps in 
outstanding beauty spots and places of un- 
usual historic interest. In these places the 
best answer would appear to be the provi- 
sion of a sufficient number of suitable sites. 
It is only when one piece of land is used 
continuously for long periods by a succes- 
sion of different tourists that any real objec- 
tiom is likely to arise. 


Holiday Accommodation 


Caravan parks for holiday accommodation 
is a form of camping that has gained con- 
siderably in popularity in many areas. In 
West Sussex the planning authority’s policy 
has been to restrict planning permission to 
periods of.up to three years, although in a 
few isolated ‘cases the planning permission 
has been extended to a period of five years. 
The main purpose of limiting planning per- 
mission in all cases was originally aimed at 
retaining control until the development plan 
was prepared, it being visualised that the 
plan would make provision for all major 
land uses. This plan has now been prepared 
but the only caravan parks indicated thereon 
are those which on the appointed day had 
qualified as “ Protected Development.” 

The only reason why the representations 
of my council to have land allotted for cara- 
van parks on the development plan did not 
meet with success would appear to be the 
reluctance of higher authority to face up to 
the problem. ’ 

This form of camping is no passing phase 
and is more likely to increase in popularity 
rather than decrease. The problems in- 
volved are many, and the only effective 
remedy is to plan ahead on realistic lines. 
The most suitable sites must be selected by 
the local authority in close collaboration 
with the local planning authority and agri- 
cultural interests. If landowners are un- 
willing to make selected sites available, the 
local authority should exercise their powers 
of acquisition and either develop the sites or 
lease the land to private concerns with suit- 
able conditions embodied in the lease to 
ensure that modern standards are obtained. 

Where land owners are prepared to estab- 
lish suitable sites they should be given plan- 
ning permission with suitable conditions to 
ensure proper development, but without 2 
time limitation. 


Essential Standards 


Mr. Lawson went on to list the following 
minimum standards with which, in his 
opinion, every caravan park should comply: 

(a) The site should be easily accessible 
from a public highway, bearing in mind road 
safety requirements. 

(b) It should not be in a residential area, 
but it should be in close proximity to such 
areas in order to obtain the benefit of main 
water supply, main drainage, if available, 
and shopping and other facilities. 

(c) The land should be reasonably well 
screened, of the lowest agricultural value, 
and well-fenced to prevent thoughtless town 
dwellers wandering over crops and com- 
mitting acts which lead to inconvenience and 
loss to farmers. 

(d) The layout should provide for a den- 
sity not exceeding 15 caravans or tents per 
acre, and the spacing of each family unit 
should not be less than 20ft. apart. The 
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form of the layout must be related to the 
merits of a particular site. In some cases 
the caravans may be parked on the perimeter 
of the site, leaving a large central area as a 
playground. The governing factor is cost. 

(e) Every site should be provided with a 
main water supply at convenient points; 
adequate drainage with sanitary accommoda- 
tion, including washing facilities for both 
sexes, is also essential; if main drainage is 
not available, a sewage disposal plant should 
be provided on a carefully selected site. 
Each caravan should be placed on a hard 
standing, and there should be a paved 
approach from the highway to each unit. 

There should also be a paved approach to 
water supply points and conveniences, and 
facilities for connection to the electricity 
supply are also desirable. 

(f) The layout should make provision for 
car parking, and where the site is isolated 
from shopping facilities, the provision of .a 
general shop on fairly large sites would be 
desirable. 


ENCOURAGEMENT FOR 
PRIVATE BUILDING 


Council’s Help for Those on Housing 
List 
By B. S. Townroe, Hon. A.R.LB.A. 


A GOOD example of how a local authority 
may encourage private housebuilding is 
seen in a circular issued by the Hartley 
Wintney Rural District Council, Hants, to all 
applicants on its housing list. This states 
that the council is building houses as quickly 
as possible, but that the number built per 
year is not enough to meet the present 
demand. People who can afford it are there- 
fore informed that they can help by building 
their own houses, and that the council will 
give assistance and advice in the selection 
of sites, design of houses, preparation of 
plans and getting necessary approval. 

The council provides a statement showing 
that on a house or bungalow costing £1,200, 
the purchaser pays a cash deposit of £120, 
the council lends £1,080 and the weekly pay- 
ments to be made to the council until the 
loan is paid off are: for a loan of 20 years, 
£1 11s. 9d.; for 25 years, £1 7s. 10d.; and 
for 30 years, £1 5s. 4d. Rates, repairs and 
insurance on a £1,200 house are estimated 
to be 9s. 6d. a week. The rate of interest 
is 4 per cent. up to and including 15 years, 
and 44 per cent. over 15 years. 

In the case of a house or bungalow costing 
£2,000, the cash deposit is £200, the money 
lent £1,800, the weekly payment for 30 years 
£2 2s. 3d. (including rates, repairs, insurance, 
étc., £2 19s. Od.). 

The question that is puzzling many poten- 
tial housebuilders is the development charge. 
In some country areas this charge is as low 
as £50, but the district valuer fixes a2 
“ development Value” that is always difficult 
to calculate in advance. It is hoped that 
the present Government will quickly modify 
the clauses in the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act establishing this charge. Otherwise 
it is clear that Mr. Harold Macmillan’s 
expectations of the number of houses to be 
built privately will be disappointed. 


Structural Steel Design 

The British Constructional Steelwork Asso- 
ciation has issued a technical brochure on 
“Examples of Structural Steel Design (Part 
3),” by Mr. V. H. Lawton, M.1.Struct.E. The 
examples given conform with the require- 
ments of British Standard 449:1948. 











820 


MODERN ROADS 

Their Place in the National Economy 
" E place of a modern road system in 

the national economy” was the sub- 
ject of the Town Planning Institute’s Second 
Rees Jeffreys Triennial Lecture prepared by 
Mr. Christopher T. Brunner in collaboration 
with Mr. James Drake and delivered by Mr. 
Brunner in London on May 8. 

“Roads are an intrinsic part of the 
mation’s industrial equipment,” said Mr. 
BRUNNER. “ Together with the vehicles which 
use them, they form huge conveyor - belts 
which take materials from stage to stage in 
the long manufacturing process from raw 
material to the consumer. ... The capital 
investment programme must be balanced and 
adequate money made available for roads. ... 
The most modern plant and machinery in 
the world cannot compensate industry for 
an antiquated system of transport and com- 
munications.” 

Mr. Brunner stated that the economic 
benefits to be derived from an improved road 
system in this country, through savings in time, 
fuel, tyres and maintenance and the reduction 
in the cost of accidents, could be conserva- 
tively estimated at £140 million a year, 
assuming road vehicle operation at the 1951 
level. 

Short-term plans to improve the roads must 
be an integral part of a long-term plan. The 
time necessary to complete such a compre- 
hensive long-term plan would depend on 
many factors, the chief of which was the 
amount of the country’s resources which 
could be made available annually for imple- 
menting individual schemes. The shelving 
of the Ministry of Transport’s ten-year plan 
for roads had been a severe handicap to the 
proper development of our post-war 
economy. Had the plan been put into opera- 
tion in 1946, as originally imttended, it would 
mow be more than half completed, and the 
nation would already be reaping some of the 
benefits. If the country was to survive as 
one of the major industrial powers, a revised 
plan should be put into operation immedi- 
ately. 

Since the war, motor vehicles had increased 
at as great a rate as at any time of their 
history. To-day, when some 70 per cent. of 
goods traffic was cartied by road, and when 
industry was developing in areas further away 
from railway centres, road transport was even 
more vital. 


Expenditure and Taxation 

Expenditure on motor vehicle operation in 
Great Britain in 1951 was estimated at £1,408 
million, or some 12.5 per cent. of the national 
income. The total included £64 million in 
licences and £1624 million in fuel tax (at the 
tate of duty then in force), but since 1936 
there had been no attempt to relate expendi- 
ture on roads to the yield from motor taxa- 
tion. Only £4,117,000 of the U.K. Road 
Fund expenditure in 1948-50 was spent on 
mew construction and major improvements. 
Britain’s figure of £1 9s. for road.expenditure 
per head of population compared with the 
£10 2s. .of the U.S.A. and the £4 8s. of 
Portugal. As the result of a Bill recently 
passed in France, road expenditure would 
be related by law, at least in part, to the 
tevenue collected from road users. 

Transport costs formed an appreciable part 
of the price of consumer goods. The farm- 
ing industry spent about £100 million per 
annum on transport engaged in moving farm 
produce, of which about £70 million was 
accounted for by road transport. The addi- 
tional 9d. per gallon imposed on the fuel 
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duty in the 1950 Budget alone raised the cost 
of milk production by about 4d. a gallon. 
The operating costs of road vehicles in the 
building industry, which are at least three 
times the cost of the fuel, represent some 
134 per cent. of total building costs.. 
Road development must be directly related 
to the needs of road transport and industry. 
An example ‘was provided by South Wales 
and the Midlands, whose industries had 
developed along complementary lines. South 
Wales steel was needed more and more in 
Birmingham, and Birmingham needed the 
South Wales ports as an outlet for its exports. 
Plans to improve the road routes between 
the two areas had already been devised, and 
any further delay in carrying them out would 
seriously handicap the industries concerned. 
England was one of the few major coun- 
tries in Europe which had not improved its 
road system since the war. Belgium had 
already improved almost every one of her 
trunk roads, and five- and 15-year plans 
provided for improving 1,000 miles of road 
and the construction of 580 miles of motor- 
ways at a total cost of about £190 million. 
The new Dutch motorway being built from 
Amsterdam to Udenrijn would save motor- 


ists about 20 per cent. in fuel and 40 per: 


cent. in time. In France, the saving in fuel 
to vehicles using a new motor road out of 
Marseilles was estimated at £130,000 annually 
and an equal amount in the cost of tyres, 
oil and vehicle wear and tear. 

Mr. Brunner stated that £720,000 per 
annum was being saved by the Liverpool- 
East Lancashire trunk road A.580, completed 
in 1934 at a cost of £23 million. An exami- 
nation had also been made of the economic 
advantages which would result from the con- 
struction (estimated to cost £124 million) of 
the Lancashire section of the proposed North- 
South motorway. On present-day traffic 
volumes and costs, the savings in annual 
vehicle operating costs amount to £1,120,000, 
to which the value of a potential accident 
saving, estimated at £180,000, should be 
added. 

In speaking about accidents, Mr. Brunner 
said that, apart from the human suffering 
involved, they had cost. the country about 
£60 million a year during the period 1935-38, 
when about £50 million a year was spent 
on motor vehicle insurance. The operating 
cost figure to set against this was the current 
estimate of £150 million for motor vehicle 
insurance, including an allowance for the 
risks borne by vehicle operators themselves. 
Where improvements to roads had been 
carried out there was often a remarkable 
reduction in the number of Accidents. In the 
United States, highways development had 
already lowered the national accident rate 
by over 60 per cent. and the new super- 
highways now being constructed were expec- 
ted to lower it still further. The German 
motor roads were claimed to have reduced 
accidents by 83 per cent. 

The accident rate per million vehicle-miles 
on the Liverpool-East Lancashire trunk road 
was only 1.81 compared with 4.67 on the 
old reute. Lay-byes, dual carriageways and 
fly-cver junctions would make it six times 
as safe.. Similar improvements to the pro- 


‘posed Lancashire North-South route would 


save 830 casualties a year. 


Stone Carving at the House of Commons . 


A brochure on the stone carving at the 
House of Commons, which was opened by 
the late King George VI on October 26,: 
1950, has been published by E. J. and A. T. 
Bradford, Ltd., 61-63, Borough-road, S.E.1. 
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THE FURNITURE BEETLE 
A Dangerous Pest 


G PEAKING to the Royal Institution of 

Chartered Surveyors. at Coventry 
recently, Mr. CLAUDE SISLEY gave a 
warning about the changing habits of the 
furniture beetle, commonly known as 
“ woodworm.” 


Mr. Sisley said that whereas in the past 
it was associated with antique furniture, 
from which it got its name, it was now 
increasingly attacking the structural timbers 
of houses such as floor boards, joists and 
the rafters in lofts and attics. 


“No one can be quite certain,” he con- 
tinued, “why this has happened, but a 
suggestion is that the timber which has been 
imported into this country during the period 
between the wars has been cut from smaller 
trees and, in consequence, contains a much 
higher proportion of sapwood. 

“Tt must be realised that the grub of the 
beetle—the so-called woodworm-—-tunnels 
through the wood for from two to three 
years, eating it as it goes. Sapwood is a 
more tasty meal than heartwood, because 
it contains starch and sugar. The grub 
flourishes on this more tasty diet, and, it 
is suggested, emerges as a more vigorous 
beetle in every way. 

“Another theory is that the greatly in- 
creased use of plywood, which again has 
nourishing qualities for woodworm, has 
helped to increase the beetle population. 
Whatever the reason may be, the fact re- 
mains that there are more cases of wood- 
worm being reported and that surveyors are 
now taking the creature very much more 
seriously than they did in the past.” 

He said that recently he had been told 
by a surveyor working in the East End of 
London that in one district eight out of every 
ten houses had woodworm in them. 


How Damage is Done 


Mr. Sisley went on to describe the kind 
of damage-done by the furniture beetle. He 
said that the eggs were usually laid in cracks 
and crevices in the sapwood and, after a 
certain number of years, this would have 
been completely eaten away. An apparently 
sound surface might remain, but once this 
was prodded with a knife it would be found 
to be only a veneer and beneath it would 
be dust and crumbling wood so that the 
entire sapwood would come away. An 
ordinary dwelling-house might have furni- 
ture beetle working in it for many years 
before*the joists collapsed. 

It had been calculated that under ideal 
conditions the descendants of one female 
beetle could number 200,000 in ten years. It 
was most unlikely that this figure would ever 
be reached, but even if it was halved or 
quartered an alarming population would 
soon be built up and would spread to every 
part of the house. = 

Mr. Sisley concluded: “We must be 
conscious that this destructive insect is on 
the increase and both householders and sur- 
veyors must be on the alert for the first 
sign of attack—newly cut holes ‘exuding 
powdered wood. Effective insecticides are 
available, and if they are applied in time the 
beetles can first of all be checked and then 
finally exterminated.” 


R.LC.S. Annual Report 


The 84th annual report has been issued of 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
The Housing Bill 

JRURTHER consideration was given to 
the Housing Bill by Standing Com- 
mittee A of the House of Commons on 
May 20 and 21. The whole of May 20 
was occupied in discussion on Mr. Lindgren’s 
amendment ‘relating to the sale of council 
houses, and on May 21 Mr. MACMILLAN, 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 

ment, made an important statement. 

He said that local authorities already had 
the right to sell municipal houses with the 
consent of. the Minister of the day. There 
was absolutely nothing in this Bill which 
added to, or took away from, that right. 
There was no change proposed in the law, 
except a consequential ehange which came 
from the circumstances of the day. The 
right to sell houses with the Minister’s con- 
sent had, in fact, been in abeyance, because 
his predécessors announced—and he was not 
disputing on that point whether it was 
right or not, though he thought it was 
wrong—that they would not give consent 
in any case. In other words, they used the 
power of the Minister to consider each 
separate case by giving, as it were, a general 
statement that they would bar all. There- 
fore the right remained the legal right cf 
the local authorities, but his predecessors, 
by making those statements, had in fact 
very nearly altered the law. He would not 
make this general ban, but that did not 
mean that it was not his duty and intention 
to examine any special case put up to him 
by a local authority.. He said frankly that 
his bias would be, on the whole, to trust 
the local authorities. He had a feeling that 
the gentlemen elected in an area by popular 
vote, who knew the conditions of the area, 
sometimes knew more about it even than 
the admirable gentlemen in Whitehall. 

He had thought that it would be sufficient 
to announce that the general ban was 
removed and that he would now consider 
each scheme. But when he came to look 
at the question in detail he found that there 
was a difficulty. Under present conditions, 
Section 79 of the Act of 1936 would prove 
a considerable danger. The problem was 
that he had. been advised. that this sub-sec- 
tion would have the effect that the local 
authorities would have to ask permission 
for houses “to be sold or leased at the 
best price or the best rent that could reason- 
ably be obtained, having regard to any 
other condition imposed.” There was 
another difficulty, which was that he wished 
to see that conditions of sale were imposed. 
He was advised that it was doubtful 
whether, under the general law on a free- 
hold, it was possible to make such a con- 
dition without: specific Parliamentary power. 

Therefore, for those two reasons,. since 
he wished to see that local authorities were 
not forced by the law as it stood to ask 
an excessive price, and because he wanted 
to give them power to prevent a man buying 
at a more moderate price and then im- 
mediately reselling at an undue profit, which 
was a condition which it was doubtful 
whether they could impose under the general 
law on freehold, he had had to introduce 
this. clause. He would have been much 
happier if he could simply have removed 
the ban opefated under the 1936 Act, but 
both those obstacles existed. Therefore, 
the purpose of the sub-section which it was 
proposed to leave out was merely—not that 
he would say that the authorities would be 
likely to want to sell at an excessive price 
—to remove what his legal advice told him 
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that it was their duty to do. It was to 
give them freedom to act on a- reasonable 
basis. Having taken away the duty which 
Section 79 of the old Act imposed on them 
—a duty not in tune with present conditions 
—he must replace it somehow. But he 
must first do away with this barrier, and 
that was the purpose of the sub-section. 

It might be asked why he did not put 
into the Bill a scheme to protect the rate- 
payer. He had taken away the ceiling, as 
it were, and he must, of course, put in a 
floor. The only question was whether to 
put it in in precise terms of a Bill which 
would become an’ Act which would last 
for many -years, or whether to leave it to 
the right which he had under the old Act 
to make what conditions he thought fit in 
agreeing to any scheme of sale. Although 
he broadly agreed that it was always better 
to put details of these schemes into legisla- 
tion, he did not think it would be practicable 
to put all this variety of detail into the Bill 
itself. He did not think that the Labour 
Party could have any objections to this 
procedure, because they had always been 
the great protagonists of delegated power. 
In the whole of the 1945 Parliament all 
sorts of general powers were passed into 
law, and it was then left for the detail to 
be worked out. In the Building Materials 
and Housing Act power was conferred on 
the Minister to fix the price of new houses 
built under licence. He did not think that 
it lay with Labour members to complain, 
but he would have preferred, had it been 
possible, to have put in the details. But 
he did not think it was workable. The 
reason was that it could not be made 
statutory. With the passage of time these 
conditions might change, and what would 
be .a reasonable set of prices which the 
Minister would inform the local authorities 
he would have regard to in creating any 
scheme, might not apply in ten years’ time. 
There would then be all the difficulty of 
amending legislation, and he did not think 
that would be right. Even the difficulty of 
procedure which he observed between the 
different classes of houses might be the right 
one for the moment, but in 10. or 20 years 
such a procedure might have to be modified. 
He ‘had to introduce a clause in order to 
operate the sale at all. He must have the 
removal of any doubt—if it was only 
doubt, but his advice was perfectly clear: 
the removal of the apparent duty of the 
municipality to exact the highest possible 
scarcity value price. 

Mr. SparKs (Labour): Is the Minister 
really doing that, in view of the fact that 
he permits the local authority to sell the 
houses in any case? 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that he must remove 
from them the obligation or the duty. At 
the same time he must put in a platform. 
He agreed that they could not give them 
away for nothing. Surely the reasonable 
thing—and there was nothing new in this— 
was to introduce such a clause as this. He 
had been having discus8ions on the drafting 
of this plan ever since they introduced the 
Bill. The normal thing to do when con- 
sidering what were the general conditions, 
apart from any local or special questions, 
and before he considered any scheme upon 
its merits, was to fix in their mind what 
they proposed to do in a broad way, con- 
sult as to the details with the representatives 
of the local authority organisations and to 
agree upon a circular which seemed reason- 
able to them and which -maintained what 
he thought to be his duty. 

Then they came to the principle of the 
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circular, which would be to lay down what 
were the broad conditions which he would 
exact as a general rule before considering 
a particular case. It had been 

that, in order to fix a fair value for the 
sale price of houses, it would be quite 
convenient at this period—it might be quite 
different in five or ten years’ time—to put 
the houses into two rough categories of 
pre-war and post-war. If they took the 
case of a pre-war house, it would be 
extremely difficult to assess it on the basis 
of cost, and it might even be difficult to 
ascertain it, because that cost had passed 
through different periods of price levels, 
The better method probably was so many 
years’ purchase in the rent, which seemed 
a more reasonable view to take and one 
which he thought the local authorities them- 
selves shared. The rent would be the 
standard rent charged on the house without 
regard to any special rebates which were 
made for special circumstances of tenants 
in special conditions. It would be the 
exclusive rent paid by the tenant, except 
for any special rebate scheme, and he 
thought that was properly described as the 
standard annual rent, 

The circular would not be a statutory 
circular. His predecessor said: “We will 
not agree to any sale.” He said: “We 
will not agree to consider the circumstances 
of particular plans for sales unless t hey 
conform to this bottom which I must put 
in to protect the ratepayers against some- 
thing irregular and improper.” It was not 
unreasonable to offer that broad guidance 
regarding the price, and he was sure that, 
on the whole, the general plan which the 
Ministry proposed was the right one. 

With regard to purchase for cash on the 
instalment plan, of course, the various 
machinery which existed for purchase by 
the payment of instalments was a very fine 
system, and the Government were very 
anxious to encourage it. Therefore, the 
local authorities would have that right—he 
would almost say that duty—to use all 
possible methods of ‘making such a scheme 
of saving to own more attractive to the 
people. 

Mr. ALBERT Evans (Labour): Will the 
Minister make it a condition that the local 
authority should be the mortgagee? 

Mr. MACMILLAN: No, I do not think so. 
If a man has money, there is nothing to 
prevent his paying all or part of the pur- 
chase price down. The point is that we 
should use all available machinery, either 
through the local authorities or other forms 
of saving which could be made available 
for the purpose. . 

Mr. Grsson (Labour) said that after 


‘listening to the Minister he was more mysti- 


find than ever. There was no reason, either 
in economics er in justice, why local 
autherities should be treated differently 
from private sellers in this question of 
selling houses. 

The amendment was negatived by 20 
votes to 17. The Committee adjourned. 


Mr. Macmillan’s Amendment 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, has tabled an 
amendment to the Housing Bill, to give 
local authorities power to impose conditions 
precluding a purchaser of a council house 
from selling or letting the house within four 
years after purchase, unless he has first 
offered to sell it back to the local authority 
and they have refused or failed to accept 
the offer within one month. The Opposi- 
tion have tabled an amendment to this 


H 
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proposal, proposing to omit the four years’ 
period. 


Caravan Development 


On May 22, Mr. Marp.es, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the. Ministry of Local Govern- 
ment and Housing, in reply to Mkr. 
Beswick (Labour), who had alleged that 
there was exploitation of caravan dwellers 
by unscrupulous persons, said that even 
when the caravan dwellers were shifted the 
question arose where they were to go. To 
have uniform treatment of the matter all 
over the country would be inappropriate. 
There were various factors to be taken into 
account in various areas. The real difficulty 
was to deal with the families. Local 
authorities already had power to’ organise 
caravan sites. The Ministry would help, 
but the Minister was not going actively to 
encourage the provision of residential cara- 
van sites. A caravan was sub-standard 
accommodation, and to start on them would 
mean that it was impossible to stop them. 
Most local authorities intensely disliked 
caravan development. The enforcement of 
the existing powers meant hardship, even 
when there was delay. The real answer to the 
problem was to provide more houses, and 
the Minister was setting about that task 
vigorously. 


New Schools 
On May 22, Mr. OLpFIELpD asked the 
Minister of Education how many new 
schools had been built since the war. . 
Miss HorsBRuGu said that between April, 
1945, and February 1 last, 814 new primary 
and secondary schools were completed. 


Nerth-East Development Area 


On May 22, in reply to Mr. FREDERICK 
WILLEY, the President of the Board of Trade, 
Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, said that in the 
North-Eastern Development Area the Board 
of Trade had granted Industrial Develop- 
ment Certificates for seven new factory pro- 
jects since November 1, 1951. Only one 
of those had yet been licensed for building; 
work was expected to start in July, 1952. 
In addition, Industrial Development Certifi- 
cates had been granted for 19 extensions to 
existing factories. Of those projects, five 
had been licensed for building; work had 
already started on two; and work on two 
others was expected to start at once. 
Scottish Qperatives 

On May 20, Mr. Hoy asked the Minister 
of Works if he would state the number of 
building trade operatives engaged in Scot- 
land on new house-building now and in the 
years 1950 and 1951; and likewise the num- 
bers engaged on building new factories, 
hospitals and schools respectively for the 
same years. 

Mr. Eccies gave the following informa- 
tion :— 























New New work over £1,000 
housing : 
(including 
local Fac- Hos- 
authority | tories pitals Schools 
direct 
labour) 
1950 (monthly 
average) . 29,900 8,800 500 2,500 
4951, » | 31,600 7,300 700 2,400 
1952, March 
(latest avail- 
abledate) ...| 34,900 5,800 800 2,600 





M.O.W. Scottish Offices 


On May 20, in reply to Mr. MCGOVERN, 
the Minister of Works, Mr. EccLEs, said 
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that the total number of officials employed 
at his Edinburgh and Glasgow offices was 
482 and 193 respectively; the number of 
architects employed in the architects’ branch 
at Edinburgh headquarters was 16; the 
annual wage and salary costs of the total 
staff was £415,000 approximately, and of 
the architects £20,000 approximately. 


Development Charges 

On May 20, Mr. IRvinG asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he was now in a position to state what 
was the Government’s policy in relation to 
the imposition of development charges upon 
land developers. 

MR. MACMILLAN said he hoped that the 
Government would be able to state their 
intentions before long. 


Portuguese Slates 


_On May 20, Lapy Tweepsmuir asked 
the President of the Board of Trade on what 
scale he intended to continue the issue of 
import licences for Portuguese slates. 

Mr. JH. Strauss said that an import 
quota for slate and roofing slates would be 
announced soon. Licences issued under the 
quota would be valid for the import of these 
goods from any of the countries, including 
Portugal, in respect of which the open 
general licence for their importation was 
withdrawn on March 12. 
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MANAGEMENT. STUDIES 
Courses at Brixton School 


{From a Correspondent] 

Durinc the last 15 years much has been 
said and written to encourage the develop- 
ment of training for management, and 
British industry as a whole has come in- 
creasingly to accept the view that potential 
managers can be greatly helped in their de- 
velopment by formal courses of training. 
Part of this training can suitably be given 
in technical colleges and, in fact, manage- 
ment studies now form an imporiant part 
of the work of. these colleges. 

The building industry has, so far, been 
less influenced by these developments than 
most of the other major industries of the 
country, and few men from building firms 
are found enrolled as students in manage- 
ment courses. It is notable, also, that com- 
paratively few candidates present themselves 
for the associate diploma examination of the 
Institute of Builders, an examinatioa which 
includes a paper on organisation and man- 
agement. 

Until recent years, comparatively few 
employees of building contractors pursued 
their technical studies to the level of the 
higher national certificate or diploma, the 
qualifications which are generally accepted 
as qualifying a man to enter a management 
course. The large enrolments of the imme- 


. diate post-war years in building courses in 


The £100 Free Limit 


On May: 20, Mr. Donner asked the 
Minister of Works whether, since less work 
could be carried out under the £100 free 
limit owing to the rise in building costs, he 
would now raise that: limit. 

Mr. Eccies said that the rise in building 
costs was one of several factors to be taken 
into account in deciding on the amount 
which might be spent without licence in the 
period beginning July 1, 1952. 

‘Mr. Hurp asked the Minister if he 
would make a statement on further changes 
in the licensing system, particularly a relaxa- 
tion of the £100 a year free limit in building. 

Mr. Eccles said he was not yet able to 
make a statement. 

Picture Postcards 

Mr. R. A. ALLAN asked the Minister of 
Works whether he was aware that the post- 
cards produced by his Department illustra- 
ting historic sites and buildings under his 
charge were often inadequate and unsatisfac- 
tory; and what steps he would take to remedy 
the matter. 

In a written reply Mr. EccLes answered: 
Yes, sir. Picture postcards are on sale of 
the buildings under the charge of the Ministry 
of Works, such as Hampton Court, the Tower 
of London, Holyrood Palace and Caernarvon 
Castle. The Ministry is responsible for 
photography and the selection of pictures and 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office for their 
repreduction. 

These postcards ar® of very uneven quality. 
I am satisfied that we could offer the public 
something better both in black and white 
and in colour, and that British photographers 
and printers could combine to present our 
unrivalled buildings in a manner which would 
at once put us in the lead as artists in photo- 
graphy and increase thé profits made from 
the sale of cards and pictures. If the new 
seties are to be ready for Coronation year 
it will be necessary to work fast. I have, 
therefore, invited a representative committee 
to advise me urgently on the best material 
obtainable. 


technical colleges are now being reflected in 
the increased number of awards of higher 
national certificates in building and the time 
is ripe to encourage the more promising of 
these students to continue their studies into 
the field of management. 

With this object in view, Brixton School 
of Building has obtained approval from the 
Joint Committee for National Diplomas and 
Certificates in Building for three manage- 
ment subjects to be accepted, under the usual 
conditions, for endorsement on higher 
national diplomas or certificates. The three 
subjects are:— 

General industrial organisation and’ man- 
agement.—The aim of this subject is to pro- 
vide an introduction to law, to economics 
and to industrial psychology and tc serve 
as a background for future studies of man- 
agement techniques. 

Building organisation and management.— 
This subject deals with the principal features 
of the organisation of building ccntracting 
firms and the functions which the various 
parts of the organisation are called upon to 
perform. 

Accountancy and_ costing.—Accountancy 
as a part of management is here dealt with 
generally and, although particular reference 
is made to the requirements of building, it is 
the intention to indicate the application of 
principles to industry asa whole. 

Each subject is dealt with in about 25 
weekly lectures and the course is due to com- 
mence at the end of September next. The 
fee for each subject is £1. Application 
forms may be obtained from the Secretary, 
L.C.C. Brixton School of Building, Ferndale- 
road, S.W.4. 


U.S. Market Research Report 


The Board of Trade recently commissioned 
an American market research firm to report 
on legislation and practice in U.S. federal, 
state and municipal purchasing. This report 
has now been published, under the title 
“ Dollar Exports: Sales to Public Authorities 
in the United States.” It may be obtained 
through H.M. Stationery Office, price 12s. 64. 
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TIMBER SUPPLY AND 
DEMAND 

United Nations Committee’s Forecast 
[THERE is “no Prospect of any major 

shortage or surplus” in Europe’s 
timber supplies in 1952, according to the 
principal timber importers and exporters. 
They are mauch less confident, however, 
about 1953 prospects. 

The representatives of exporting countries 
stress that the indicated drop in 1952 im- 
ports plus current delays in placing orders 
tend to discourage full saw mill p:oduction 
and might stand in the. way of an expansion 
of export supplies in 1953 substantially above 
present levels should such a need arise. 

These findings were reached at a session 
of the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe Timber Committee which re- 
cently concluded in Geneva. During the 
session the timber trade experts made a 
general review of the timber market and 
drew up agreed estimates of import require- 
ments and export availabilities. of sawn soft- 
wood, pitprops and pulpwood for 1952 and 
1953. 

Prospective import demand from European 
countries, the Middle East and from over- 
seas countries for European softwoods 
during the present calendar year was placed 
at 2.8 to three million standards. Total 1952 
export availabilities to European countries, 
both from European and overseas sources, 
were placed at between 2.65 and three million 
standards, or 440,000 to 800,000 standards 
below last year’s exports. 


Outlook for 1953 


The committee felt that the present market 
situation contained so many uncertain ele- 
ments that it would be premature at this 
time to formulate estimates for Europe’s 
timber trade in 1953. There was general 
agreement that next year’s import demand 
for sawn ‘softwood was likely to be larger 
than in 1952. These expectations were based 
primarily on the fact that several importing 
countries may have to draw on their stocks 
to meet consumption requirements during 
the current year. Moreover, the exception- 
ally late conclusion of contracts will prob- 
ably limit shipments in 1952 below their 
normal level, and might leave some unfilled 
import demand towards the end cof the year 
to be covered in 1953, the committee pointed 
out. It added that the possibility of a re- 
striction in consumption would, however, 
have to be borne in mind. 

Exporting countries stressed, on the other 
hand, the possible danger of recent market 
developments: to future production and 
supply levels. 

Delegations undertook to supply the secre- 
tariat with estimates of import requirements 
and export supplies for 1953 as soon as pos- 
sible, and would endeavour to do so in time 
to provide producers and the timber trade 
with this important information before the 
annual sales of standing timber and other 
roundwood. 

The delegate of Poland informed the com- 
mittee of his country’s export availabilities 
for Western Europe of timber cf various 
descriptions in 1952 and 1953, but was unable 
to provide details in categories at this stage. 
The Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia and 
Rumania were not represented at the meet- 
ing; however, figures for the prospective ex- 
ports from these four‘countries in 1952 were 
estimated by the committee and thus in- 
cluded in the committee’s tables in order to 
form its judgment at this stage of Europe’s 
import requirements and export availabilities. 
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TIMBER CONTROL TO 
CHARTER SHIPS 
Pre-War System EKesumed 


From this week Timber Control has itself 
taken over the responsibility for chartering 
ships to carry spruce from Eastern Canada 
to Britain, and the National Coal Board are 
making similar arrangements for pitprops. 
Hitherto shipment has been arranged through 
the Baltic Exchange, London. 

What has in fact happened, states a Timber 
Control spokesman, is that the Eastern 
Canada Chartering Committee of the Baltic 
Exchange, which was set up in war-time, 
has now ceased to function and the charter- 
ing will be arranged as it was before the 
committee was formed. The amount of 
spruce coming from Eastern Canada is now 
very small and consists mainly of pitprops, 
he added. 

Individual members of the Eastern Canada 
Committee can still make offers of charter 
services to Timber Control and the N.C.B., 
it is understood. 


SUB-CONTRACTORS AND 
P.A.Y.E. 
Employers’ Responsibility 

ASES have arisen in which there has been 

a doubt in the mind of the employer 

about the responsibility for operating 

P.A.Y.E. for employees working for a sub- 

contractor. For the assistance of such 

employers the Inland Revenue have given 
the following information: 

Where a sub-contractor is carrying on 
business on his own account for which he 
is assessed upon his profits under Schedule 
D and has already an account with the collec- 
tor into which he pays tax deducted under 
P.A.Y.E., no difficulty arises; the sub- 
contractor is responsible for .operating 
P.A.Y.E. for his own employees. 

Where, on the other hand, the sub-con- 
tract is mainly for labour and the sub- 
contractor is in reality a gang-master in. the 
employ of the principal employer, the 
responsibility for operating P.A.Y.E. rests 
with the latter. 

Regulation 3 of the Statutory Instrument, 
1950, No. 453 deals with the matter and reads 
as follows :— 

Intermediate employers—({1) Where an 
employee works under the general control 
and management of a person who is not his 
immediate employer, that person (referred to 
hereafter in this Regulation as “ the principal 
employer”) shall be deemed to be the 
employer for the purpose of these Regula- 
tions, and the immediate employer shall 
furnish the principal employer with such 
particulars of the employee’s emoluments as 
may be necessary to enable the principal 
employer to comply with the provisions of 
these Regulations. 

(2) If the employee’s emoluments are 
actually paid to him: by the immediate 
employer—{a) the immediate employer shall 
be notified by the principal employer of the 
amount of tax to be deducted or repaid when 
the emoluments are paid to the employee, and 
shall deduct or repay the amounts so notified 
to him accordingly; and (b) the principal 
employer shall make a corresponding deduc- 
tion or addition on making to the immediate 
employer the payment out of which the said 
emoluments will be paid. 

A principal employer who engages a sub- 
contractor should satisfy himself that the 
requirements of the Regulations will be met 
er if in any doubt or difficulty consult his 
local Inspector of Taxes. 


823 


“LICENSING KEEPS BUILDING 
COSTS UP ” 
National ey Fi cae Ending 
PEAKING at the half-yearly meeting of 
the Southern Counties Federation of 

Building Trades Employers at Bournemouth, 
on Tuesday, Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, Presi- 
dent, National Federation, said that it was 
known that the Government were consider- 
ing their policy for the next building licen- 
sing period which begins on July 1. 

“This is a vital matter not only for 
builders, especially those with small busi- 
nesess, but for those living in houses in 
urgent need of repair or reconditioning and 
for those wishing to have new houses built,” 
said Mr. Robertson. “The Government are 
anxious to remove controls but naturally 
do not want to take any action which would 
divert labour from the defence and housing 
programmes, 

“It is our view, and this, I am sure, is 
shared by all sections of the building indus- 
try, that the licensing limits could be. swept 
away or at any rate raised considerably with- 
out any injurious effect on other urgent work. 
The chief reasons for this are the unavoid- 
ably high cost of our work and the general 
financial stringency which is likely to become 
more, instead of less, severe. We feel that 
licensing tends to keep. prices up because 
builders cannot plan ahead and their labour 
is therefore often under-employed; that the 
removal or the easing of licensing would do 
much to counter the fear that there may be 
unemployment in the industry and would, 
therefore, lead to increased production; and 
that a forward policy would decrease the 
risk of buildings falling into such a state of 
disrepair that they become permanently 
unusable, and would ease the difficulties of 
the smaller builder on whom we should have 
to rely once again for war damage repairs 
in the-event of another war. 

“T hope, therefore, that the Government 
will be bold. No one is more anxious than 
I to see the rate of new house-building 
speeded up and I suggest that this could be 
achieved by raising substantially the present 
£100 limit and then fixing a much higher 
limit for the reconditioning of existing and 
the building of new houses.” 


“THE BUILDERS’ ARMS” 
New Use for L.M.B.A. Coat-of-Arms 


Out at Little Heath, near Potters Bar, 
there is a pleasant little coomy hostelry, 
the “ Builders’ Arms,” said to be the only 
one of that name in the London area. The 
owner, wishing to display a coat-of-arms but 
not being eligible for an official grant, 
decided that the next best thing was to ask 
the L.M.B.A. if he might use theirs. 

Here was a problem. Could the L.M.B.A. 
give permission? Could it withhold it? What 
if the “pub” decided to go ahead and use 
it anyway? Could the L.M.B.A. sue it? 
Reference to the College of Arms disclosed 
the fact that the Earl Marshal’s Court, the 
only court before which a heraldic “ in- 
fringement” could be brought, had not sat 
since 1740. In any case, would it not be 
churlish to refuse a request respectfully made 
to the Association when City companies 
allowed their arms to be used in hotels .and 
inns with the names of their crafts? 

After a little pondering, .the L.M.B.A. 
decided to raise no wbjection to the use of 
their coat-of-arms, provided its colours were 
faithfully reproduced. And so, during the 
summer, the “ Builders’ Arms” at Little 
Heath will have an attractive new sign. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Defective Plastering 


Q.—Your advice on the following would 
be appreciated. The job is to examine some 
portion of wood boarding which was put up 
to cover very defective plastering; to remove 
the faulty cement and plaster; to apply 
fresh cement; and to finish off with a hard 
wall plaster and high gloss paint. -Also, I 
would like your advice on another room, 
where a hard wall finish has developed 
numerous cracks; in replastering, is it neces- 
sary to mix horse hair with the plaster to 
ensure freedom from cracks? 

R. E.R. 

A.—The presence of wood boarding fixed 
to the walls indicates that the plastering has 
been attacked by dampness. It is advisable 
to ascertain if a dampcourse exists; if this 
does not, the undercoating of plaster will 
have to contain a waterproofer. 

Strip off the boarding, hack off old plaster, 
if brick walls, thoroughly wire brush and 
remove any efflorescence. Render the walls 
with a three and one mix—three parts 
washed sand and one part Portland cement— 
add waterproofer as per maker’s instruc- 
tions, well key same for next coat. It is 
necessary only in the case of a partition 





wall built in timber and lath to use ox hair ° 


in the mix of three parts of sand and one 
part of lime, when 9 lb. of ox hair to the 
cubic yard of material should be used, to be 
followed by a second coat which should 
consist of three parts sand, one part lime 
and 10 per cent. Portland cement. The 
skimming coat of hard wall plaster should 
be applied according to maker’s instruc- 
tions. y 
With reference to the room where cracks 
have developed in the plaster, this may be 
due to undue suction in the old walls. It 
may also be due to the rendering coat being 
too dry and not well wetted before applying 
the final or skimming coat. Finally, it is 
not advisable to use a glossy paint.for at 
least a year or until the plasterwork is 
thoroughly dry. A size-bound distemper is 
preferable for the interim period of drying. 
This can be washed off when the glossy 
paint is applied after the walls have dried. 
The names and addresses of manufac- 
turers of a suitable waterproofer and 
plaster have been forwarded to the inquirer. 
G. W. H. 


Cement Removal from Tiles 


Q.—We have recently (three weeks ago) 
had a floor re-laid with red tiles, and the 
builder finished off with grouting. This has 
left a certain amount of cement on the tiles 
and it is not possible to see the red surface 
of the tile through the cement. 

We shall be pleased to know if there is 
any way in which we can remove the surplus 
coating of cement from the surface of the 
tiles, to show the red tile underneath. We 
have tried scraping with a razor blade, and 
while this does remove a. certain amount 
of the cement it still leaves the tile show- 
ing a whitish film. C.P. 


A.—Considering that the floor was laid 
only three weeks ago, I think it likely 
that the whitish film complained of will be 
in evidence for some time to -come. 
film is chalk-like and is due to the evapora- 
tion and crystallisation of alkaline salts con- 
tained, probably, in the tiles, but certainly 
in the mortar with which they were laid. 
Although some of the surplus mortar can 
be removed with a razor-blade, no amount 
of similar scraping will get rid of the efflores- 
cence. Diluted hydrochloric acid will 
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remove it, but, if left, the whitish film will 
disappear in time. Several dressings of Red 
Cardinal tile polish will also help to bring 
the colour back. G. W.H. 


Development Charge 


Q.—Are local authorities free of develop- 
ment charge when they buy land and let 
it out in building plots for private building? 

T3 


A.—In order to answer this question it 
is necessary to consider the provisions of 
sections 82 and 83 of the Town and Coun- 
try Planning Act, 1947. 

Section 82 deals with land held by a local 
authority on July 1, 1948, for the general 
statutory purposes of the authority. If the 
local authority cease to require the land for 
any such statutory purpose, they may sell 
or lease it for development free of develop- 
ment charge, provided planning permission 
for that development was obtained before 
the land was sold or leased. 

Certain classes of land, however, are 
deprived of this benefit by the T. and C. P. 
(Local Authorities’ Land: Exceptions to 
section 82) Regulations, 1948, S.I., No. 1461. 
The excepted classes are: — 

(1) Land held for commercial purposes. 
(2) Land held solely or mainly for the 
revenue derived therefrom. (3) Land held 
for industrial estates. (4) Land held by 
local highway authorities for winning and 
working minerals for highway purposes. (5) 
Land acquired by a local authority—(a) 
before July 1, 1948, in pursuance of a notice 
to treat served after the passing of the Act, 
or in pursuance of certain contracts made 
after the passing of the Act; (b) on or after 
July 1, 1948, in pursuance of a notice to 
treat served or a contract. made after the 
passing of the Act; and not for the time 
being developed by that authority. 

It is provided that classes (1) to (4) shall 
not include:— (i) certain lands acquired by 
a local authority—(a) in pursuance of a 
notice to treat served, or a contract made 
before the passing of the Act; or (b) before 
July 1, 1948, in pursuance of certain con- 
tracts made after the passing of the Act. 
(ii) Land held for the purpose of any enact- 
ment relating to housing. (iii) Land held 
for the purpose of a gymnasium, public 
library, museum or art gallery; a cemetery, 
burial ground, crematorium, or mortuary; 
the burial of carcases. 

The effect of these three exceptions to 
classes (1) to (4) is, of course, that any 
such land may be sold or leased by a local 
authority for the development free of 
development charge. 

To turn now to section 83, this deals with 
land acquired by local authorities and new 
town development corporations for compre- 
hensive development. Where such land is 
developed by persons other than the local 
authority or the development corporation, 
no development charge is payable—provided 
planning permission was obtained prior to 
the sale or lease. 

In any case not covered by section 82 and 
83, liability to development charge will arise. 

A. E. T. 


The pile Foundations 


The Building Research Station Digest No. 
42, “The Short Bored Pile Foundation,” 
describes the practical aspects of the construc- 
tion of such a foundation. It deals with the 
application and design, and shows the advan- 
tages of this system. Methods of boring, and 
the load bearing capacities are also given. 
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BUILDING CONTROLS 
Easing of Restrictions Foreseen 


“ GIVEN the necessary improvement in the 
economic situation to enable an adequate 
supply of materials to be maintained, I am 
confident that it will be possible to justify 
a further loosening of the restrictions which 
are im d upon the industry as the resul 
of the existing financial stringenky,” said 
Mr. Harotp MAcMILLAN, the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, when he 
attended a luncheon meeting of the 
L.M.B.A.’s South-Eastern Area, at Bromley, 
on May 21, Mr. N. J. Kemp was in the chair. 

In welcoming Mr. Macmillan to the meet- 
ing, Mr. Kemp said: “ We have to thank the 
Minister for the series of circulars issued to 
local authorities containing advice that should 
speed up housing, particularly Circular No. 
42 which advises that the standard R.I.B.A. 
contract (adapted for local authorities) should 
be used without alteration. This circular 
goes on to suggest methods of payment and 
the release of retention monies that would 
make our life much less of a burden if and 
when our local authorities fall in with the 
expressed wish of the Minister. ° 


“We realise that in a democratic country 


ithe duty rests with us individually to press 


our elected local representatives until this 
result is achieved.” 

Mr. MAcMILLAN in his remarks also 
referred to the circulars, and expressed the 
sincere hope that the recommendations con- 
tained in them were being implemented by 
local authorities. 


TOWN PLANNING APPEAL 


Storage of Builders’ Materials 
€onditionally Allowed 

THE Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has conditionally allowed an appeal 
by Mr. H. E. Forrest against the refusal of 
Bexley Council to. permit the’ continued 
storage of builders’ plant and materials at 
37, Merlin-road, Welling. 

In giving his decision, the Minister states 
that it is the opinion of the council that the 
storage of these materials should not -be 
allowed in the garden of a house and that 
it would be likely seriously to injure the 
residential amenities of the neighbourhood. 

The Minister agrees that such a site is 
not ideal for this purpose, but notes that it 
has been used for the storage of builders’ 
materials since 1934 without complaint. In 
these circumstances he thinks it would be 
unreasonable not to allow the site to con- 
tinue to be used for storage. 

He therefore permits its continued use for 
storage provided that no part of the curtilage 
within 25 ft. of Merlin-road shall be used 
for that purpose, and that a wall or close- 
boarded fence, not less than 6 ft. high, shall 
be put round that part of the site which is 
used for storage purposes, 


Norwich Street-Widening Scheme 


The appeal of the Saxone Shoe Co., Ltd., 
against the refusal of Norwich Corporation 
to permit the rebuilding of their premises 
on a bomb-damaged corner site comprising 
Nos. 34, Rampant Horse-street, and 2, Red 
Lion-street, has been dismissed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
following a public inquiry at Norwich last 
year. The site is required for a street- 
widening scheme. 
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SAVING AGRICULTURAL LAND 








Deputation to Ministers 


Mr. HarRotD MACMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local’ Government, accom- 
panied by Sir Thomas Dugdale, Minister of 
Agriculture, recently received a joint depu- 
tation from the National Farmers’ Union, 
the Country Landowners’ Association, the 
National Union of Agricultural Workers and 
the Transport and General Workers’ Union. 

The deputation explained that they desired 
to grasp the opportunity afforded by the 
submission of development plans to review 
land use policy and stressed the vital impor- 
tance, particularly in present economic 
circumstances, of the preservation of agri- 
cultural land. 

The Ministers expressed their full 
sympathy with the desire to minimise the 
loss of food-producing land, while maintain- 
ing reasonable standards of necessary 
developments. It was, and would continue 
to be, the constant aim of the Government 
to reduce losses and to ‘steer developments 
on to land where it would do least damage 
to food production. 

The Ministers agreed that their depart- 
ments should, in consultation with the 
organisations represented, explore the possi- 
bilities of further improvement of the pro- 
cedure involved in the acquisition of land for 
development to ensure that due weight was 
given to the agricultural interest; and should 
also consider to what extent information on 
the acreage and situation of land required 
for development in the future could be 
derived from the county development plans 
now being submitted. , 


DECORATING COMPETITION 


Paint Manufacturer’s Anniversary 


IN order to mark the completion of the 

Company’s 150th year, and to encourage 
the production of decorative work of a high 
standard, Thos. Parsons and Sons, Ltd., paint 
manufaéturers, have announced details of a 
new competition which is open to students 
taking the painting and decorating courses 
at technical schools in the London area. 

A first prize of two and a half guineas, a 
second of one guinea, and a third of half a 
guinea will be awarded for the best work 

, submitted in each of the following classes: 
1, marbling and graining on plain panel 
(under 18 years); 2, marbling and graining 
on plain panel (over 18 years); 3, plastic 
paint (texture) and/or scumbling (under 18 
years); 4, plastic paint (texture) and/or 
scumbling (over 18 years); 5, free rendering 
of historic ornament (under 18 years); 6, 
free rendering of historic ornament (over 18 
years); 7, perspective design for a domestic 
interior (under 18 years); 8, perspective design 
for a period interior (over 18 years); 9, 
heraldic design (under 18 years); 10, inn sign 
(over 18 years). (Note: Classes 1, 3, 5, 7 
and 9 are open to students who are under 
18 years of age on the closing date of this 
competition.) 

Entry forms can be obtained from Thos. 
Parsons and Sons, Ltd., 70, Grosvenor-street, 
London, W.1. ‘Fhe closing date will be 
September 1, 1952. 

For the purpose of this competition the 
London area is that shown in the “ Memo- 
randum on Building Courses at Technical 
Colleges and Schools in the London Region 
1951-52,” issued by the London Master 
Builders’ Association. The schools listed are: 
Brixton School of Building, Bromley College 
of Art, Building Crafts Training School, 
Croydon School of Arts and Crafts, Ealing 
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Technical College, East Ham _ Technical 
College, Hackney Technical College, Ham- 
mersmith School of Building, Hornsey 
School of. Arts and Crafts, Kingston School 
of Art, -Northern Polytechnic, S.E. Essex 
Technical College, S.E. London Technical 
College, Tottenham Technical College, 
Twickenham Technical College, West Ham 
County School of Building, Willesden Tech- 
nical College, Woolwich Polytechnic. 


CONVEYANCE OF BATHS BY 
RAIL 


Damage Avoided by Use of New 
Containers 


AN INGENIOUS METHOD of packing porcelain- 
enamelled cast-iron baths, devised by the 
Commercial Superintendent, North - Eastern 
Region, British Railways, in collaboration 
with Ideal Boilers and Radiators, Ltd., has 
resulted in only one bath in every 700 in 
transit being damaged during the past 12 
months. 

These unpacked baths are normally carried 
by rail at owner’s risk, and the risk of 
damage has always been considerable. 
Hitherto, the alternative has been to pack 
into crates, but this practice is too costly 
for general adoption. 

It was thought that there would be the 
minimum risk of damage if the baths were 
carried laid on their sides, with their length 
in the direction of travel, and a specially 
equipped experimental container was accord- 
ingly designed. Adjustable partitions were 
fitted, and in addition strip rubber (taken 
from worn-out motor tyres) was mounted on 
the insides of the sides and ends of the con- 
tainer and also on the faces of the partitions. 
Experiments suggested various modifications 
and refinements, and these were finally 
embodied in a prototype which proved 
successful during an extended period of trial. 

The baths are “ nested,” the only packing 
material used being a single strip of corru- 
gated paper laid round the outside of the 
body of each unit. Up to 28 or 30 baths 
can be carried in one container. 
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BUILDING TO CAPACITY 
Minister at F.M.B. Luncheon 


GIVEN WHAT he thought was a safe margin 
of materials, we were building about as 
many houses as was possible at the present 
time, taking into consideration the require- 
ments of the defence programme, said MR. 
Davip Eccies, Minister of Works, when he 
proposed the health of SmR HARRY SELLEY at 
a luncheon given by the Federation of 
Master Builders prior to their national annual 
general meeting at the Connaught Rooms, 
London, on May 26. Sir Harry Selley, the 
president of the Federation, was in the chair. 


The guest speaker on this occasion was 
Mr. W. J. Brow, late independent Member 
of Parliament for the Rugby division of 
Warwickshire, who, after admitting that he 
knew nothing about building, went on to 
give a very entertaining talk touching on 
a number of different topics. 


Proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Brown, 
Mr. Noe LANDAU, a vice-president of the 
Federation, said they were not worried now 
so much by the question of waiting for 
licences; licences were easier and so, to 
a certain extent, were materials, but it was 
more a question of money that was stopping 
people from buying their own houses. 


DEFECTS OF THE PLANNING 
ACT 
Where Improvements are Needed 


Mr. D. WALKER-SmITH, M.P., speaking 
at a luncheon of the Association of London 
Property Owners, in London, on May 26, 
said that in the planning provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, two 
main improvements in machinery and 
administration were required. 

The first was to make planning control as 
effective in restriction of public and local 
authorities as it was of private citizens. The 
second was to improve the machinery of plan- 
ning control, especially in regard to the cases 
in which Ministers were by law placed in the 
position of judges in their own courts. 

The two main legitimate criticisms of the 
financial provisions were that payments for 
loss of development value from the £300m. 
fund necessarily included many in regard to 
properties that wese not intended for develop- 
ment; and that the development charge was 
a deterrent to useful development. This made 
for bad planning and bad economics. 

It was necessary to devise a simple pro- 
cedure for collection of betterment charges 
from landowners benefited by public works 
and development, and provide an entitlement 
to compensation for owners who, by refusal 
of: planning permission, lost reasonable 
expectations of development. Lord Buck- 
master presided. 


Trowel Trades Conference, Portsmouth 


A regional conference of industrialists 
and teachers will be held at Portsmouth 
Municipal College on Saturday, June 21, 
from 10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. There will be 
two main sessions—the morning session being 
concerned with trowel trades subject matter 
and teaching techniques, and the afternoon 
session on the relation between the technical 
college and the jobs in the building industry. 
There will be opportunities for informal dis- 
cussion and inspection of an exhibition and 
the new college buildings at Portsmouth. 
Further details can be obtained from the 
Secretary of the Southern Regional Council 
for Further Education, Shire Hall, Reading. 


J 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Late Mr. C. H. Edwards 


The death is announced of Mr. C. H. 
Edwards, managing director of Wm. Salter, 
Edwards and Co., Ltd., after an illness of 
some months’ duration. 


Ekectric Lift Maintenance 

To aid electrical contractors in training 
their staffs to service electric lifts, Marryat 
and Scott, Ltd., 40, Hatton Garden, E.C.1, 
have published a new edition of their hand- 
book “Electric Lifts,’ by L. J. Gooch, 
A.M.LE.E., price 15s. This includes diagrams 
for tracing fundamental circuits, together 
with fault location charts. 


News on Steel 

The public relations department of the 
British Iron and Steel Federation, Steel 
House, Tothill-street, S.W.1, have issued 
another edition of their “ Steel News.” This, 
among other things, gives information on the 
production of pig iron, and also includes an 
interesting article on the last of the hand- 
wrought nail makers. Copies may be obtained 
from the above address, price free. 


Finland’s Timber Exports 

The Finnish timber industry is increasing 
production this year in view of increased 
demands from abroad for housing and 
industry. About 35,000,000 piled cubic 
metres will be felled this season. The num- 
ber of workers employed in the timber 
industry is now 150,000. The Soviet Union 
has already placed orders for approximately 
60,000 standards, one-tenth of the proposed 
output. Another 80,000 standards are 
destined for other countries, including the 
U.K 


Housing Hopes 

The Council of* the Building Societies 
Association, in its annual report to its 403 
member societies, notes “important altera- 
tions of housing policy which have been 
cordially welcomed by building societies for 
the hope which they bring of an increase 
in the number of houses to be built for 
sale to owner-occupiers. The Council con- 
siders that the Government has gone an 
appreciable way towards meeting the needs 
of owner-occupiers, bearing in mind that 
there is also a large need of houses to let. 
Discussions which have taken place have 
served to show that the part which building 
societies can and should be allowed to play 
is fully appreciated.” 

A “Topping Out” Party 

An unusual celebration has been brought 
to our notice. Messrs. Leslies, of Kensing- 
ton, who have four housing sites in the course 
of efection at Hemel Hempstead New 
Town, have made such rapid progress with 
a minimum labour force, that it was decided 
by the board of directors to show their 
appreciation of progress made by laying on 
a beer party for the workers concerned on 
Saturday morning last on the site. 

The celebration principally concerned a 
new site, where less than four weeks ago 
only the foundations had been prepared; now 
14 houses stand “topped out” and a further 
50 are semi-finished. Many executives from 
head office attended, also officials from 
Hemel Hempstead Development Corpora- 
tion, among whom were Mr. Bee, Chief 
Assistant Architect, and Mr. Henderson, 
Chief Engineer. Praise to those concerned 
was given by some of the visitors. The 
slogan on these sites appears to be “ Every 
man to his job and no minutes wasted.” 
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Daywork Charges: Haulage 

The schedules of charges and hire-rates 
for Dayworks, 1952 (Haulage), referred to in 
a recent issue, ig issued jointly by the 
L.M.B:A. and the Southern Counties’ Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. 


Sand. and Gravel Working. 


Allocation of land for sand and gravel 
working to maintain supplies at a reasonable 
cost in the Middle and Upper Thames and 
Lower Severn Valleys over the next £0 years 
is the subject of a report of the Advisory 
Committee on Sand and Gravel, issued re- 
cently by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government. Copies of the report are avail- 
able from H.M.S.O., price 3s. 6d. 


Demolition Contractors’ Elections 


At the annual general meeting of the 
National Federation of Demolition Contrac- 
tors held at the Holborn Restaurant on 
April 29, the following officers were elected: 
president, A. G. Griffiths (Messrs. Charles 
Griffiths, Ltd.); hon. life vice-president, C. 
S. Willment (Messrs. Willment Bros., Ltd.); 
vice - president, A. G. Foster (Messrs. H 
Sabey and Co., Ltd.); council, S. B. Allison 
(Messrs. Samuel B. Allison, Ltd.); W. J. 
Balderstone (Dismantling and Engineering 
(Midlands), Ltd.); L. J. Flack (St. Mary’s 
Contractors, Ltd.); W. Horrocks (The Demo- 
lition and Construction Co., Ltd.); T. Maiden 
(Messrs. Thomas Maiden and Son, Ltd.); 
W. Moyes (Messrs. H. J. Moyes); H. W. 
Norris, M.J.Struct-E. (Messrs. Goodman 
Price, Ltd.); M. N. Penfold (Messrs. W. H. 
Penfold and Sons, Ltd.); J. Standish, Snr. 
(Messrs. Joseph Standish, Ltd.); and A. W. 
Turner, Ebbw Vale, Mon. 
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The late Mr. A. H. Clegg 


The death has taken place of Mr. A. H. 
Clegg, at his home in Scarborough, at the 
age of 64. Mr. Clegg joined Horsley, Smith 
and Co., Ltd., in 1920, and was responsible 
for the builders’ merchants’ activities of the 
company. He had been a director since 
1935. 


Royal Sailors’ Home, Portsmouth 

The 26-ft. diameter dome to the Royal 
Sailors’ Home Club, Portsmouth (illustrated 
in our last issue) was constructed on the 
“* Glascrete ” method by Messrs. J. A. King 
and Co., Ltd., 181, Queen Victoria - street, 
E.C.4. 


New Timber Floor Design 
Mr. J. R. M. Poole, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.1, 


\ chief Architect, Timber Development Asso- 


ciation Ltd., has written.a paper entitled 
“‘ Timber Suspended Ground Floors: A New 
Design for Housing.” The paper has been 
issued by the Association and copies may 
be obtained from 21, College Hill, London, 
E.C.4. 


| The Melchett Medal, 1952 


e The council of the Institute of Fuel have 
awarded the Melchett Medal for 1952 to 
Professor D. T. A. Townend, Director- 
General of the British Coal Utilisation Re- 
search Association, in recognition of his 


S. outstanding contributions to the ‘science of 


combustion, particularly in the field of 
higher hydrocarbons. 


Gosforth Old People’s Flats 


More than 150 applications have been 
receivéd by the Gosforth Urban Council 
(Northumberland) for the £2 10s.-a-week 
flats designed for elderly people who wish 
to vacate larger houses. The flats contain 
a dining-room, living-room, two bedrooms 
and a kitchen, and are expected to be 
finished in about three months. The need 
for a second block has been provisionally 
agreed on. 


United Nations Housing Survey 


A survey of the physical aspects of com- 
munity facilities and services in large-scale 
housing developments is the main topic dealt 
with in “ Housing and Town and Country 
Planning Bulletin No. 5,” the latest edition 
of a periodical prepared by the Housing and 
Town and Country Planning Section of the 
United’ Nations Department of Social 
Affairs. As an additional article the current 
bulletin contains a study, supplemented by 
bibliographical data, of housing and plan- 
ning developments in the U.S.S.R. 


J.W.E.F. Annual Meeting 


AT the anmual general meeting of the 
Joinery and Woodwork Employers’ Federa- 
tion, which took place in London recently, 
Mr. E. W. T. King, A.I.0.B.,- of E. W. King 
and Son (Newport), Ltd., was re-elected chair- 
man; Mr. H. J. E. Ripper, J.P. (Rippers, 
Ltd.) and Mr. Tom M. Scotney (Tom M. 
Scotney, Ltd.) were re-elected vice-chairmen; 
and Mr. M. van Westerborg (Jayanbee 
Joinery, Ltd.) hon. treasurer. The following 
members were re-elected to the executive 
committee: W. E. Adams, J.P., F.C.LS., John 
Sadd and Sons, Ltd.; James B. Austin, J.P., 
Austins of East Ham, Ltd.; E. A. Busby, 
Fleetwood Jones and Co., Ltd.; K. G. Cook, 
Papworth Industries; John Duxbury, Magnet 
Joinery, Ltd.; C. Jamieson Harvey, J. Thorn 
and Co., Ltd.; C. W. T. Pechin, Pochins 
(Manchester), Ltd.; and B. Pratten, F. Pratten 
and Co., Ltd. / 
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‘BUILDING SAFETY 

Proposal to Amend Regulation 87 

THE Minister of Labour and National 
Service is proposing to make special Regu- 
lations to amend Regulation 87 of the Build- 
ing (Safety, Health and Welfare) Regulations, 
1948, which deals with the use of certain 
mechanically propelled vehicles and mechani- 
cally drawn trailer vehicles on a building 
site. In February, 1951, the Minister pub- 
lished Draft Regulations entitled “The 
Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) 
(Amendment) Regulations, 1951” for the 
purpose of substituting a revised version of 
Regulation 87. It had been found that the 
requirement of the Regulation as to loading 
beyond a specified safe load could not be 
satisfactorily applied in practice and might 
lead to danger rather than to safety. The 
Minister, therefore, proposed to delete that 
requirement. _ He also proposed to amend 
the wording of the requirement that the 
vehicle should not be so loaded as to inter- 
fere with the safe driving or operation of the 
vehicle, to make it clear that this relates to 
the extent as well as to the manner of load- 
ing. In addition he proposed to amend the 
phrase “ owned, hired and operated under 
the control of or used by” which had been 
criticised as obscure. 

Representations have since been made to 
the Minister that the opportunity should 
also be taken of making some other drafting 
amendments in Regulation 87. The Minister 
is advised that these representations should be 
accepted. A revised version of the proposed 
Regulation 87 has been prepared and the 
Minister is publishing in the London and 
Edinburgh Gazettes a notice that he has with- 
drawn the Draft Regulations published in 
February, 1951, and that he proposes, under 
the Factories Act, 1937, to- make special 
Regulations to be entitled “The Building 
(Safety, Health and Welfare) (Amendment) 
which would substitute 
this revised version of Regulation 87 in the 
Regulations of 1948. Copies of the Draft 
Regulations may be obtained from H.M. 
‘Stationery Offices or through any bookseller. 
Any objection, whether or not an objection 
was lodged to the Draft Regulations of 
February, 1951, must be sent to the Minister 
in writing on or before June 23, 1952. Objec- 
tions may be addressed to the Secretary, 
Ministry’ ef Labour and National Service, 
‘8, St. James’s-square, London, S.W.1. 


BASA Rowing Activities 

The Building Apprentices’ and Students’ 
Association Rowing Club have been having 
a successful season. They have recently 


_ won the junior eights at Barnes Regatta,- 


beating Furnival and Thames Tradesmen in 
heat 1 and London in the final. On May 
17 they won the junior eights at Thames 
Ditton Regatta, where they beat University 
College and Hospital in heat 1, Barnes and 
District in the next round, St. Paul’s School 
in the semi-final and Thames Rowing Club 
by three-quarters of a length in the final. 
In this last race BASA put up the fastest 
time of the day. The crew, who deserve 
very hearty congratulations, were J. Wood- 
ward, carpenter; C. J. Young, plumber; L. 
Fairman, bricklayer; K. Powney, carpenter; 
D. Ridgewell, plumber; F. Davies, carpenter; 
D. Wilson, engineer; R. Dearn, bricklayer. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


tar. F, A. E. BEAUMONT, B.Eng., A.M.1.C.E., managing 
director of W. Ames, Ltd., Great Yarmouth, has left 
England for a few weeks business tour of Canada to 
study methods of construction and organisation. Toronto, 
Montreal and Vancouver are among the places he will 
visit. 


THE BUILDER 


WORKING RULE AMENDMENTS 
Wages for Watchmen 


"THE National Joint Council for the 

Building Industry has considered an 
increase in the wage rates of watchmen and 
has adopted the following amended wording 
of provision 1 (f) of National Working 
Rule 1:— 

“Watchmen: The normal provisions of 
National Working Rules 2 to 6 inclusive 
do not apply to watchmen. Their remunera- 
tion shall be at a rate per shift (day or 
night), determined annually at the statutory 
meeting in accordance with the average of 
monthly retail prices figures published in 
the antecedent twelve months and the 
general principles of Rule 11 (b), upon the 
following basis :— 

“Index range, 97 to 100 points—rate per 
shift, 16s. (London and Liverpool), 14s. 9d. 
(provincial); index range, 100 to 103 points 
—rate per shift, 16s. 3d. (London and Liver- 
pool), 15s. (provincial), and so on, with 3d. 
per shift difference for each range of three 
points. 

“The daytime shift shall be the normal 
period of day working hours for the job 
or shop. The night shift shall be the period 
between normal finishing time on the job 
or in the shop and starting time next morn- 
ing. Where week-end watching is required, 
a relief watchman shall be employed from 
the time men cease work on Saturday until 
6 p.m. (for which he shall be paid half- 
shift), and on Sunday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
for which one full shift shall be paid. 
Where overtime is necessary to be worked 
on a Saturday, mutually agreed arrange- 
ments shall be made.” : 

This amended rule comes into effect on 
June 2. 

The annual review of wage rates by the 
N.J.C. in January last disclosed that the 
average of the cost-of-living figures for the 
antecedent 12 months was 1,233/12 points. 
In applying the new principles of the 
amended N.W. Rule 1 (f), this average 
figure corresponds to the following rates 
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of remuneration for watchmen :—London 
and Liverpool, 18s. per shift, day or night; 
provinces, 16s. 9d. These increased rates 
will apply on and from June 2. 


Extra Penny for Wood Treatment 
Operatives 

From June 2, operatives engaged in the 
preservative treatment of timber will be 
entitled to an extra penny per hour. The 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry has adopted the following addition 
to National Working Rule 3 (A):—‘‘ Men, 
when engaged in handling wood that is wet 
from treatment in creosote or any similar 
form of wood preservative—id. per hour.” 


TRADE NEWS 


Firm’s New Premises 


Midland Asphaltic Roofings have trans- 
ferred to new premises at 109-111, Albert- 
road, Steckford, Birmingham, 9. Their 
telephone number remains Steckford 3539, 
and their stores now at Little Bromwich 
Brickworks, Bordesley-green, have also been 
transferred to their Albert-road premises. 


Floor-Planing Machine Bi 


The introduction of an improved type of 
floor-planing machine is announced by 
Nufloor, Ltd., 34-36, Lauriston-road, E.9. 
Powered by a 14 h.p. motor, the cutter 
block carries a pair of 8-in. high-speed steel 
knives cutting at 4,200 cuts per minute. The 
cutter block is controlled by a hand lever 
actuating the rétractable undercarriage. 


Perspective Drawing Instrument 


The Meredith perspective projector was 
shown by J. Halden and Co., Ltd, 8, 
Albert-square, Manchester, at the recent 
Building Trades Exhibition held in Man- 
chester. This projector affords a method of 
constructing photographically perspective 
drawings of buildings, machinery, stage 
and film sets, and landscapes. The principle 
employed demonstrates the theory and prac- 
tice of perspective drawing. 


New 10/12-cwt. Van 


Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., Luton, Bedford- 
shire, have announced. the production of a 
new Bedford 10/12-cwt van. Though 16 in. 
shorter than the van it supersedes, this new 
Bedford is claimed to be more powerful, 
more economical, easier to manceuvre and 
to provide 18 ‘per cent. greater body space. 
Designed throughout as a van and not as 
a converted’ passenger car, the new Bedford 
has semi-forward: control, sliding doors at 
each side, an all-steel body, a turning circle 
of only 33 ft., and an entirely new engine. 


Metal Windows 


Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., 17 and 18, 
Berners-street, W.1, have produced a com- 
prehensive bound catalogue on metal 
windows, for drawing office use. It contains 
specifications, sections and much useful 
information on design, fixing and glazing. 
Half full-size details are given of the windows 
used iri some Hertfordshire schools, the Peter 
Jones premises in London, and many other 
buildings. Hope’s metal windows are manu- 
factured in both medium and heavy sections, 
differing only in weight and strength, and a 
complete series of sub-frames has been 
developed which are suitable for any of their 
windows.- A specially trained staff is avail- 
able to ensure the correct setting and glazing 
of the windows. 








828 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


Contracts in Progress 


Brazil: Shortage of dollars is compelling 
Brazil to seek building equipment in Europe. 
Evidence of this is the recent prohibition of 
the buying of a U.S. rolling staircase for the 
S. Paulo Municipality. This must now be 
bought in Europe. Another interesting 
factor is the help being sought from Euro- 
pean manufacturers in the setting up of plant 
for farm and road building machinery, ship- 
yards, chemical and electrical industries. 
British builders and suppliers should contact 
the Brazil authorities in London ‘to obtain 
information regarding this official buying 
policy. £2,800,000 worth of materials is to 
be imported for a hydro scheme. 

Canada: A Swiss cement factory is to be 
established in Canada. Companies behind 
the venture are the Holderbank Financiers, 
the Elektro- Watt, and Indelec companies. 
Foundation capital will be 3,000,000 
Canadian dollars. The companies are in the 
process of appointing an architect to design 
the plant. Building materials will be pur- 
chased in various markets. 

Finland: In view of fuel difficulties the 
municipal authorities of Kauhajoik in Fin- 
land are considering the erection of a modern 
power station which will use peat as fuel 
instead of coke or coal. British power 
Stations are being studied for design. HK is 
possible that builders here will be asked to 
tender for a large-scale construction job. 

France: 600 dwellings are soon to be built 
at Noisy-le-Sec to the east of Paris by Messrs. 
Bodecher, Heulot, Genermont and Thibault. 
A similar housing scheme to be carried 
through at Nanterre- Vieux Pont has been 
designed by the French architect, M. 
Hummel. 

French Guinea: Surveys are being carried 
out in French Guinea to ascertain the best 
site for the construction of an aluminium 
production factory. Further building work 
will also have to be undertaken in order to 
supply power for working bauxite mines in 
the area, and to this end the “ Societe Energie 
Electrique de Guinee ” is planning to harness 
electricity from the Konkoure Falls nearby. 
Blueprints are being drawn up at present 
and once the design has been approved 
tenders will probably go out to European 
constructional engineers and builders. 

Israel: Swiss asbestos- cement manufac- 
turer is to open a factory in Israel. The site 
is north of Nahariya between the shore and 
the railway line. Estimated cpst of this 
plant is 3,000,000 dollars (U.S. money). The 
plant will comprise factory buildings, ware- 
houses, metal and woodworking shops, 
laboratories, offices and restaurants. 

Northern Rhodesia: British consulting 
engineers in Northern Rhodesia are investi- 
gating the possibility of setting up large iron 
works in the Lusaka region where large 
deposits of iron ore are mined. British 
finance will probably support the scheme and 
building concerns here will be asked to tender 
for the work. 

Saudi- Arabia: A 3,000,000 dollar oil 
unloading terminal and bulk storage plant 
is to be constructed in Saudi-Arabia near 
the town of Jedda. Two British firms have 
contracts for the building of electrical works 
at Mecca and Dammam at a cost of about 
£400,000. 

South Africa: Plans for the building of a 
nitric acid factory at Modderfontein, near 
Johannesburg, South Africa, have now been 
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finalised by South African Explosive and 
Chemical Industry, Ltd., a sister company 
of LC.I. The contract for the work has 
been given to the Werkspoor Engineering 
Works in Holland who are to deal with all 
arrangements regarding sub-contracting and 
buying of materials. 

South Africa: In connection with new 
building work proposed in South Africa 
announced in our issue of May 23 (page 
791), the address from which information on 
this work can be obtained should have read 
Board of Trade (South African Section), 
Commercial Relations, Millbank, S.W.1. 


‘GUILD OF SURVEYORS 
Annual General Meeting 


IN THESE DAYS when professional men are 
concerned with national recovery it is a 
reassuring sign that the Guild system should 
take a prominent place in affairs, said Pro- 
FESSOR A, E. RICHARDSON, R.:A., president of 
the Guild of Surveyors, in a message sent 
to members of the Guild when, owing to 
ill-health, he was unable to attend their 
recent annual general meeting. Mr. GORDON 
TOMALIN, M.I.Struct.E., was in the chair. 

The Guild of Surveyors, the message con- 
tinued, had an undoubted part to play in the 
great system of reorganisation which was 
now taking place from one end of England 
to the other. Its task was one of co-ordina- 
tion, for the profession of surveyor covered 
a very wide field and fitted in with so many 
other walks of life. The implications of great 
cities demanded new responsibilities from all 
the professions. There was need for adjust- 
ment and balance, for the exercise of wisdom 
and restraint. The very economies. which 
faced professional activities could be used to 
advantage. It was realised to-day that the 
kindred professions were essential the one to 
the other, for no individual could stand 
entirely alone, and unity was indeed strength. 


AUSTRALIAN BUILDER’S VISIT 
N.F.B.T.E. Approve Affiliation 


Mr. THOMAS W. Morris, of Murrum- 
beena, senior vice-president of the Victoria 
(Australia) Master Builders’ Association, who 
is now on a visit to Great Britain, attended 
a meeting of the ‘council of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
in London on May 20. ,During the meeting 
Mr. Morris heard the council approve the 
affiliation of the Victoria Master Builders’ 
Association to the National Federation. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
War Memorial Houses 


THe Royat ARTILLERY War Memorial 
programme of 164 houses was almost com- 
pleted when 10 houses were opened at Tanna- 
drive, Mosspark, Glasgow, recently. The 
only houses not yet finished are the Edin- 
burgh group, and it is hoped that they will 
be ready for opening in @ctober. The 
Douglas Haig War Memorial Homes have 
built the houses, to which the R.A. War 
Memorial Fund contributed £290,000. One 
of the houses at Mosspark was given by 
the congregation of the parish church. 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SiR WILFRED Linp- 
SELL, Colonel Commandant, Royal Artil- 
lery, and chairman of the war memorial 
committee, who performed the opening 
ceremony, said it had been the unanimous 
wish of the regiment that the memorial 
should take the eminently practical form 
of houses for the disabled and widows. 
These had been built mainly in groups of 
10 or 12 in the main towns throughout the 
United Kingdom. 


Church Building Delay 


DEEP CONCERN at the delay in the church 
building programme was expressed recently 
at the general assembly of the Church of 
Scotland when it was pointed out that while 
there had been a 25 per cent., increase in 
housing in Scotland for the first three months 
of this year, church building had declined 
to its lowest point for five years. 

The Very Rev. Dr. Charles L. Warr, in 
his urgent call for more churches in the 
new housing areas, criticised the Secretary 
of State’s “tepid benevolence ” and referred 
to the frustrating. problem of building per- 
mits which had brought their programme 
almost to a standstill. 


Contemporary Furniture 


A .DEPARTMENT especially for contem- 
porary furniture is displayed in a series of 
“rooms” at Lewis’s Polytechnie, Glasgow. 
This enables the furniture to be seen in its 
functional « setting, with a modern carpet, 
fabrics and ornaments. The furnishings 
are mainly British, the rest being Scandina- 
vian. The furniture and colour schemes 
will be changed about once a fortnight. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation has plans in hand for a 
public school at Auchnagath, for which.the archi- 
tect is Alexander Gardner (F.), Council Offices, 
Broad-st., Aberdeen. 

Glasgow. —Plans prepared by their own staff of 
architects for a scheme of 44 houses which are to 
be erected A Sinshill by MacTaggart and Mickle, 
Ltd., Blythsw Glasgow. 

Glasgow. gets ees are to be prepared for new 
buildings, etc., for MacFarlane, Lang Ltd., 
at The Victoria Biscuit Works, Clydeford-dr.., 
Maulkinfauld-rd., Tollcress. The architects are 
same Monro & Sons (A.), 307, West George-st., 


asgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new buildings to b« 
erected at Rigby-st., Shettleston-rd., for which 
the architects are Sir William Arrol & Co., Ltd.. 
Dunn-st., Bridgeton Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of the Oorporation 
Cleansing Department Architects, 33, Stockwell-st., 
for new garage building which is to be erected at 
Baltic-la., Dalmarnock. 

Lanarkshire. —Plans to be prepared for The Glas- 
gow Chemical Co., Ltd., for alterations and addi- 
tions at Millerfiteld- -rd., Springfield, New Dalmar- 
nock, for which the architects are one & 
Thomson (A.), 216, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Newmills.—Lanarkshire C.C. is to erect a new 
Catholic school for which the architects are Wilson, 
[Sa fgg and Wilson (F.), 9, Calder-st., Motherwell- 

is! 

Stirlingshire.—Plans have been prepared for new 
extension to ae bus garage at Kirkintilloch, = 
to cost £18 by David Lawson & Co., Ltd, 
Milton. rd., airkin illoch. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS ~ 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at. the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 


end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 
BUILDING 
JUNE 2, 


*tPlymouth T.C.—(a) 36 flats at West Hoe-rd., 
Millbay ; (b) 24 flats (Block L) at Cecil-st., Stone- 
house; (c) 24 flats (Block O) at King-st., Stone- 
house; (d) 24 flats (Block P) at King-st., Stone- 
house ; 24 flats (Block N) at Stoke-rd., Stonehouse. 
City A., Seymour-rd. es _ 3s. each scheme, 

UNE 

*tBirmingham_ T.C ac sisahedee dwellings at 
Swinford-rd., Selly Oak, contract No. 203; 12 single- 
storey dwellings at Houldey- td., West Heath, con- 
tract No. 255; 26 two-storey dwellings at Fairfax-rd., 
West Heath. City E. & S., Civic Centre. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. 


JUNE 5. - 

*tisle of Ely C.C.—(a) Conversion 44, St. Mary’s- 

st., Ely; also (b) installation of electric passenger 

lift. County A., March. Dep.°£2 2s. Tenders by 
(a) July 5 and (b) June 28. 


JUNE 7. 
*tCardiff C.C.—New county primary school at 
Fairwater No. 5, Cardiff. S. Tapper Jones,’ T.C., 
City Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 


*tRowley Regis B.C.—86 houses at Cox’s Farm 


estate, City-rd., Tividale. B.E. & S., Municipal- 
bldgs., Old- hill. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by June 23. 
JUNE 9. 


t+Atherton U.D.C.—Erection of 16 dwellings on the 
Hags Fold estate. J. C. Prestwich & Sons, M.A. 
(F. & A.), Bradshawgate-chbis., Leigh, Lancashire. 
Dep. £2 2s. ‘ 

*+East Suffolk C.C.—1 pair of semi-detached police 
houses in Wadgate-rd., Felixstowe. County A., 
County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—100 houses at Magdalen 
College estate, Gorleston. B.E., Town Hall. 

*+Greenwich B.C.—Conversion into 10 shops of base- 
ments and erouad floors of 211-229, Charlton-rd., 
Bye B.E. & S , Town Hall, Greenwich High-rd., 
8 10. 

t+tHarpenden U.D.C.—36 flats at Batford estate. 
C.. Harpenden Hall, Harpenden. Dep. £1 1s. 

Luton B.C.—Erection of a qmetny on in 
Hitchin-rd B.E.. Town Hall. Dep. 

——— T.C.—132 houses, Peigit Park, City 
A. Dep. £3 3s 

JUNE 10. 

*Bridgwater T.C.—Public conveniences at Taunton- 
rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Northamptonshire C.C.—Interna! alterations to 
Loddington Hall near Kettering to provide a special 
school. County A., County Hall. 

*Thurrock U.D.C.—22 houses at Stifford Clays 
estate. E. & ae Council Offices, Palmer’s-ave., 
Grays. -Dep. £2 2s. 

"JUNE 11. 

*tNorfolk E.C.—Two classrooms, kitchen, ete., at 

Buxton County Prim. Sch. Chief Ed. Officer. 
JUNE 12, 

*+Swansea C.B.—Erection of extension to existing 

dining-room -s —— at ee 4 es etre” 


School. H. Wykes, F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T 
F.RSan.L, bas A... ‘Gcitdhail ‘er ansea, Dep. oo 
JUNE 13. 


Egham U.D.C.—Erection of 50 houses on the 
Thorpe-rd. estate. E. S., Fire Station-bldgs.,, 
High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 16. 

*Barnes T.C.—ConStruction of garages at Coun- 
cil’s depots, B.E. & S8., Municipal Offices. 

“Carlton U.D.C.—Erection and completion of 28 
houses at Foxhill-rd. (the first portion of a scheme 
for 140 houses). E. & §., Council4ise.. Burton-rd. 
Dep. £2 28. 

*Canterbury C.C.—82 houses at London-rd. housing 
site. L. Hugh Wilson, City A., Municipal-bldgs., 
Dane John. Dep. 2s. 

Norwich T.C.—Erection of 144 dwellings at North 
ese > estate. City A., City Hall, Norwich. 

e 

ttsinpabesd T.C.—31 houses on Camp. Hill estate. 

BS., Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 17. 

Droitwich R.D.C.—Erection of 18 houses at Wych- 
bold, nr. Bromsgrove. S., Ombersley-st., Droitwich. 
Dep, £1 1s. 

*Tonbridge U.D.C.—Erection of two shops and 
living accommodation on (1) Trench Wvod estate, 
(2) Brook-st. estate. E. & S., Tonbridge Castle. 
Dep. £1 1s. 
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JUNE 18, 

Strood R.D.C.—Erection of 22 houses at Longfield 
rd. estate, Meopham. E. & §S., Daag Offices, 
Frindsbury*Hill, Strood.. Dep. £5 

JUNE 20. 

“Barnes T.C.—Six single-person flats at Limes-ave. 
and six at Rosemary-la., Lower Richmond-rd. B.2z. 
& &., Municipe Offices, S.W.14. 

*Barnes T.C.—19 flats and 5 shops at Mortlake 
High-st. B.E. & S., Municipal Offices, S.W.14. 
*Bexley B. C.—Erection of 14 old people's bunga- 
lows at Hale ot No. 2 estate. B.E. &S est Lodge, 
Broadway, Bexleyheath. Dep. £3 3s. 

Sunderiand B.€.—(a) Supply and fixing of shop- 


fronts (including hardware), (b) supply and laying 


of composition or magnesite flooring for shops 
iy flats at Hylton-la, Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. 
S. 


JUNE 21. 

*Stretford B.C.—Reinforced concrete stairs, bal- 
conies, etc., to flats, Stretford-rd. A. H. Perry, BS. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Widnes B.C.—Erection of 14 bungalows at High- 

field-rd. H. Neville (A.), Boro’ A., Brendan House, 
Widnes-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 23, 

*Barnsley C.B,—106 houses at Yew’s Farm estate, 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Haslingden Boro.—38 houses, 
J. Mason, B.E. & S. De 2 2s. 

*Mitcham T.C.—Report centre at Mitcham Court. 

.E. & S., Town Hall, 

New Sarum City C.—Construction of 36 traditional 
houses at Bernerton Heath estate, Salisbury. City 
E., Council- House, Bourne Hill, Salisbury. Dep. 

3. 


Broadway estate. 


JUNE 24, 

*Barrow-in-Furness B.C.—135 houses on the Orms- 
gill housing estate extension. B.E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. 

*Grimsby B.C.—In connection with erection of 
Western Prim. Inf. Sch. at Broadway, Littlecoates, 
(a) general building contract, (b) heating and hot- 
water rg gre (c) electrical installation. J. V. 
Oldfield, & ce Municipal Offices, Town Hall- 
square. aon £5. 

*Woodstock B.C.—12 flats, 11 houses and four old 
Roopler a dwellings in Rectory-la. H. W. Smith & 
yy A.R.I.B.A., 29, George-st., Oxford. Dep. 


JUNE 25. 
*Camberwell B.C.—21 houses, 3 flats and 6 shops 
at site No, 51 (Eiasberiey- ave. /Evelina- rd). Te. 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2 
*Heston —. Isleworth T.C.—16 flats at Ivy- vd., 


Hounslow. B.E. & S., 88, Lampton-rd. Dep. £3 3 
*Redcar T.C.—Two blocks of 4 shops Ae’ 
maisonettes at Dales estate. B.E., Municipal-bldgs. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
JUNE 27. 
*Chertsey U.D.C.—32 houses, Spinney Hill estate. 
E. & S. Dep. £1 1s. 
JUNE 30. 


Litherland U.D.C.—Erection of % flats at Linacre- 
td. Quiggin and Gee, arehitects, Fy bldgs., 11, 
Old Hall-st., Liverpool. 3. Dep. 

*Stratford R.D.C.—30 Pinon 
Burdge, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 


¥ Redvers: R. 


JULY 2. 
*Guildforgd R.D.C.—Six bungalows. Old Quarry 
yaya Hurtmore. J. W. Wilton, E. & S._ Dep. 
£2 2s 


*Guildford R.D.C.—Erection of 8 flats, 20 houses 
and 6 garages, together with ancillary works. E. & 
S., Millmead-hse. Dep. £6 


DOHM . of; 
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JULY 3. 

Cheimsferd B.C.—Demolition of existing foot 
bridge over the River Can and erection of new r.c. 
bridge. B.E. & S., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 30, 

Ceylon Government.—Design and construction of 
bridge over KelAni river, Colombo. Crown Agents 
fer the Colonies, 4, Millbank, S8.W.1 

NO DATE. 

_*tArundet B.C.—12 dwellings at Canada-rd. exten- 
sion housing scheme. T. Greenfield, F.R.I.B.A., 
** Newstead,” Midhurst. Dep. £1 1s. 

Shrewsbury B.C.—Erection of houses on Meadows 
estate. Contract No. VII—95 houses. Contract 
No. VIII—70 houses. F. R. Dinzis, A.MIC.E., 


BS., Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s 
*Westmoriand C.C.—Kirby Stephen Sec. for 
450 pupils. R. H. Crompton, A. B. I.B.A., A- Mo t PL, 


County A., Kendal. Dep. £2 2s 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 7. 

*tEssex €.C.—Internal renovations at Chingford 
vorre. Avenue Sec. Sch H, Connolly, 
F.R.1.B.A., County A., County Hall, Chelmsford. 

*tEssex C€.C.—Internal separate and repairs at 
(a) Braintree sec. mod. sch. and (b) Witham sec. 
mod. sch. County A., County “Hall, Chelmsford. 


JUNE 10, 

*Southport C.B.—External painting of 260 houses. 
Boro’ A. & Town Planning Officer, 91-106. Lord-st. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

JUNE 11, 

*Wandsworth M.B.—Chain-link fencing on borough 

war-damaged sites. Boro’ E., Municipal-bldgs. 


JUNE 14, 
Wigston U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
JUNE 16. 
*Kingston-upon-Thames T.C.—Internal redecora- 
tion of various properties. B.S. Dep. £4 4s. 


*Leyton B.C. noes ballroom at the Town 
Hall.~ B.E. & S. Dep. £2 


JUNE 24. 
*Birmingham City C.—Electrical installations at 
Quinton-rd. West police gy 32. City E. &&., 
Council House, 1. Dep. £2 2: 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 7. 
*tisle of Ely €.C.—Surfacing playground, Here- 
ward Sch., March. County A., March. Dep, £2 2s. 
Tenders by June 30 


JUNE 9. 

Brierley Hill U.D.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers on Upper Bromley housing site. E. & 8., 
Hawbush House, Brettell-la. Dep. £2 2s 

Cowes U.D.C.—Reconstruction of Egypt- hill. £E. 
& 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Longdendale U.D.C.—Excavation and laying of 
approx. 800 yds. of water pipes in connection with 
the Hattersley water re cs . & &., Council 
Offices, 4, Broadbottom-7 Mottram-in- -Longden- 
dale, nr. Manchester. 

Northwich U.D.C.—Construction of the final road- 
works on the Leftwich Old Hall housing estate. E. 
& &., The Council House.. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 10. 

*Bristol E.C.—Relaying and resurfacing of school. 
playgrounds. Chief Education Officer, Council 
House, College-green. 

JUNE 11, 

Surbiton B.C.—Resurfacing classified and district 

roads. B.E. & S., Council “Offices, Ewell-rd. 


JUNE 12. 


Dunstable B.C.—Surfacing district roads. B.E., 
Council Offices. 
JUNE 14, 
Dewsbury B.C.— Resurfacing of roads. B.E., 


Municipal-bldgs., Halifax-rd. 

Eastleigh B.C.—Resurfacing of 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

Heywood B.C.—Hot rolled asphalt surfacing on 
existing setts on route A.58 and route A.6046. B.E. 

& S., Municipal-bidgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

St. Albans R.D.C.—Roads and sewers on the Red- 
bourn II housing estate. a 43, Upper Lattimore- 
rd., St. Albans. Dep. £2 2s 

Waltham Holy Cross U. 'D.6.—Roads and sewers 
on the Butlers-dr., Sewardstone housing site. S., 
Town Hall. 


Chestnut-ave. 


JUNE 19. 
*Edmonton B.C.—Resurfacing of playgrounds and 
paths at Latymer Sch. and playgrounds at Montagu- 
rd. Sch. Architect, Town Hall. 
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JUNE 2. 
*Ploughley. R.D.C.—Connections to sewer at 26 
houses, Breneie. and 42 houses at Banbury-rd. 
J. . Martin, E. & 8. Dep. £1. 

Sutton and Cheam B.C.—Private street works, 
Northey-ave., from Sandy-la. to borough boundary. 
B.E. & §., Municipal Offices, High-st., Sutton. 
Dep, £2. 4 

JUNE 21, 
ipswich C.B.—Roads and sewers on the Chantry 


housing =, B.E. & 8., 19, Tower-st., Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s 
JUNE 23. 
Finchley B.C.—Resurfacing high road, N.12, in 


two-course rolled asphalt. B.E. & x 294-296, 
Regent’s Park-rd. Dep. £2. 
JULY 7, 

“Cuckfield R.D.C.—Site preparation works at 
Hurstpierpoint housing site. E. & 8., Rural Council 
Offices, Boltro-rd., Haywards Heath. Dep. £2 2s. 

Middlesbrough ©.B.—Middle Beck sewer. B.E., 
Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £5 5s. 


Northamptonshire C.C.—Construction of footbridge ' 


at Roade railway bridge. County 8., County Offices, 
Guildhall-rd. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—FLATs AND MAisoneTTEs.—The develop- 
ment of the fourth part of L.C.C.’s Patmore estate 
has been planned by de Metz & Birks, FF.R.I.B.A 
2, Ludgate-hill, E.C.4, and the scheme comprises 156 
flats and 54 maisonettes. The est. total cost is 
£529,695. 

Chelsea.—FLats.—Housing Comm. have recom- 
mended the erection of flats, together with a number 
of artists’ and sculptors’ studios, for the future 
development of the site in Dovehouse-st. 

Deptford.—F.iats anp SnHops.—A revised scheme 
soageaied AA the L.C.C. by Bridgewater & Shepheard, 
F. & A.R.I.B.A., 42, Bruton-pl., W.1, for the Grove- 
st. sites aa extension prevides for the erection of 
314 flats, 9 eee. 145 tenants’ storage sheds and 
garages, etc. The est. total cost is £735,850, 

East Mailing.—Hovuses.—Malling R.D.C. has 
received approval to the erection of 146 houses on 
the Clare Park estate. 

Greenwich.—F.LAts.—Borough Engineer & Surveyor 
has prepared a scheme for the erection of 12 flats 
wy = Elliscombe-rd. housing site. 

nsington.—Dwe.Liincs.—A scheme has been pre- 

ee by the Architect to the L.C.C. for the develop- 

. ment of the Tor-gdns. site by the erection of 56 flats 

and maisonettes, garages, store sheds, etc. The est. 
cost is £131,800. 

Shoreditch.—F.ats.—In the event of the Com- 
pulsory Purchase Order being confirmed with regard 
to the Avebury-st. area, the Housing Comm. pro- 
pose to erect 40 flats on the site. 

Stoke Newington.—AcquisiTion oF Site.—L.0.C. 
Housing Comm. propose to acquire the properties 
consisting of a mental hospital and houses which 
adjoin the Woodberry Down estate as an extension 
of the estate. 

Wandsworth.—FLAts.—L.C.C, Heusing Comm. have 
approved proposals by Lawrence Gotch & Partners, 
F. & LL.R.I.B.A., 8, City-rd, Finsbury-sq., E.C.1, for 
the development of ‘the Fayland estate extension by 
the erection of a block of ten flats. The est. cost 
is £20,600. 

Wandsworth.—Demo.uition.—Further to their pro- 
posals for the development of the Princes-way and 
Wimbledon Park Side sites, the L.C.C. Housing 
Comm. now propose to demolish “ Ackroydon,” the 
existing Edwardian building on the site, and to 
erect a block of 18 flats on the site. 

Woolwich. — FLats AND Malsonettes, — Borough 
Engineer has submitted a layout plan providing 
for the erection of 10 flats and 10 maisonettes on 
the garden land of “The Wilderness,”’ Cantwell-rd., 
Plumstead. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Billingham-on-Tees.— U.D.C. Surveyor (Z..: Hd 
Shepherd) has prepared layout plans for 192 houses 
and eight shops on Section 6 of Roseberry-rd. 
housing estate. 

Bolton.—B.C. approved plans for extensions at 
Thornleigh College, off Sharples Park, for which 
architects are Greenhalgh & Williams, 9, Mawdsley- 
st., Bolton; extensions and reconstruction of pre- 
mises ‘at Burns-st., for Thistlethwaite & Co., Ltd.; 
alterations at “The Millstone Inn,” Crown-st., for 
Wm. Tong & Co., Ltd.; extensions for mt foundry 
at High-st., for Wm. Wadsworth & Sons, 

Brighouse.—B.C. approved plans for five penne at 
Smith House-la., for Lister, Brook & Co., Ltd. 
extensions to workshop at Brookfoot-la., for 3 
Marshall & .Sons, Ltd.—B.C. to negotiate further 
contracts with J. Jagger & Sons, Ltd., Bailliff 
Bridge, Brighouse, for houses. 

Burnley.—T.C. received approval for revised plans 
of alterations and extension to the abattoirs. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


REDUCTION IN LEAD 


The Ministry of Materials announces that on 
May 22, the price of imported soft pig lead was 
decreased from £131 No £129 per ton: delivered 
consumers’ works. 

Following this announcement of a reduction in 
the price of lead, the Associated Lead Manufac- 
turers Association revised the basic prices. of their 
lead products as follows:— 





To-day’s 
Basis Price 
Per Ton 
£64 
Genuine English Dry White Lead 
(1 x 8 cwi. cask) 163 5 0 
— A angeon English White Lead 
aixs5 cask) 183 0 0 
Gauies” celled English Red Lead 
(1 x 5 cwt. cask) 152 5 0 
Genuine English Powdered ‘Litharge 
(1 x 5 ewt. cask) 3.3 )'0 
Genuine refined English Red Lead 177 0 O 
Ground in oil (1 x 5 cwt. cask) 177 0 0 
English Sheet Lead (1 ton lots). . Ga 152 15 0 
English Lead Pipe (1 ton lots). . om ae. oO 
English Lead Shot (1 ton lots). . a 160 0 O 


ZINC DOWN BY £24 


The Ministry also announces that on May 22, 
the price of good ordinary brand zinc was decreased 
from £190 to £166 per ton delivered consumers’ 
works. Premiums for higher grades remain un- 
changed. 

In consequence of this reduction in the price of 
zinc, the basis prices of brass tubes are reduced by 
3d. per Ib, to 244d. per Ib. by the Brass and Copper 
Tube Association. The list prices of brass and 
aluminium brass condenser ferrules were also reduced 
by 3d. per Ib ‘ 

CHAIN LINK FENCING 


The Chain Link Fencing Association announces 
that in consequence of a reduction in the price of 
refined and electrolytic zinc, the current chain link 
fencing premiums were reduced by five points with 
effect from May 23. 











Bury.—E.C. seek approval. for two infant class- 
rooms and ancillary accommodation at Brandles- 
holme sch. in 1953/4 programme.—T.C, issued 
licences to W. & F. R y, Ltd., Bury, for six houses 
at Milbourne-rd.; Hillingdon Estates, Ltd., Man- 
chester, for six Lon at Sunny Bank estate; B. 
Loughlan, Stockport, for six houses at Sunny Bank 
estate. 

Carlisle.—Extensions for long stay medical unit 
and observation unit at City General Hospital, for 
Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd. 

Coventry.—Seek approval for erection of Herbert 
Art Gallery and useum. Ajrchitects: Albert 
Herbert & Son, 18, Friar-la., Leicester. 


Derbyshire.—E.C. propose adaptation of ‘ Castle 
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ill,” peewel - use as boarding-house a 
Lady Manners sch.; received approval from M 
for following sche. ‘Alfreton ; as 00) 5 
Bolsover sec. (£134,640); Chesterfield N jun. 
Eckington Gieadless inf. (£36,960) ; 
Frecheville sec. (£109,440); Frecheville jun. 
(£60,480) ; and Hackenthorpe jun. (£49,380). 
Easington (Durham).—R.D.C. is planning me 
erection of 196 eee Of these, 5 to be erected 
at Thornley will be constructed by contract, and 
the rest will be built under the Council’s direct 


labour scheme. R.D.C. 8. is R. Lumsden. 
Gosforth.—North-Eastern Electricity Bed.. 80, 
Jesmond-rd,, Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to _ erect 


another storey to premises in West-ave. and Back 
Ivy-rd. 


Halifax.—T.C. propose 100 “Airey” houses at 


Mixenden. 
Hexham.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd., 
* Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, ‘0- 


mg nurses’ training sch. and three flats at 
am General Hospital. Only the flats scheme wil! 
be proceeded with at present. 

Horden (Co. Durham).—It is proposed to erect 
medical centre at Horden Colliery and work will be- 
gin ag soon as licences are obtained. 

Lancaster.—Bury T.C. approved joint scheme 
with Burnley, Blackpool and Barrow T.C.s for 
adaptation of Wennington Hall as a residential sch. 
for maladjusted children. 

Leeds.—T.C. propose adaptation of ‘“‘ Leafield,” 


_ King-la., and adjoining property as maternity and 


child welfare centre. 


Liverpool.—T.C. DHrocpt plans for Chest Clinic 
at Sefton General Hos ca, Smithdown-rd., for 
Liverpool Reg. Hospital 

T.C. approved plans for: a keeatiling i addi- 
tions, 48/50, Parr-st., for Ridge Bros., Ltd. (archi- 
tect, "A. O. ‘Chatterley, 41, Water-st., Birming am) ; 
factory, Long-la., for Me Hg Goldei Foucard 
Sons, Ltd. (architect, R. H. Gallanaugh, Weston- 
super-Mare) ; additions Py 200, Scotland-rd., for 
Martins Bank, Ltd. (architect, A. Spence Atkinson, 
Martins Bank-bldgs., Water-st.). 

Market Drayton.—U.D.C. propose new bus station 
and car park at Towers Lawn. 

Newcastle.—Amenided plans by M. A. Mackenzie, 
1, Elden-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for a garage at the 
corner of Corporation-st. and Westgate-rd., New- 
castle, for J. Horsfal], have been approved. 

Newcastle.—M. A. Mackenzie, 1, Elden-sq., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, is architect for eight houses in 
=" Chase, Newcastle, for the City Housing 

om 

Newcastle.—Dryden and Shaw, Market-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, are architects for alterations to the 
Majestic Cinema, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations and adaptations 
are to be made to Hampeth Lodge, Benton, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, for the p purpose of a special school for 
children. ‘Architect, C. 8. Errington, 46, Grainger- 
st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—M. A. Mackenzie, 1, Eldon- 
sq., Newcastle, is architect for eight houses at 
Fenham Chase, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council received loan 
sanction at £381,552 for the erection of 252 flats in 
Slatyford-la. 

Nuneaton.—T.C. to prepare draft layout for two- 
storey flats and community buildings at The Circle. 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).—Development Corpn. has 
offered a, site to Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., 

“‘Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for a 
hospital of 300 beds capable of extension to 500 
beds. The offer has been accepted. 

Poulton-le-Fyide.—Managers of C.E. sch. propose 
erection of two additional classrooms. 

Redcar.—T.C. is to develop a new housing estate 
of 54 acres. Plans by the Borough Engineer, R. 


Sheffield.—Extensions to png A + nna Fulwood. 
Architect, Major G. G. Page, 

Sheffield.—E.C. approved in sahil plans for 
College of Commerce and Technology. Architects, 
Gollins, Melvin & Partners, 21, Russell-sq:, London, 

Est. cost for first stage of scheme, £250,000 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—Cordingley & McIntyre, 
The College, Durham, are architects for a proposed 
£15,000 church at South Stanley. No contract let. 

Stockport—B.C. propose new health clinic at 
Brinnington estate. 

Sunderland.—T.C. received loan sanction for 
£30,154 for erection of a community centre and 12 
houses on the Hill View estate; and £8,354 for four 
police houses at Pennywell and two at Red House.— 
: —r sory A awne a, perryrt 
ave prepa ans for restoring fire damage a 
Hendon Lodge da wmills, Moor-ter., and for convert- 
ing canteen into medical centre at Wearmouth 
Colliery. —Boro’ A. (H. ©. Bishop) has prepared 
plas for the E.C. for kitchen, canteen and scullery 

High Southwick prim. sch. 

ane. approved plans by L. H. Fewster & Partners, 
22, Conduit-st., London, W.1, for shopping centre 
on Pennywell estate.—The Sunderland Pattern & 
Woodworking Co., Ltd., Peacock-st., Sunderland, are 
to erect assembly stiop.—Boro’ A. has repared 
sketch plans for five shops and flats on Hylton Red 
House estate. No contracts let. 
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Whitehaven.—C.C. to commence work on College 
of Further Education in 1962. Est. cost, £377,600. 
Wigan.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. propose 
extensions to —_ Hospital, and the erection 
ot a three-bay ambulance stn. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance, 
§ Denotes accepted subjecs to modification. . 

‘ Demme accepted M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Battersea.—Works for B.C.:—Four flats at 116-118, 
Lavender-hill and four at 154-156, Lavender-hill: *H. 
Fairweather & Co., Ltd., St. James’ -la., Muswell 
Hill, N.W.10; four houses and one flat’ and one 
maisonette at Sisters-ave./Marjorie-grove site: 
*Works Dept., £13,933 

Brentford and Chiswick.—Erection of 14 dwellings, 


Ealing-rd., Brentford, for B.C. :— 

WwW. F. Davey & Co., Ltd., Hounslow .-- £26,069 
J. Lawson & Co., Ltd., Acton, .-. 25,810 
G. H. Wright, Litd., 25,228 
Geo, Moss & Sons, Ltd. Southall 24,440 
Wm. Lacey, Lid, Hounslow oe nas wee 24,505 
C. Pitt & Son, Lid .. 23,635 
General Housing Co., Vaing, “ws: «a. 03,073 
William & Pratt, Lid., Eastcote 22,802 


tEaland & Pierce Developments, Ltd., West- 
field House, Westfield-dr., Kenton ... 22,570 
Brighouse.—Houses for B.C.:—10 (contract =”. 
z (contract 30), and 12 (contract 31): . Lum 
Ltd., 30, Huddersfield-rd., Eg £13, oe 
‘ 3.917, and ‘£16,007 
Burnley.—Improvements to St. Mary Magdalene 
R.C. sch., E.C.: *Clegg Bros. (Burnley), Ltd., 
Stanley- st. -. Mills. 
Bury.—130 dwellings at Topping Fold estate, for 
T.C.: *Middleton.& Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., £181,420. 
Caterham and Warlingham.—Erection of 12 dwell- 
ings at Harrow-rd. site, for U.D.C.:— 
James Kimber, Ltd., Croydon . .. £20,238 
rom Construction Co. St. Mary Cray wwe 27,921 
Clifford, Ltd., 8.W 15,937 


R J. Clarke &: Go. “(Builders), "Ltd., 
Whyteleafe .... 

*Woodcock, Marshall & Co., “Ltd., “Westbourne 
Grove, i. 14,535 


eneter's comparable estimate, £15,850.) 
Clowne.—Houses for R.D.C.:—22 at Cresswell: 
*Cragg Building : King-st., Cresswell, £27,637 ; 22 
- Whitwell: *E. & 
, Beighton, 606-298. 


oe Valley.—30 houses and flats at Causeway 


site, Linthwaite, for U.D.C.: *Holroyd, Brook & 
Eaglands, LLtd., Old Bank Works, Slaithwaite, 
£38,738 

Dougins (isle of Man).—156 houses Ll Willaston, 
for T.0C.: *McCormick & Davies, £242, 
Dublin.—Building of the a al of the 
Southern Regional Sanatorium at Sarsfield Court, 
near. Glanmire, —— y Cork: *John Fish & Son, 
Ltd., Cork, £750,000 

Enfield.—102 flats, ‘seven maisonettes, seven shops, 
32 houses and 12 garages at Bullsmoor-la. housing 
(central area) site, for D.C.: *Townsend & 
Collins, Ltd., £210,986. ; 

Faringdon (Berks).—30 houses at Pits site, for 
R.D.C.: *F. H. Lister, £38,605 

Glasgow.—Erection of a scheme of houses at 
Annisland. Norman MacFadzen (F.), architect, 
137, West Regent-st., vege ot *John Lawrence 
(Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, WL.2. 
Glasgow.—Erection of temporary school at 
Morraine-ave., Blairdowrie, for the corporation. 
John MacNab (F.), architect, 129, Bath-st., Glas- 
gow: *L. K. MacKenzir & Partners, Lid., Glasgow, 
£11,743. 

Greenwich. ~ Erection of 12 flats at Elliscombe-rd. 
site, for 4 tag 

Halse & Sons, ... £29,250 


Fredk. Smith & “(Builders), Ltd. 28,674 
Brading & Partners... p 28,339 
Field- Davis, Ltd. * 

‘Walter Gladding & “Co., Ltd. 26,487 


Heston and Isleworth. —-Erection of 16 houses on 
land at junction of Vicarage Farm-rd. and Cranford- 
la. (Fenton’s Meadow) for B.C. : 


Roger Miller & Co., Ltd., Hounslow . ... £30,314 
Co-Partner Building Operatives, _ld., 
Sunbury eee | 28,39 
General Housing Co., Ltd, Ealing . 28,130 
Arthur Watson, Ltd., Hounslow 26,908 


{Building & Public Works Ene ice Co., 
Ltd., Swindon 
(Subject M.O. H. and 1.G. approval. ) 
Kendal.—78 houses at Hallgarth estate, for B.O.: 
*W. H. Ainsworth & Co., Mints Fleet-rd., Kendal. 
Lambeth.—Construction of Civilian War Memorial, 


‘or M.B.C, :-— 


Tender Tender 

“Aa? &Bm 

Recon- Port- 

structed land 

tone. Stone. 

Holliday & Greenwood, Lid., S.W.1 £3,466 £3.877 
Holloway Bros. (London), Lid., lata 3,355 4,116 
Dove Bros., Ltd., 3,232 3,688 


H. A. Tomlinson, Ltd., High- 
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Prestige & Co., Ltd., 3,224 3,729 
Holland & Hannen a8 Cubitia, Ltd., 

1 3,085 4,072 
Wa!ton Gooddy (Construction), Ltd., 

W.2 2,857 3,544 
F. & Hi. F. Higgs, ‘Ltd., ‘SE 2,675 3,19 
*Trollope & Cells, Ltd., wr Great 

Queen- “St., W.C2 2,594 2,846 


Tender “B” accepted, with omission of item, 
amounting to £227, for construction of stone piers 
at entrance to memorial garden. 

London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts :— 

Rosneath: Construction of timber jetty and 
dolphins, H. M. Murray & Co., 121, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow, C.2. 

ndon (Air -Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
or over for week ended May 24:— 

Building work: R. Durtnell & Sons, Ltd., Brasted, 
Kent; Comben & Wakeling, Ltd., Kenton, Middx. 
General maintenance work: Lewis & Watters, Ltd., 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire ; A. R. Rainey & 
Co., Weston- super-Mare; Hussey, Egan & Pickmere, 
Ltd. Pembroke. 

L.cC.C.—Erecting and equipping Woodberry Down 
comprehensive high sch, (Stoke Newington and 
Hackney North) :— 

Thomas & Edge, id, Mig he oak «+» £494,777 

J. Garrett & Son, Wandsworth 


M. J. Gleeson Ouintvactors). Ltd., Cheam 484,806 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon ... 484,791 
A. T. Rowley earring. Ltd., ‘Tottenham... 483,671 
are & Co., Westminster 483,220 

Rush & fompkins, wa. Sidcup 482,158 
Tersons, Ltd., E. 476,738 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid., Westminster... 470,530 
*Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth _ ... 430,901 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £447, 455. 
Repair of war damage and completion of exten- 
sion at Poplar technica] college :— 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., mension... ex a 
F. R. Hipperson & Sons, Ltd, E.C.2 


Fred-& T. Thorne, Ltd., Isle of Dogs _ ... O78 
Thomas Bates & Son, Lid., Harold Wood ..: 30,510 
Griggs & Son, Ltd.. Westminster 30,314 

& J. Deane, Ltd., Leyton ... 29,513 
t &, H. Rooff, Ltd., "Plaistow ... 29,427 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich . 29,103 


*H. C. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate ... 28,726 

Comparable estimate of private architects ‘re- 
sponsible for work is £30,600. 

Adaptations and supply of furniture and equip- 
ment at Ingleton House and 2, Rectory-grove, 
Clapham, for use as a children’s reception home 
and accommodation of child care reserve staff :— 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. £19,872 
R. Dixon & Sons, Fulham 19,500 
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William Blood, Ltd., Lambeth . 18,808 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Upper ‘Norwood | 18,539 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Balham ... 18,243 
Bernard Sunley & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 18,114 
Fredk. Smith & Co. (Builders), # 

Deptford ; - 17,49 
*Sloggetts (Contractors), Lid., Kensington |. 16,918 

Architect’s comparable estimate is £17,068. 

War damage repairs and improvements at Captain 
Marryat cty. prim. sch. (Fulham West)— 


Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd., Stepney . -—- 
> Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster... 38,509 

P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn .. ... 38,470 
F G. Minter, Ltd., Westminster | 38,405 


William Lacey (Hounslow), Ltd., Hounslow 37,984 


Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington .. on 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham . 
Marsha}! Andrew & Co., Ltd., Westminster sas 


Perrys (Ealing), Ltd., Ealing 36,267 
*A. W. Coles (Contractors), Lid., Kensington 36,211 
Comparable estimate of architects in private 
practice responsible for work is £36,820. 

Erection of Bishoo's Bridge-rd. cty, prim. sch. 
(Paddington South) :— s ah: 


Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... .-- £136,060 
Poster & Dicksee, Lid., St. pane ..- 135,100 

Kirk & Kirk, L td., Wandswort ... 133,420 
Trollope & Colls, go - . 129,832 
Wates, Lid., Norbas 129,780 
Thomas & Edge, Lid: Woolwich |. 129,524 
J. Garrett & Son, Lid., Wandsworth ... 129,200 
A. T. Rowley (London), *Ltd., Tottenham... 128,986 


C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 128,960 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Mouse 128,419 

M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Lid., North 
Cheam 127,542 
Walter aes & Son, Ltd. Finsbury 
2 ea 


Square, E. 127,127 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington =. 125,850 
*Allen Fairhead & Sons, Lid., Enfield .. 123,445 


Comparable estimate of firm of architecta’ in 
private practice responsible for work is £127,963. 

Erection of Putney Park-la. cty. sec. sch. (Wands 
worth, Putney) :— 


J. Garrett é Sons, Ltd., Wandsworth ... a 
William Moss & Sons, Lid., Cricklewood ... 58,669 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich... 58,600 


Gaze & Sons, sein Kingston-on- 


Thames 57,882 
Lavender, McMillan, “Ltd., Worcester Park 57,510 

P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn .. 67,200 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Litd., Croydon. ... 56,996 
Wates, Ltd., Wandsworth 56,100 
Sir Robert Mekiaine & Sons, ‘Ltd., _West- 

minster aed 55,994 
Rush & Tompkins, “Ltd., “Sidcup --- 52,285 
*Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth ; 50,777 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £53, 542. 


London (M.0.W.). cCenizatia laced b x 
for week ended May 1 . sos oa: 


London: Dudley Sal Sports-gdn., W.C.1, Inter- 
nal repairs and decorations, Goddard & Phillips, 
Ltd., 118a, Harrogate-rd.. N.W.5; Wanstead, Sub- 
Regional Commissioners’ Offices, Gilbert Ash, Ltd., 
2, Stanhope-gate, S.W.1. Cumberland : .P.O., 
Warwick- rd., Carlisle, Internal and external decora- 
tions, Reid Bros., 22, Bank-st. Carlisle. Essee: 
Timsons-la., Chelmsford, 31 houses and site works, 
Huttens (Builders), Ltd., Birch, Colchester. Hamp- 
shire: R.A.E., Farnborough, Extension to stores, 
Lavender NeMillan Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., 
Worcester Park; Oakbridge Farm, Basingsteke, 
170 “KM houses, John Laing & Son, Lid., Mill 
Hill, VW.7. Kent: “* Erskine Hall,” Vigo Village, 
nr. * Wrotham, Adaptations and repairs, W. J. 
Holland & Son, Ltd., Parrock-st., Gravesend. Mon- 
mouthshire: P.O., Griffithstown, Adaptations and 
decorations, Noel T. James, Ltd., Kelvedon-st. 
Works, Newport. Som. M/F Block E, Anglo Trad- 
ing estate, Shepton Mallet, Alterations and addi- 
tions, E. G. Wright & Sons, Ltd., 52, High-st., 
Glastonbury; R.0.F. Bridgwater, Re-erection of 
nitrating house, Turriff Construction Corporation, 
Lid., Adelaide-rd., Leamington a, arwi 
Surrey : Cheam, Sub-Regional Comm missioners’ office, 
Gilbert Ash, Ltd., 2, Stanhope-gate, S.W.1. Sussez : 
P.O. Engineers’ Garage, Northbrook-rd., Worthing, 
Adaptations, R. A. Gates, Ltd., 44, Brunswick-rd., 
Shoreham-by-Se: Telephone _ Repeater 
Station, Stanningley, Erection, Walter G. 
Birch (Harrogate), Lid., Harrogate. 


qLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts, placed by 
War Dept. for week ended May 1 


Northants: Miscellaneous, el & Shaw 
(Builders & Contractors), Ltd., Daventry. Yorks : 
Concrete work, The Russell Building & Contracting 
Co., Ltd., Manchester; Building work, Gibson Bros 
(Upton), Ltd., Upton; Painti & corating, 
Donald’ Humberstone & Co., Ltd., North Somer- 
cotes. Anglesey: Chain link fencing, Richards & 
Hewitt, Lid. Dorking. Shropshire: Miscellaneous, 
G. E. ‘Shepherd (Bui der), Hednesford. Warwick : 


Miscellaneous, T. Oliver (Builder), Lid., Worcester. 


- Gloucestershire : ices work, Espley & Co., Lid., 


Liscellaneous, F. Burley & 


Evesham. Devonshire: 
- Building work, oO H. 


Sons, Tavistock. Wilts : 
Coates, Ltd., Surbiton. Devonshire : Miscellaneous, 
W. Beer & Son, Easi-The-Water. Essex: Miscel- 
laneous, Cubitt & agg Ltd., Ipswich. Norfolk : 
Miscellaneous, Tooley & Young, Stalham. : 
Building work, W. J. Cearns, London, E.15. 
Building work, A. J. Daaniog & Sons Ow eeniil ). 
55 Weyhill. 

ongbenton.—70 houses at Fordley estate (Section 
uD for U.D.C. S., A. E. Sweetman, Council Offices, 





Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
Front+t., 


832 


Bedlington. 


*J. W. Urpeth, 56, 
Mansfield.—104 houses at Ladybrook estate, for 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 
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CONTINUES TO EXPAND 
AND IS THE LARGEST 


NATIONAL ORGANISATION 


IN THE INDUSTRY 


MEMBERSHIP 


at 31st December, 1951 


10,962 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘ EFEMBE, Holb, London’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


T.C.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £140, wy 
40 flats at Debdale estate: *Gregory Fiats, L td., 
Worthing £59,183. 
Middleshrough-—20 houses at ‘Berwick Hills site, 
for TC. J Kenyon, B.E.: 


May 30 1952 


Ledge. drill hall, Roker. Architects: 8. a Milburn 

& Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland: Hudson 

& Sons, St. Mark’s-cres., Sunder! 
Sunderland.—Alterations to offices “at Wear Dock- 


*Middlesbrough & a, for 8. P. Austin & Sons, shipbuilders: *D. & J. 

District Building Trades Association, £128,274. nken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 
Newbiggin (N jand).— houses at  Surbiton.—Erection of gara = Arcade-parade, 
§ ital estate, for U.D.C. H. S. Robson, 8.:° Hook-rd. Bryant Hobbs (F. James-st., 


irect Labour. 

Newoastle-on-Tyne.—Workshop at Stoddart-st. and 
re mae ja., for Winns Products: “Tipping Bros., 

55, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 

‘Nertoix, “rection of Costessey sec. mod. sch., for 
E. G. W. Oak (A.), Education Architect :— 
. Gill & Son, Norwich . . £102, 
H. C. Greengrass & Sons, Ltd, Norwich... 97, 
R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich ... 9%, 
*H. G. Lomax, Drayton- rd., (Lower Hailes: 

don, Norwich ot 95, 

North Riding.—Prim. sch, at Loftus, “for 
Architect, J. Breakwell, 7a, La Motte-st., St. He lier, 
Jersey. *R. E. Cryer, Saltburn, £38,099. 

Penrith.—F urther eight houses at Scaws estate, 
for U.D.C. F. Birkbeck, §&., a Hall: *R. E. 
Reay, Ravenstone, Penrith, £10,360. 

Prescot.—Three blocks of flats at High Hill 
estate, for U. Ate *Martin Cowley, Ltd., Alfreton, 
Derbys, £45,4 

Staffs —“fxiensions to Ph peg ton and Staffs 
Technical College, for C.C. anne Smith & 
Co., Ltd., Showell-rd., Wolverhampto 
Stoke N ewington.—Civ il Defence conteol centre at 
rear of Public Assembly Hall for B.C.: *A. Goodwin 
& Son — en Lid., £9,052 
Stratto ouses at Hampton Lucy, for 

B.D. : on Building Co., £41,485. 

Pe cased internal and’ external painting of 
sch. buildings, for E.C.: ——— Labour by Educa- 
tion Works 12,24) 

Sunderland.—Garage ind workshops at Rock 


STEEL- 


274 

659 

“330 
146 












CRETE 


Se ae DUSTLESS SURFACES 
VB BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 


9 e 
Boyle's -.zsz:,- Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 


























Bedford-row, W.C.1, architect : eBalieys Builders & 
Oa Ltd., 2, George-rd., New Malden, 
urrey 


Walsall.—Houses for B.C.:—34 at Well-la. estate : 
KP Wootton, Ltd., Pinfold, Bloxwich, £43,399 
t Gipsy-la. estate: ‘*Rock & Downes, ‘Litd., 11s, 
Walsall i Aldridge, £43,005 
Wedne sbury.—76 ouses at Dangerfield: la. (Lodge 
Holes) site, for T.C.: *Baker Bros., Ltd., Kent-st., 
Upper Gornall, Sedgley, £101,190. 
West Hartlepool.—36 houses at Owton Manor, for 
a. G. Sinclair, Boro’ A., Municipal-bldgs., 
*J. ‘Peel, Glentower-grove, Seaton 
Carew (22); *F. M. Gibbon, Waldon- -st., West 
Hartlepool (14). 


Whitchurch.—56 houses and 12 garages at Sedg- 
ford site, for U.D.C.: *Thomas Warrington & Sons, 
Ltd., £78,515. 


y a 
West Hartlepool : 











BROADS 


POCKET DRAINAGE 
CATALOGUE 


a friend . 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 


in need 


PADDINGTON, W.2 








ww 
THE ESSEX STEEL WA 


SCAFFOLDING C°L 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 

CRADLES Y | 

9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 













TEL; LOUGHTON 5022 








[woop BLOCK 
|" FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 



































GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Registered Office? ° Works : 

61 BARTHOLOMEW ‘CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
E.C.l KENT 

MONarch 7597-8 Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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